
M Quotations 

“Misfortune tests the sincerity of friendship…There’s nothing to do but move on. We worked 
nonstop for years, chasing every opportunity…Now, everyone I know has one goal for 2020. It’s 
to survive.”  
 Ma Renren, Wuhan entrepreneur 

“Music ... gives us meaning.” 
“There’s no East or West - it’s just a globe.” 
 Yo Yo Ma in Music of Strangers; see also McFerrin, Wu Man 

Maass, Peter: 
“Americans are encouraged to… swim toward available commer-cial opportunities and make as 
much money as you can without breaking the law.” 

  

"…when you rubbed it [wet soil] between your fingers you could almost feel the life it held." 
Wangari Maathai 

Macaes, Bruno: 
History Has Begun: The Birth of a New America 
If the West ever falters, America will want to become less Western. As the fulcrum of world power 
moves away from the West, so will America.”  
a new way of looking at the world slowly extends to every facet of individual and collective life. 
decipher the logic of this new civilization. 
Keyserling 
What the world wants is the creation of new values. 
American civilization about? What values does it hold? Conventional wisdom suggests that the 
United States has already reached its peak. But what if it is only now starting to forge its own path 
forward? What if American history is only just beginning? 
Bruce Ackerman 
Ackerman worried that once triumphalism became dominant, the energy that had kept the 
American experiment going would disappear as well. 
What does he predict, 
Firstly, that the presidential nomination system will produce an increasing number of outsiders 
elected because they have mobilized public opinion around extreme and unconventional 
programmes. Secondly, presidents will increasingly rely on political polarization with extreme 
messages tailored to different micro-publics. Thirdly, they will rely on super-loyalists more than on 
the public bureaucracy and they will look for new ways to use their executive powers over the 
military. Fourthly, they will appeal to national emergencies and specific mandates from the public 
to override constitutional procedures. Ackerman concludes that “these are the dynamics for the 
decline and fall of the American Republic.”  
Bill Kristol 
United States is recapitulating the decline and fall of Rome: “What took Rome centuries we are 
achieving in months.” 
Oswald Spengler famously 
“the only Culture of our time and on our planet which is actually in the phase of fulfillment—the 
West European-American.”  
Max Weber advised friends 
he hoped that world empire would not be shared with Russia, “since the Russian danger has 
been averted only for now, not forever.”  
Harold Macmillan, later the British prime minister, would take the thought to its logical conclusion, 
explaining 

to a confidant during the critical moments of World War Two: “We are Greeks in this American 
empire, you will find the Americans much as the Greeks found the Romans—great big vulgar, 



bustling people, more vigorous than we are and also more idle, with more unspoiled virtues, but 
also more corrupt.”  
defend a second future scenario: the development of a new, indigenous American society, 
separate from modern Western civilization, rooted in new feelings and thoughts. What then is the 
American, this new man? 
The continuity in the history of a single society resembles the succession of experiences in the 
life of a single person. 
Jefferson avowed that in the Declaration of Independence he had avoided all originality and only 
sought to “place before mankind the common sense of the subject.” 
This virus is, in a way, a symbol of that reality. We are merely negotiating the terms 
of our surrender to reality. And there is nothing more humbling for humans than that. 
A country accustomed to thinking of itself as the most technologically advanced society in the 
world suddenly found itself overpowered by natural forces. 
three kinds of escapism. The first stage was denial or oblivion. 
those who are busy creating imaginary worlds have no time or patience for the real one. 
hallmarks of religious sacrifice: Give up the lives of a few to rebalance society.” 
escape from biological reality—the third stage of escapism— 
Marc Andreessen in his famous essay “Software Is Eating the World.” 
new essay published in April he blames the pandemic disaster on the unwillingness and 
Perhaps alone among all contemporary civilizations, 
America regards reality as an enemy to be defeated. That 
Death is what is left of reality in our time: ineluctable and irrefutable, 
The terrorist 
was the human embodiment of natural forces beyond reason or understanding. 
American society is exceptionally fragile. We knew that already. It lives in a state of permanent 
separation from reality. 

end Bruno Macaes 

via MacLeod, Rob:  
“…most people, when they come in this environment, they do respond to it. They do step up. 
They do achieve a lot more of their potential.  
the bottom line is everybody gets used to critique, if you want to call it that. I think critique is an 
incredibly positive thing. It’s an incredibly helpful thing. It helps people formulate their ideas and 
refine their ideas.  
I think the personalities define any group.… I think that personality is what makes a place.”…most 
animosity and most wars ultimately come out of ignorance”.  

 Rob MacLeod in SCI History interview 

Nothing will change if nothing changes. 
 Donna McAleer 

“Always there has been some terrible evil at home or some monstrous foreign power that was 
going to gobble us up if we did not blindly rally behind it by furnishing the exorbitant sums 
demanded.” via Cockburn 
 Douglas MacArthur 

“…storytelling in the service of destructive ambition can easily overwhelm the truth… 
Donald Trump, champion of the anti-fact, teller of the tallest tales, liar to the core… 
maybe the literary approach to truth matters more to the heart than any objective fact or principle 
can ever mean to the brain. Maybe literature is what really causes revolutions.” 
 John R. MacArthur, Harper’s 

“…a mathematician, like a painter or a poet, is a maker of patterns. A director is also a maker of 
patterns. Theatre is what the audience makes of those patterns. It is an act of communal 
imagination, of collaboration.” 



 Simon McBurney, Complicite Theatre. 

McCain, John: 
“To fear the world we have organized and led for three-quarters of a century, to abandon the 
ideals we have advanced around the globe, to refuse the obligations of international leadership 
and our duty to remain ‘the last best hope of Earth’ for the sake of some half-baked, spurious 
nationalism cooked up by people who would rather find scapegoats than solve problems, is as 
unpatriotic as an attachment to any other tired dogma of the past that Americans consigned to the 
ash heap of history.” 
"Without a doubt, without a doubt." 
 John McCain responding to question by William Greider: 
Do corporations have too much power in Washington? 
“If someone has no intelligence, I don’t view it as being a malicious statement.” via Gail Collins 
regarding statement by Louie Gohmert 
“We are a country with a conscience.” HR op-ed 
 John McCain 
“Sometimes I have let my passion rule my reason. …Stop listening to the bombastic loudmouths 
… Our incapacity is their livelihood.” 
 John McCain 
John McCain liked to joke that “it’s always darkest before it’s totally black.” 
John McCain has repeated his calls for a 'league of democracies' in a Financial Times op-ed 
directed at Europe: 
“We need to renew and revitalise our democratic solidarity. We need to strengthen our 
transatlantic alliance as the core of a new global compact – a League of Democracies – that can 
harness the great power of the more than 100 democratic nations around the world to advance 
our values and defend our shared interests. 
At the heart of this new compact must be mutual respect and trust. We Americans recall the 
words of our founders in the Declaration of Independence, that we must pay “decent respect to 
the opinions of mankind”. Our great power does not mean we can do whatever we want 
whenever we want, nor should we assume we have all the wisdom and knowledge necessary to 
succeed.” 
see also Klaas regarding League of Democracies… 
“… you get to hate them so bad that it gives you strength.” 
end John McCain 

McCallion, Kevin: 
“…social media is a form of narrow communication that tricks people into thinking they have 
community. Social media is not only a poor mechanism for forming community, it is 
communication without community.” 

“All that was needed in the case of George Romney was a light rinse." 
 Eugene McCarthy on the brain-washing of G Romney 

“Given the astronomical price we pay for climate inaction, the most costly thing we can do is to do 
nothing,”  
 Gina McCarthy 

McCarthy, Kevin: 
via Friedman: ‘…House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, so obsessed with becoming speaker of 
the House at any cost, actually lied about telling the truth… 
Who in your life have you ever encountered who lied about telling the truth?’  

  
“We assume we are better people than we seem to be.” 
 Wilfred M. McClay 



“I was new but rooted in a place that is capable of holding so much complexity. That expands the 
definitions of what’s worthwhile, building and maintaining a road on an ever-shifting stretch at an 
edge of the world. That is harsh and precarious and utterly nourishing. That understands how a 
person or a tree or a planet can be simultaneously burned out and voraciously alive; that gender 
can be a construct, and a spectrum, and a death sentence. That my path here was switchbacked 
but perfect, and that you don’t have to be born someplace for it to be home.” 
 Mac McClelland in NYT Highway 1 story 

“Mitch McConnell said, pretty much straight out, “We have only one policy: make the country 
ungovernable, and then maybe we can somehow get power again.” 
 Mitch McConnell 
“I’m stronger than mule piss…” 
 Mitch McConnell, on Kavenaugh 
University of Louisville, told her audience last month that “my goal today is to convince you that 
the court is not comprised of a bunch of partisan hacks.” Media coverage of the court “makes the 
decision seem results-oriented” but that is not the case, she said. “Judicial philosophies are not 
the same as political parties.” Justice Barrett chose a distinctly discordant venue to make her 
case that the court is nonpartisan. Her speech was part of the celebration of the 30th anniversary 
of the university’s McConnell Center,  

"…capitalism is a wonderful way to develop resources and a terrible way to distribute resources." 
 Wayne McCormack, UU Law 

“…propaganda … adds to the confusion between truth and falsehood and fosters that darkness 
of the mind in which dictatorships operate.” 
 Anne O’Hare McCormick 

“When it kicked in, it was like an epiphany. I could see all these things from combat I was afraid to 
look at before, and I had a totally new perspective. I relived the parts of me I had lost. I realized I 
had viewed myself as a monster, and I was able to start to have some compassion for myself. It 
was was a turning point, and for the next year I continued to get better. There are also still some 
challenges I have to face from time to time related to the PTSD. But now I am able to work 
through them without getting stuck.”  
 Nigel McCourry 

McCovey, Barry, Yurok nscientist: 
“…let’s not build more anthropogenic bullshit.” to PacifiCorp re dams. 

David McCullough: Every candidate running for any office ought to study the Harry Truman 1948 
campaign. I think what's important about it, he ran by being himself. And he said "I'm going to go 
out there and say what I mean." Can you imagine? A politician taking that as his approach? And 
people loved it. 
He wasn't smooth. He wasn't glib. He just talked straight. He said "I'm gonna go out there and 
give 'em hell. And later on he said, "I didn't give 'em hell, I just told 'em the truth and they thought 
it was hell. 
Authenticity. It worked. Authenticity." 

“... humanity doesn’t just exist; it has to be created, over and over again.” 
 John McCumber 

“...“the caliber of the people who have served as chief executive has declined erratically but 
persistently from the day George Washington left office.... it would be impossible in America today 
to assemble a group of people with anything near the combined experience, learning and wisdom 
that the 55 authors of the Constitution took with them to Philadelphia in the summer of 1787.” 
 Forest McDonald  



McDonald, Karen D.: 
“I’m angry as a mother, I’m angry as a prosecutor, I’m angry as a person that lives in this 
country…I’m angry!” 

MacDougald, Paul, UnHerd:  
“…rampage shootings are nearly always a product of wounded masculinity… 
see also Ralph Larkin 

“I learned that loyalty demands honest disagreement. I learned that our duty compels us to 
disobey an instruction that is legally or morally wrong. And I learned that we swear an oath not to 
a king or even a president, but to  
a constitution, a system of laws that Lincoln described as the only true sovereign of a free 
people.” 
 Nancy McEldowney, Foreign service Inst.  

“The fears of our fathers gave shape to the faith of our fathers and that in turn has misshaped us.” 
“The seed metap[hor is the most destructive analogy ever devised by the human imagination… 
Hell hath no fury like a man devalued.” 
“The Holocene was the postglacial period of climatic stability in which the flourishing of Homo 
sapiens occurred; the Anthropocene is the period of stricken ecologies, resource exhaustion, slow 
violence, and scarcity in which the species is now floundering. Yet—primarily because of the 
systemically entrenched nature of the problems—we seem unable to organize against these self-
produced confinements.” 
 Robert McElvaine 

“I smell a rat before I smell the incense.” 
 Rose Mackenberg, with Houdini; see pdf obit 

“…the yips and howls of delegates sounded like coyotes going after one of their own.” 
 Peg McEntee on State Ut Republican convention 5-9-10 

“The standard measure of how alive you are is your curiosity.” 
 Ian McEwan 

Macfarlane, Robert: 
"eco-tage", also known as "monkey wrenching" – using the tools of industry to demolish the 
infrastructure of industry in the name of the biosphere. Hayduke, Abbey 

The ivy will snake and unrig our flats and terraces, as it scattered the Roman villas. 
I revise obsessively. The first sentence of the book—“The way into the underland is through the 
riven trunk of an old ash tree”—took weeks to hear and catch; the first fifteen pages or so 
probably took as long to rewrite and get right as all forty thousand words of the Greenland and 
Finland chapters. I’m fascinated by rhythm and sound pattern in prose, and am committed to at 
least trying to give my sentences—even across the course of a 130,000-word book—the same 
kind of prosodic attention and acoustic life that one would without hesitation give a sonnet 
sequence. That takes time. A lot of time. ..the rhythms and tempo of the language as it moves 
might work on the reader in ways that exceed purely propositional content… 
solistalgia 
elastic geography 
Greenland  Noah’s Kayak 
ice has a memory 
Blondie Atomic Finland disposal site start of Chap 12 



end of Chap 12 responsible ancestors  warn the future 

“The evil in this world is the creation of those who make a distinction between the self and other,” 
one man Larissa MacFarquhar writes about via David Brooks 

“Turn fear into joy via trust.” 
 Bobby McFerrin 

"…where do their earnings come from? Of the myriad ways they extract 
money from the rest of us, not all are underhanded—but none are 
noble. The industry that vehemently opposes a financial transactions 
tax charges exorbitant financial transaction fees….They collect large fees for taking concentrated 
risk, chopping it up and hiding the pieces in many different places, creating the illusion that it has 
disappeared (this is how toxic mortgage-based assets ended up in 
pension funds)." 
 Derek McGee 
"It's been so shocking to see the demonization of public servants. It's really part of this 40-year 
attack on the public. And I think the fact that we're seeing right now that teachers, public janitors, 
school workers, bus drivers, cops, firefighters are the new welfare queens in our public life…
[that's] the stereotype that's being trafficked right now… 
it's been a really grand experiment that has-- in, sort of, neo-liberal economics, the trickle-down 
experiment. The experiment that said that, in fact, the best way that we can shape our economy 
is to make sure that the most gains are amassed and kept at the very top. And then that 
somehow those would trickle down. 
… the trickle-down experiment - a theory that was tested. My generation were the guinea pigs. 
And that experiment has absolutely failed if the aim was to produce greater prosperity for 
America. That means American people. If the aim was to actually stop at the top and just create 
greater corporate profits and greater G.D.P. growth, then it's been a success. But I think most 
Americans would not have bought in to that kind of experiment. 
see;   http://www.truth-out.org/print/12444 

Heather McGhee to Bill Moyers 

"…politics is just another branch of the entertainment industry." 
Joe McGinniss 

“… when you cannot sleep, the discipline of silence can serve as a substitute, a kind of waking 
sleep allowing us to let go and live in the present. This does not mean it is passive or vacant. It 
means we surrender control and begin to listen.” 
 Michael McGirr 

 “Stop asking a young person WHAT you want to be when you grow up. It freezes their 
identity into a job that may not be there. Ask them HOW you want to be when you grow up.” 
 Heather E. McGowan 

"The Bible was the work of 54 scholars and clergymen who met over seven years in six nine-man 
subcommittees… 
the 1961 New English Bible, which T.S. Eliot said did not even rise to “dignified mediocrity.” 
 Charles McGrath, NY Times 

Macintyre, Ben: 
Operation Mincemeat 2021 film based on his book of same name: 
“War is a wilderness of mirrors, in which the truth is protected by a bodyguard of lies.” 

http://www.truth-out.org/print/12444


"Confidence comes not from always being right, 
but from not fearing to be wrong." 
 Peter McIntyre 

“The main characteristic of an alpha male wolf,” the veteran wolf researcher Rick McIntyre told 
me as we were watching gray wolves, “is a quiet confidence, quiet self-assurance. You know 
what you need to do; you know what’s best for your pack. You lead by example. You’re very 
comfortable with that. You have a calming effect.” 
Biologists used to consider the alpha male the undisputed boss. But now they recognize two 
hierarchies at work in wolf packs — one for the males, the other for the females.Doug Smith, the 
biologist who is the project leader for the Yellowstone Gray Wolf Restoration Project, said the 
females “do most of the decision making” for the pack, including where to travel, when to rest and 
when to hunt. The matriarch’s personality can set the tone for the whole pack, Dr. Smith said. Or, 
as Mr. McIntyre put it: “It’s the alpha female who really runs the show.” 
Clearly, our alpha male stereotype could use a corrective makeover. Men can learn a thing or two 
from real wolves: less snarl, more quiet confidence, leading by example, faithful devotion in the 
care and defense of families, respect for females and a sharing of responsibilities. That’s really 
what wolfing up should mean. 
 Rick McIntyre 

“Men…think in herds; it will be seen that they go mad in herds, while they only recover their 
senses slowly, one by one.” 
 Charles Mackay, …Madness of Crowds  

“It is the shamans among us, both ancient and modern, those whose eyes have gazed on sites 
previously unseen by anyone, it is they who show the way...” 
“Habit. Obsession. Addiction. These words are signposts along a path of ever-decreasing free 
will.” 
“...television for the poor and cocaine for the rich.”  
 Terence McKenna 
“[We are] refugees from a society that we thought was poisoned by its own self-hatred and inner 
contradictions.” 
“And now we stand on that threshold, hand in hand with this strange new partner; out of historical 
change comes the unexpected. The problem of the Other, the need for the Other, the presence of 
the Other, the nature of the Other—these are the questions and the concerns that will drive the 
next order of human knowing.” 1983 

 T McKenna 

McKenzie, Robert Tracy: 
from his We the Fallen People: The Founders and the Future of American Democracy 
Prologue: “America Is Great Because . . .” 
Hillary Clinton: “America is great—because America is good.” 1 
Dwight Eisenhower: ‘organized evil challenging free men in their quest of peace.’ 
Alexis de Tocqueville: I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commodious 
harbors and her ample rivers—and it was not there. I sought for the greatness and genius of 
America in her fertile fields and boundless forests—and it was not there. I sought for the 
greatness and genius of America in her rich mines and her vast world commerce—and it was not 
there. I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her democratic Congress and her 
matchless Constitution—and it was not there. Not until I went into the churches of America and 
heard her pulpits flame with righteousness did I understand the secret of her genius and power. 
America is great because she is good, and if America ever ceases to be good, she will cease to 
be great.  
The whole passage is “fake news”— 
Alexis de Tocqueville didn’t pen these precise words. He didn’t come close to believing them. 
Neither should we. 
Introduction: The Consent of the Governed 



G. K. Chesterton concluded that “nothing so much threatens the safety of democracy as 
assuming that democracy is safe.” 
To thrive, democracy requires grownup conversation. 
Irving Kristol put it, we find it difficult to wrestle with—even to see at all—“ those kinds of problems 
that flow from, that are inherent in, that are generated by democracy itself.” the main reason we 
find it difficult to think critically about democracy 
is that it requires us to think critically about ourselves. 
the “democratic gospel,” the comforting fiction that we are naturally good. 
Alexis de Tocqueville “the majority lives in perpetual self-adoration,” 
we press into the future with only the dimmest awareness of the past. 
“Perfection is not the lot of human institutions,” delegate Oliver Ellsworth observed. “That which 
has the . . . fewest faults is the best we can expect.” 
“People do not receive the truth from their enemies, and their friends seldom 
offer it. That is why I have told it as I see it.” 
the Founders were realists…they thought of virtue as, quite literally, artificial. It doesn’t occur 
naturally in our species.  
Montesquieu had equated it with a “renunciation of oneself, which is always a very painful thing.” 
Thomas Jefferson, instructed his nephew that virtue was like a muscle that will only “gain strength 
by exercise.” 
think of virtue as “like the stone of Sysiphus.” 
Abigail explained to her son, “virtue . . . has a continual tendency to roll down hill & requires to be 
forced up again by the never ceasing efforts of succeeding moralists.” 
To Washington the answer was obvious: “We must take human nature as we find it.” 
John Locke and deny full participation in civil society to anyone “subjected to the Will or Authority 
of any other Man.” 
The essence of slavery is to be “subjected to the Will or Authority” of another, and in the 
eighteenth century the law defined marriage in much the same way… 
circular arguments that banished both black slaves and white wives from political society. 
Thomas Jefferson concluded that blacks are “inferior to whites in the endowments both of body 
and mind.” The differences were not the product of environment, he hypothesized, but “real 
distinctions which nature has made.”  
Alexis de Tocqueville would have understood why. “An idea that is clear and precise even though 
false, will always have greater power in the world than an idea that is true but complex.” 
historian David Harlan writes, the study of the past can be “a conversation with the dead about 
what we should value and how we should live.” 
We peer into the past in order to see the present more clearly and to think about it more deeply, 
Tocqueville’s warning that “an idea that is clear and precise even though false will always have 
greater power in the world than an idea that is true but complex.” 
Democracy in America…book’s final sentence, 
democracy can result in “servitude or liberty, enlightenment or barbarism, prosperity or misery.” 
Fanny Trollope on Americans: 
“I do not like them. I do not like their principles. I do not like their 
manners. I do not like their opinions.”  
Americans tended to have a very high opinion of themselves, and they are not far from believing 
that they constitute a distinct species within the human race. 
single most important point that Tocqueville wants us to hear: in a democratic society, “the 
omnipotence of the majority” can readily become “the tyranny of the majority.”  
add, the greediest—people on earth.” 
“Might one not say that the European [Tocqueville’s synonym for “the white man”] is to men of 
other races what man himself is to animals? He makes them serve his needs, and when he 
cannot bend them to his will, he destroys them.”  
James Madison had posited a half century earlier, “Wherever there is an interest and power to do 
wrong, wrong will generally be done.” 
Madison’s maxim in Federalist no. 51: “If a majority be united by a common interest, the rights of 
the minority will be insecure.” 
Tocqueville pulls no punches in denouncing it: “I know of no country where there is in general less 
independence of mind and true freedom of discussion than in America.” 



It will require extraordinary strength of character to “believe what the masses reject and to profess 
what they condemn.” 
He begins by picturing a typical democratic society in time to come. He sees an “innumerable 
host” of individuals, “all alike and equal, endlessly hastening after petty and vulgar pleasures with 
which they fill their souls. Each of them . . . is virtually a stranger to the fate of all the others. For 
him, his children and personal friends comprise the entire human race.” Tocqueville labels this 
decay of community “individualism,” and he believes that it is a predictable if not 
inevitable feature of democratic society.  
Volume two of Democracy in America differs so significantly from its predecessor that we might 
consider it an entirely separate book, 
Not long before it went to press, Tocqueville told the 
British philosopher John Stuart Mill that his forthcoming work would be titled The Influence of 
Equality on Man’s Ideas and Sentiments. 
the people meekly submit to their own servitude, not consciously or all at once but as the result of 
a series of transactions in which they progressively exchange portions of their liberty for goods 
that they value more highly. 
Tocqueville fears that we’re inclined to sell our liberty cheaply. 
Alexander Hamilton succinctly 
“Safety from external danger is the most powerful director of national conduct,” he observed in 
Federalist no. 8.  
“To be more safe” during times of protracted danger, nations “become willing to run the risk of 
being less free.”  
soft tyranny 
Tocqueville predicts that a democratic people will embrace soft tyranny out of a love of comfort, 
convenience, and immediate gratification. 
we are shortsighted as well as self-interested. 
conceded in his journal that “there are decent people in almost all parties,” but he held to his 
conviction that “there is no party of decency.” 
the most democratic nation on earth, talent was common among the people but rare among their 
leaders. 
general rule, “the most outstanding men are seldom called to public office.”  
“They do not fear great talents but have little taste for them.”  
Gustave de Beaumont has a character in Marie [book published at about same time as 
Democracy in America] explain, “To please the American people one must be simple to the point 
of coarseness.” 
“the natural instincts of democracy lead the people to banish distinguished men from power, an 
instinct no less powerful leads distinguished men to shun careers in politics.” 
individuals with integrity don’t rise to the top. 
The stature of American statesmen was shrinking at the same time that the country was 
becoming more democratic. 
the stature of American leaders had shrunk because the country had grown more democratic: 
“The steadily increasing effect of the despotism of the majority is, I believe, the chief reason for 
the small number of remarkable men in American politics.” 
Tocqueville is pointing out that we punish political courage more than we reward it. 
Tocqueville argues that the vastness of the United States rewarded character traits that in Europe 
would be considered threats to social stability. “In Europe,” he reminds his countrymen, “we are in 
the habit of looking upon restlessness of spirit, immoderate desire for wealth, and extreme love of 
independence as great social dangers.” Tocqueville found all three traits in abundance in the 
American character, but he concluded that, in a sparsely populated continent, they stimulated 
westward migration rather than undermining the social order. This is just one other way that 
Americans are peculiarly blessed, he concludes, for they inhabit a land where their “vices” are 
actually “useful to society.” 
in Tocqueville’s view, is that the state constitutions are typically far inferior.) 
Tocqueville expostulated 
political societies are not what their laws make them, but what sentiments, beliefs, ideas, habits of 
the heart, and the spirit of the men who form them, prepare them in advance to be.” 
mores refers to “the whole moral and intellectual state of a people.” 



Tocqueville’s wry conclusion after the publication of volume one, that the main reason so many of 
his readers agreed with him was that they didn’t understand him? 
“America is great, because Americans show habits of restraint” 
“a society compounded of all the nations of the world,” 
“What binds such diverse elements together and makes a nation of it all?” 
“Self-interest. That is the key.”  
the Framers of the US Constitution 
also accepted that self-interest is the driving force of human behavior, but they thought more 
precisely in terms of a “hierarchy of motives.”  
The most common they called passion, essentially 
the reckless or irrational pursuit of self-interest. The next most prevalent was interest, by which 
they meant the prudent, rational pursuit of personal well-being. The least common by far was 
virtue, understood as the rational promotion of the common good above personal advantage. 
Like the Framers, Tocqueville recognized the power of the irrational. If reason is too often 
overwhelmed by “momentary passion,” he maintains, it’s because humans typically “feel far more 
than they reason.” 
“enlightened” self-interest.  
Tocqueville defines it, individualism is not intrinsically selfish, but if left unchecked, it leaves men 
and women with little else but selfishness to motivate them. 46 
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Alexis de Tocqueville as an orthodox Christian, although he may well have been “Christ haunted,” 
as the Christian writer Flannery O’Connor once described the American South. 53 
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he looked on humankind as a composite of “angel” and “beast.” And while he longed to see the 
angel “predominate”—as he put it in a letter to a close friend— 
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he confessed that he was “no more detached from the beast than anyone else.” 55 This was a 
self-awareness that many of the Americans he encountered lacked. Finally, you 
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of a wave of evangelical revivals that we 
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Jean Jacques Rousseau, for 
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Christianity preaches 
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only servitude and dependence,” Rousseau insisted, and “its spirit is too favourable to tyranny.” 
59 
Bookmark - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 237 · Location 4301 
Highlight(orange) - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 237 · Location 4301 
Tocqueville goes 
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“Despotism can do without faith, but liberty cannot.” Democracy needs religion to flourish. By 
“teaching men the immortality of the soul,” religion encourages the citizens of democratic 
societies to delay gratification and practice “habits of restraint.” 64 
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To paraphrase Dostoyevsky, when you believe in God, not everything is permitted. 
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he warns us to beware of any worldview that denies the immortality of the soul. 
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a second Tocqueville, one who admonishes and warns Christians more than he 



Bookmark - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 238 · Location 4324 
Highlight(orange) - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 238 · Location 4324 
congratulates them. 
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“They assigned primary credit for the peaceful ascendancy of religion in their country to the 
complete separation of church and state.” 67 
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“Religion cannot share 
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the material might of those who govern without incurring some of the hatred they inspire.” 69 
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What it does is influence American 
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mores, and it influences mores because “Christianity maintains more actual power over souls in 
America than anywhere else.” 
Bookmark - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 240 · Location 4363 
Highlight(orange) - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 240 · Location 4365 
he remained unconvinced of Christianity’s grip on their hearts. “Unless I’m sadly mistaken, these 
external forms conceal a reservoir of doubt and indifference,” he conjectured. “Faith is obviously 
inert,” he went on. “Enter any church . . . and you will hear sermons about morals; not one word 
about dogma— 
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The prosperity gospel is not a recent invention. 76 
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less than three weeks after going ashore. “Political passions are only superficial. The one passion 
that runs deep, the only one that stirs the human heart day in and day out, is the acquisition of 
wealth.” 78 
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Their yearning for material well-being is insatiable, “an anxious, burning passion that grows even 
as it is satisfied.” 
Bookmark - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 242 · Location 4402 
Highlight(orange) - 8 Nurturing Hope for Democracy > Page 242 · Location 4402 
Americans had learned to combine a taste for “material gratifications” with “a kind of religious 
morality.” 
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“I see great dangers that can be warded off,” Tocqueville tells us on the very last page of 
Democracy in America, “and great evils that can be avoided or held in check.” 81 
Epilogue: “If America Is Good . . .” 
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Andrew Reed, 
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“AMERICA WILL BE GREAT IF AMERICA IS GOOD,” Reed predicts in capital letters in the 
book’s conclusion. “If not, her greatness will vanish away like a morning cloud.” 4 

end McKenzie 



McKibben, Bill: 
”…when the choices are about values, we generally pick the easiest and cheapest way, the one 
that requires thinking the least. Inertia is our value above all others." 
 Bill McKibben 
"Say something so big finally happens (a giant hurricane swamps Manhattan, a megadrought 
wipes out Midwest agriculture) that even the political power of the industry is inadequate to 
restrain legislators, who manage to regulate carbon." 
"…any average storm will become an insidious threat." 
 Bill McKibben 

“You can’t  make the math add up one light bulb at a time.” 
“America is simultaneously the most professedly Christian of the developed nations and the least 
Christian in its behavior.” 
"We understand the physics and chemistry of political power." 
“The laws of Congress and the laws of physics have grown increasingly divergent, and the laws 
of physics are not likely to yield.” 
“…we emerge into older age with skills, resources, grandchildren — and a growing fear that we’re 
about to leave the world a worse place than we found it. So some of us are more than ready to 
turn things around.” 

Falter: Has the Human Game Begun to Play Itself Out? 
McKibben, Bill 
A writer doesn’t owe a reader hope—the only obligation is honesty—but I want those who pick up 
this volume to know that its author lives in a state of engagement, not despair. 

via Egan review:  
on religion: “…it’s just as easy to make the opposite argument from history: that Christianity is a 
baleful force, baptizing oppression and sanctifying the unspeakable.” 
end Bill McKibben 

“Law can change reality … because it establishes precedents to be applied in future cases…. 
…career success, often survival, …is substantially predicated on pleasing power … a powerful 
incentive to keep one’s wings folded…. 
The butterfly metaphor can animate political activism…: small actions in a collective context can 
produce systemic changes. Butterfly politics … inspires interventions, even tiny ones….spread 
your wings. You’re stronger than you think.” 
 Catharine MacKinnon 

"My eyes were opened to the idea that, as a scientist, I could spin my life as an explorer." 
 Roderick MacKinnon, Nobel in Chemistry, 2003, K+ Channel 

“An illusion is a perception that does not match the physical reality. Is pain, then, as with illusions, 
a mind construct that some people can decide to turn off? As you will see in the examples that 
follow, pain varies as a function of mood, attentiveness and circumstances, lending support to the 
theory that pain is an emotion. These examples show that empathy also extends to pain, just as it 
does to other emotions, even when the victims are fake strangers. The research also indicates 
that people can experience pain for the wrong reasons or fail to experience it when it would be 
very reasonable to do so. Moreover, when pain is disconnected from the physical reality, it is an 
illusion, too.” 
 Stephen MacKnik 
Scientific American. Pain (Kindle Locations 1213-1218). Scientific American.  

“..[fossil fuel] energy independence was a fever dream, fed by cheap debt and frothy capital 
markets.” 
 Bethany McLean  

“Democracy is never a thing done. Democracy is always something that a nation must be doing.” 
“Freedom that was a thing to use 



They’ve made a thing to save 
And staked it in and fenced it round 
Like a dead man’s grave.” 
 Archibald MacLeish 

“We use Social Objects to share ourselves with other people. We’re primates. We like to groom 
each other. It’s in our nature.” 
 Hugh MacLeod   www.gapingvoid.com 

““The basis of democratic citizenship is putting yourself in someone else’s shoes. This is 
democracy as empathy.”  
 Peter MacLeod 

“Only puny secrets need protection. Big discoveries are protected by public incredulity.” 
“World War III will be a guerrilla information war, with no divisions between military and civilian 
participation.” 
Marshall McLuhan once remarked that “moral indignation is a technique used to endow an idiot 
with dignity.”  

 Marshall McLuhan 

“…some of the leaders most concerned about Russian subversion… were his first and most vocal 
supporters among congressional leaders — some publicly, some privately. It was an inauspicious 
trade of national security for political self-preservation and partisan ambition.”  
 Evan McMullin 

"Belief and seeing – they're both often wrong." 
 Robert McNamara 

"Men, it has been well said, think in herds; it will be seen that they go mad in herds, while they 
only recover their senses slowly, and one by one."  
“…a good story, no matter how analytically decient, lingers in the mind, resonates emotionally, 
and persuades more than the most dispositive facts or data.”  
Charles Mackay 

Traveler, it's your footprints that are the road, and nothing more; 
Traveler, there is no road;  by walking, you make the road. 
By walking the road is made, and on looking back you see the path that will never be walked 
again. 
Traveler, there is no road, just wakes in the sea. 
 Antonio Machado 

“We are arguably living in the waste age,” says Justin McGuirk  

Machiavelli wrote in “The Prince” that evils that may arise in affairs of state, as in medicine, are 
easily cured if foreseen at a distance, which only the talented can do. “But when, from want of 
foresight, they are suffered to increase to such a height that they are perceptible to everyone, 
there is no longer any remedy.”  via J R McNeill 
“. . . one should bear in mind that there is nothing more difficult to carry out, nor more dubious of 
success, nor more dangerous to administer than to introduce a new system of things . . . .”  

Machiavelli 

"We are democrats because we love people." 
 Gunn McKay 

“Everything looks fine until it doesn’t…exponential education…” 



Ultimately, it’s about changing your mindset from individualism to collectivism…we are really all 
the same…” 
 Maya McClendon 
"Schizophrenia may be a necessary consequence of literacy." 
 Marshall McLuhan 

"… if you work hard and diligently you should be able to detect when a man is talking rot. And 
that…is the main, if not the sole purpose, of education." 
 Harold Macmillan 

Margaret MacMillan: 
“France in 1789. Russia in 1917. The Europe of the 1930s.The pandemic of 2020. They are all 
junctureswhere the river of history changes direction… 
Without trust, … societies are vulnerable…” 
Covid-19 has turned a spotlight on the dark sides of our world… 
People coming out of a calamity are open to sweeping changes.” 

War: How Conflict Shaped Us: 
MacMillan, Margaret 
‘Svetlana Alexievich: ‘Our long tradition of seeing war as an 
evil, productive of nothing but misery, and a sign, perhaps, that we as a species are irredeemably 
flawed and doomed to play out our fate in violence to the end of history’. 
“War is waged by men; not by beasts, or by gods. It is a peculiarly human activity. 
—FREDERIC MANNING 
rebel Mexican leader Pancho Villa found the whole endeavor absurd: ‘It 
seems to me a funny thing to make rules about war. It is not a game. What is the difference 
between civilized war and any other kind of war?’ ” 
Machiavelli put it, “War is just when it is necessary.” 
“Hypocrisy,” as the Duc de La Rochefoucauld remarked, “is a tribute vice pays to virtue.” 
The West does have a long and shameful history of observing one set of rules for itself and 
another for those it considers less “civilized.” 
Jean Renoir’s wonderful 1937 film La Grande Illusion  
Norman Angell pointed out in his wildly popular The Great Illusion 
end  Margaret MacMillan 

  
“Fewer have more..”  
 Ramsey MacMullen on fall of Rome via Cullen Mouphy 

McMurrin, Sterling M: “The purpose of a state university is to critique the culture that supports it.” 
via Huefner. 

McMurtry, Larry: 
“If you have to learn about emotion, you have to go to women.” 
From Economist obit:’…he herded words into sentencesto be corralled into small pastures called 
paragraphs…’ 

“Democracy depends on shared facts and values….On Facebook, information and disinformation 
look the same…disinformation generates more revenue, so its gets better treatment. To 
Facebook, facts are not an absolute; they are a choice…[Facebook] has eroded the economics of 
journalism and then overwhelmed it with disinformation.” 
 Roger McNamee  

“We are so far past desperate....with growth the problem is only going to get worse...We’re 
supposed to add another million people by 2040, and those people are not going to come 
pollution-free.” 
 Dave McNeill, Utah Div Air Quality manager. 



“…evils that may arise in affairs of state, as in medicine, are easily cured if foreseen at a 
distance, which only the talented can do.” 
 J. R. McNeill, via Machiavelli 
  
“Structure has preoccupied me in every project…It painted me into a corner, yes, but in doing so 
it freed me to write….” 
 John McPhee 
on John McPhee by Sam Anderson: 
“His mind is pure curiosity: It aspires to flow into every last corner of the world, especially the 
places most of us overlook.” 

"…religious affiliation in American political life means that having one is more important 
than which one." 
with a little revelation, more people would start sounding like Stan Freberg's parody 
of Lawrence Welk: Please turn off the bubble machine. 

Steven McQuinn 
the so-called conservatives of contemporary times try in myriad ways to style selfishness as a 
virtue, as the core belief of traditional conservatism used to be RESPONSIBILITY. We don't hear 
that word very much from any quarter these days. 

It is equally odd  that the so-called liberals of our time don't talk about sharing so much as they 
talk about fair shares, a kind of equal opportunity selfishness. 

Where are the voices for sharing? Who talks about our shared fate, our shared destiny, our 
shared duty? 
 Steve McQuinn 
"I've come to regard democracy as nothing more than a device for mass denial". 
in politics…more is determined by foolishness than wisdom. 
 Steve McQuinn 

McQuirk: 
“We are arguably living in the waste age,” 
Macron’s victory: 
“A generation is in the midst of disappearing. And you have a new generation that is in the midst 
of being born and that is questioning yesterday’s political fault lines. They are in the midst of 
inventing something, one doesn’t yet know what. But they are in the middle of creating something 
new.” 
 Pascal Perrineau, on Macron’s victory 

“[Twitter] It’s not compatible with the kind of distance you need to govern…. 
Our generation will not have the luxury just to manage Europe. We will have to refound it…. 
If you don’t put on the floor a new ambition, you leave the floor to those who doubt… 
If you are shy…you will be killed by the extremes… 
 E Macron 
“It was France that organized the roundup of Jews…not a single German was involved.” 
 Macron  
“The problem is an ideology which claims its own laws should be superior to those of the 
republic.” 
 E Macron 
“When press organs sow defamatory untruths, they are no longer journalists. They are organs of 
influence.” 
 E Macron to Putin 
  
“This loss of certainty that there will be a future is the pivotal psychological reality of our time.” 
 Joanna Macy, deep ecologist. 



On Maddow via Amanda Hess: ‘Maddow provides …the exciting rush of chasing a set of facts 
until a sane vision of the world comes into focus.’ 
“If you don't edit mercilessly to keep out all of the words that make people leap to conclusions 
about what you're going to say, you'll never persuade people that you're going to tell them 
something they don't already know.... 
Policy decisions matter. Our institutions matter. The structure of government matters. They can all 
be changed. ...Going to war, being at war, should be painful for the entire country, from the 
start.... let’s pay for it...we should raise the money to pay for it, contemporaneously.... 
If you’ve ever built it, you own it. ...we’ve built ourselves a ... national security state. We haven’t 
made a habit of taking this stuff down ... of taking it apart. And we haven’t made a habit of 
considering the consequences of just letting it roll along unchecked.” 
 Rachel Maddow 

Madision,James: 
”Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own governors 
must arm themselves with the power which knowledge gives." 
"A popular government without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue 
to a farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps, both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance; and a people 
who mean to  be their own governors must arm themselves with the power which knowledge 
gives.” 

“So strong is this propensity of mankind to fall into mutual animosities, that where no substantial 
occasion presents itself, the most frivolous and fanciful distractions have been sufficient to kindle 
their unfriendly passions and excite their most violent conflicts.” 
"In all cases where a majority are united by a common interest or passion, the rights of the 
minority are in danger." 
“War is the parent of armies ... debt and taxes ...instruments for bringing the many under the 
domination of the few. No nation could reserve its freedom in the midst of continual warfare.” 
"Government should prevent an immoderate accumulation of riches." 
in all places, pride and indolence in the clergy; ignorance and servility in the laity; in both, 
superstition, bigotry and persecution." 
 James Madison 

"In today's regulatory environment, it's virtually impossible to violate rules…It's impossible for a 
violation to go undetected." 
 Bernie Madoff 

“Only those you trust can truly betray you.” 
 ad for Madoff HBO film The Wizard of Lies 

"…the activities people value most are those with the capacity to transcend death: having 
children …, creating art, building skyscrapers, adding … knowledge, and fighting for causes…" 
American law grants more rights to the dead than any other country … much greater rights today 
than it has in the past." 
 Ray D Madoff, 2010  

“Free trade ... has created tremendous prosperity - but mostly for those at the top.” 
 Jeff Madrick 

"At every crossway on the road that leads to the future each progressive spirit is opposed by a 
thousand men appointed to guard the past." 
 Maurice Maeterlinck Nobel laureate, via A Bose. 

“Magic appears when humanity cannot control chance by way of science…The magician … 
becomes the group’s natural leader, and is frequently transformed into a chief or king.” 
“Religion and magic … are born when the scientific attitude fails, leading to an existential crisis.” 
 I Magli on B Malinowski 



"The spread of learning is as liable to banish them as light is to discourage bats." 
 Naguib Mahfouz  Egyptian Nobel novelist 

“To no one will we sell, to no one will we refuse or delay right or justice.” 
 Magna Carta  1215 

Maguire: 
“What the planet needs is a declaration of finitude.... 
Words, like people, have relatives... 
Religions...were spawned in a world where the problem was depopulation... 
...death is the end of life but ... extinction is the end of birth. 
 Daniel C Maguire 

from Sacred Energies: 2000 ILL 
Buddhism: 4 noble truths, precepts, ethics,  
 Wisdom: Interdependence, Mindfullness, Compassion. 
Hinduism: ahimsa, dharma, karma; 
Chinese: quotes Julia Ching: 
 “[The West]...an excessive individualism and a litigious spirit promoting conflict rather 
than harmony and an increasing gap between rich and poor in capitalist societies. East Asians 
value what they call humaneness, or human warmth, which they find lacking in a system where 
human relationships have lost a personal touch. The West may yet have something to learn from 
the East.” 
Islam: 
“Muhammad is considered by many to be the most influential person in human history...The times 
before Muhammad came to be known in Islam as ‘the days of ignorance’. 
Islam, more than any other religion, is a religion of the book. The book is the Qu’ran...the Lord 
‘teaches by the pen.’ The Qu’ran ... is divine...Muslims feel the Qu’ran is the culmination of a 
series of revelations begun with Abraham....Islam believes that God revealed monotheism to 
Abraham, the Ten Commandments to Moses, the Golden Rule ... to Jesus. All of these were 
authentic revelations, but the revelation to Muhammad was the grand finale. This definitive 
revelation was also more specific....You need to plunge right in to the specifics of human 
relationships and economics and politics to make faith live. That’s what the Qu’ran does.” 
...the first lesson in Islamic economics is poverty...Poverty is seen as a human failure in caring 
and sharing. It is not just fate.” 
“The tax on Muslims...is a yearly tax of 2.5 percent on all that you possess.” 

quoting Azizah Al-Hibri (female): “The majority view among Muslim scholars on contraception has 
been that it is permissible with the wife’s consent...The majority of Muslim scholars permit 
abortion, although they differ non the stage of fetal development beyond which it becomes 
prohibited.” 

Protestant: 
quoting Catherine Keller: [Protestantism at its worst] provided the spiritual impetus for the 
genocidal and ecocidal conquest of North America.” 
also Lynn White... 

“[The Protestant work ethic became] the sacramentality of wealth. Money became the sign that 
you were saved.” 
“There is a Buddhist saying that every belief system is an illness waiting to be cured.” 
“The hatred of government on the right wing  is at root a hatred of sharing.” 

from Sacred Choices: 
Protestants: 
“The desire for simple, absolute truth is a constantly-beckoning security blanket...Fear, then, is at 
the very pulse of fundamentalism.” 
“...pelvic politics...this newborn love of fetuses is but aq cover for the patriarchal fear of the free 
woman who is appearing in our day. Can we really believe that patriarchal Catholics, patriarchal 



Protestants, and patriarchal Muslims, after centuries of warring with one another, are suddenly 
and stunningly bonded by fetus-love?” 
 Daniel Maguire 

“anecdata’ 
 Arwa Mahdawi 

Maher, Bill: 
"Faith means making a virtue out of not thinking." 
Mormonism is more ridiculous than any other religion.  
It’s a religion founded on the idea of polygamy. They call it The Principle. That sounds like The Pr 
‘...the NRA. Out here that stands for ‘Nuts, Racists, and Assholes’...” 
Our [California] state motto is, "We're Too Busy for Your Bullshit."  
“Without these professional liars and deniers, there is no Trump. It takes a village to help a man-
child stay in power.” 
there's a difference between a mad man and a madman. 
“… the bargain we tacitly make with our presidents: we won't ask too much of you, if you don't 
ask too much of us… 
Bill Maher 

"You can tell whether a man is clever by his answers. You can tell whether a man is wise by his 
questions." 
 Naguib Mahfouz 

"You cannot decapitate an ideology…It's time to start discrediting Al Qaeda's ideology and 
offering Muslims nonviolent alternatives. The first step is to acknowledge that their grievances are 
legitimate and center on issues of dignity, economic disparity, border disputes and power 
alignment. The second is to acknowledge that our current approach is only helping Al Qaeda go 
mainstream." 
 Melissa Boyle Mahle, former CIA 

“Trump Law is not about the merits of a case or even its resolution. It doesn’t matter if you’re 
threatening to sue, suing or being sued yourself. What matters is that you dominate, or be seen 
as dominating. … 
Trump Law is theater. What matters most is showmanship.  
 Jonathan Mahler on Trump’s lawyers, pdf  

“The decline of American empire began when we shifted from an empire of production to an 
empire of consumption.” 
 Charles Maier 

"The final purpose of art is to intensify, even, if necessary, to exacerbate, the moral 
consciousness of people." 
 Norman Mailer 

“Most of the people … in…political life are in the game not to make history but to be diverted from 
the history which is being made.” 
Every moment of one's existence one is growing into more or retreating into less. One is always 
living a little more or dying a little bit. 
I don't think life is absurd. I think we are all here for a huge purpose. I think we shrink from the 
immensity of the purpose we are here for. 
Giving a camera to Diane Arbus is like putting a live grenade in the hands of a child. 
 Norman Mailer 

Maimonides: 
 “Anticipate charity by preventing poverty.” 
“In the realm of Nature there is nothing purposeless, trivial, or unnecessary.” 



"Public speech, even  the freest, has its constraints.  Hardly anyone beyond  adolescence 
remains oblivious of that fact.  Considerations of propriety and tact limit what one might utter as 
well as how one utters it.  Even in those situations where truth is the end in view, not all that is 
thought is said, and not all that is said is put forth fully and boldly.  Lawyers and judges know this 
well enough; even more to the point, so do would-be teachers.  Indeed, the kind of public speech 
called popular teaching exhibits dramatically the political considerations that enter into this public 
activity.   

"Human temperaments, backgrounds, and powers, in all their astonishing variety, complicate the 
task of trying to reach an audience. . .  All the more so when that audience is faceless and large 
and when the medium is the written word.  In the absence of facial clues and audible responses, 
the teacher can only surmise how those written words will be interpreted, and with what effect. . .  
the act itself of adjusting words to a popular audience usually entails a political concession, a 
price the teacher pays in order even to be heard, let alone followed.   

". . .  a project to lift an entire people out of ignorance and despair. . .  teaching seeks to enlighten 
those people so that both the community and all the individuals who compose it might benefit 
according to their varied capacities . .  it entails a significant (perhaps even a profound) shift in its 
public's education, concerns, and orientation."   

Ralph Learner in the Preface to his book Maimonides' Empire of Light, U of Chicago Press, 2000. 
“Their enthusiastic love of tales, especially tales of miracles, bespeaks a great and possibly fatal 
void. To begin with, they lack the indispensable criteria of sound judgment. They have not thought 
clearly about what might constitute good evidence.  They have no systematic way of establishing 
the relevance of a particular observation.  They have not addressed questions of probability.  
Further, they seemed to lack even some basic notions of the nature of Nature.  With some or all 
of these shortcomings, they can be led to believe anything.  Adrift on an unchartered sea of 
surprises, these bewildered folk are vulnerable to  confidence man of every kind,  to frauds, to 
tragically misplaced hopes and fears.  They apparently have no core or center which they might 
find firm footing, or by which they might orient themselves in times of confusion.”   
 A paraphrase of  Maimonides by Ralph Lerner, 
    Maimonides’ Empire of Light,  
University of Chicago Press, 2000, p. 8 

“Maimonides’ code presents a system of Jewish law that seeks to eliminate the nonrational 
elements from human life.” 
 Jay M Harris reviewing bk by Halbertal - pdf 
end Maimonides 

“Senator Cruz, 
There’s an old lawyerly adage that “if you don’t have the law on your side, argue the facts. If you 
don’t have the facts on your side, pound the table.” You did a very good job pounding the table 
this week.” 
 Aaron Mair, Pres. Sierra Club 

Makari, George: 
“Radical egalitarianism poses the greatest threat to xenophobia,”  

Of Fear and Strangers: A History of Xenophobia 
we have always been compelled to go. 
our language has too often unwittingly implied that the nature of the trouble lay within the defining 
qualities of the “problem group.” What if America’s social strife, Royce asked in 1908, was better 
defined not by reference to a “black peril” or a “yellow peril” but rather by the presence of a “white 
History, at its best then, carries the hope not only of resurrection but of exorcism. It holds the 
desire that by remembering we will not repeat. 
end Makari 



“I don’t sing politics. I sing the truth.” 
 Miriam Makeba; new film Mama Africa 

Malala: 
“I often look back to my younger self - and take her advice.” 
“I am sure of one thing: Patriarchy is sheer stupidity.” 
 Her father, Ziauddin Yousafzai, author of Let her Fly 

Malcolm, Janet: 
from obit: ‘Her writing was precise and analytical; her unflinching gaze missed nothing. .. 
the slipperiness of truth…’ 
“Human frailty continues to be the currency in which it trades. Malice remains its animating 
impulse.”  
“This thing called speech is sloppy, redundant, repetitious, full of uhs and ahs. I needed to 
present it in logical, rational order so he would sound like a logical, rational person.”  
Anna Quindlen rebuts: ‘This thing called life is sloppy, and slice-of-life is what a reporter is meant 
to reflect, not some tidier or more dramatic composite version.’  
  

"Nonviolence is fine as long as it works.” 
“That’s not a chip on my shoulder, that’s your foot on my neck.” 
 Malcolm X 

“The human condition is … that of possessing no moral safety net.” 
 Kenan Malik in The Quest for a Moral Compass 

“… the danger to everything the west stands for is not from Islamic extremism but from the 
response to it. … 
events that seem to happen overnight are actually the climax of years of complacency. 
… appeasement … stale, morally bankrupt logic of pragmatism is what continues to render the 
unimaginable possible. 
… let us not only scramble at the 11th hour to fight the results of bigotry, let us fight the root 
causes. We now see … where failure to do that inevitably leads.” 
 Nesrine Malik, The Guardian pdf 

“Magic appears when humanity cannot control chance by way of science…The magician … 
becomes the group’s natural leader, and is frequently transformed into a chief or king.” 
“Religion and magic … are born when the scientific attitude fails, leading to an existential crisis.” 
 I Magli on B Malinowski 

Malm, Andreas: Blow up a Pipeline bk: 
If a pandemic can induce governments to take emergency actions, why can’t a climate 
breakdown that threatens to kill off the very life-support systems of the planet do the same? After 
this, there can be no more excuses for passivity. 

Sabotage, after all, is not incompatible with social distancing. 

One worker staying home is a shirker, one thousand are a strike; one Greta is a girl in Stockholm, 
one million girls and boys a force to reckon with. 
‘If the emissions have to stop, then we must stop the emissions’, 

Ende Gelände, meaning roughly ‘here and no further’, was born. 
Roger Hallam, cofounder and ideologue: There are two types of disruption: violent and 
nonviolent. Violence is a traditional method. It is brilliant at getting attention and creating chaos 
and disruption, but it is often disastrous when it comes to creating progressive change. 



‘Deeds not words’, the Women’s Social and Political Union was founded. 
Emmeline Pankhurst 
Diane Atkinson’s Rise Up, Women!, 
the movement switched gears. In a systematic campaign of arson, the suffragettes set fire 

The civil rights movement won the Act of 1964 because it had a radical flank that made it appear 
as a lesser evil in the eyes of state power. 
Property destruction was a particularly distressing prospect. If the cities burned, ‘the white man’s 
companies will have to take the losses’, whined one close adviser to Kennedy 

formed Umkhonto we Sizwe, the Spear of the Nation, or MK.  

treat civil disobedience as a tactic–something you do because it works well, 

of Mandela: ‘I called for non-violent protest for as long as it was effective’, as ‘a tactic that should 
be abandoned when it no longer worked.’ 

fossil fuels, like slavery, cannot be the object of compromises; no one would consider reducing 
slavery by 40 per cent or 60 per cent. All of it must go. 

the second condition for 
staying below 1.5 ° C–or indeed any other boundary between a tolerable and an intolerable 
future–would be ‘substantial reductions in the historical lifetimes’ of fossil fuel infrastructure. 

breaks the spell: ‘Sabotage’, writes R. H. 
Lossin, one of the finest contemporary scholars in the field, ‘is a sort of prefigurative, if temporary, 
seizure of property. It is’–in reference to the climate emergency–‘both a logical, justifiable and 
effective form of resistance and a direct affront to the sanctity of capitalist ownership.’ 

‘Pipelines are very easily sabotaged. A simple explosive device can put a critical section of 
pipeline out of operation for weeks’, the Pipeline and Gas Journal lamented 

On tire deflating: Pin will release the air if pushed down. Insert a piece of gravel the size of a 
boiled couscous grain or corn of black pepper–or, we suggested, use a mung bean–and screw 
the cap back on. With the little object pressing down the pin inside the valve, the tyre will be fully 
deflated after about an hour. 

the threats with another wave of deflation, dedicated to the half million victims 

deflation of SUVs we luxuriated in was direct action as prank, perhaps too jolly and tender to 
deserve the term ‘sabotage’. 

To be rich in the world today is to come out on top in the distribution of the ‘unequal ability to 
pollute’, 

as Dario Kenner names 

There are fifty-six countries in the world with annual per capita emissions lower than the 
emissions from one individual flying once between London and New York. 

a distinction, widely accepted in the literature, between luxury and subsistence emissions. 

conspicuous consumption of fossil fuels ought to be classified as a crime. 

This is crime sold as ideal living. 



Amir Parviz Pouyan. In his essay ‘On the Necessity of Armed Struggle and the Refutation of the 
Theory of “Survival” ’ 

righteous property destruction falls within the boundaries of non-violence. 

The position has scriptural support. Jesus Christ was no stranger to the tactic: the Gospel 

Physical force that injures inanimate objects does not, on this view, count as violence, 

Because property represents the white power structure, which they were attacking and trying to 
destroy.’ On the standard view, 

property destruction that approaches killing and maiming, namely that which hits material 
conditions for subsistence. 

the machines of the fossil economy are the problem. 

William Smith, one of the most astute theorists, has recently turned his attention to direct action 
along the lines of ‘occupations, sabotage, property damage and other types of force’ 
designed to dissuade opponents from proceeding with their plans and deter them from duplicating 
their efforts. 

must be grounds for believing that mellower tactics have led nowhere, and that this lack of 
progress is itself a symptom of the structural depth of the ills.‘The severity or urgency of the harm’ 
may be such that direct action needs no further warrant. 

right to resistance at some point can morph into a duty. 

Fear for the loss of property is a categorically distinct fear. It pertains to the 
balance sheet and budget, not the body. ‘Vandalism’ 
would be a more appropriate term, as would ‘sabotage’, which we have used as a synonym for 
the damage and destruction of property; 

262 cases of what they called ‘petroleum terrorism’, 

White Skin, Black Fuel: On the Danger of Fossil Fascism 
Malm, Andreas; The Zetkin Collective 

And [they] have brought humanity to the edge of oblivion: because they think they are white. 
James Baldwin, ‘On Being White … and Other Lies’, 1984 

Two trends now seemed to intersect: rapidly rising temperatures 
and rapid advances of the far right. 
the political ecology of the far right in the climate crisis. 
Europe is the continent that gifted the world with both the fossil economy and fascism. 
Cara Daggett has proposed the term ‘fossil fascism’: 
white skin and black fuel have been coupled for a long time– 
But colonial history 
prehistory of fossil fascism 
The Zetkin Collective, 
illusion that fossil fuels can be relinquished through some kind of smooth, reasoned transition with 
everyone on board. 
a transition will happen through intense polarisation and confrontation, or 
it will not happen at all. 
postscript that surveys the scene of 2020, 
Postscript: A Strange Year in the Elevator 



demagoguery cannot survive when adherence to scientific expertise makes the difference 
between life and death. 
The British Empire, he should have remembered, was built with wind. 
fossil capital, as we have called it in this book, had a predilection for sponsoring US police forces 
and supplying them with weapons. 
the words George Floyd wheezed 
‘I can’t breathe’–had an ecological ring to them. They spoke to the moment of the pandemic, 
US climate movement. Its direct actions had always been of the civil and polite type, in which 
activists practically count on being arrested. That tactic now conclusively manifested itself as a 
white privilege. 
the countries determining the fate of the planet readied for an increase in fossil fuel production, by 
an average of 2 per cent per year in the decade ahead.  
The Zetkin Collective 

end Malm 

Nelson Mandela 
‘violence would begin whether we initiated it or not. Would it not be better to guide this violence 
ourselves, according to principles where we saved lives by attacking symbols of oppression, and 
not people?’  

Jessica Reznicek and Ruby Montoya are tutors in this department, dismantling fossil fuel 

Palestinians invented techniques for sending kites and helium-inflated condoms carrying 
incendiary materials across the wall to burn Israeli property. 

In Santiago, they used up to fifty handheld lasers to bring down police drones from the sky. 

‘spring uprising’ in 2019, written by the Wretched of the Earth, a network of climate activists of 
colour, together with Ende Gelände, 
required to win this ‘fight of our lives’ is ‘a diversity and plurality of tactics’. 

October 2019, Jessica Reznicek and Ruby Montoya were indicted on charges that carried a 
sentence of 110 years in prison. The 

a ruling order that destroys the foundations of life deserves no loyalty from its subjects. 

Sabotage can proceed in the dark. 

Roy Scranton, whose 
claim to fame is a book called Learning to Die in the Anthropocene, followed by We’re Doomed. 
Now What? 

their combat was for history, for memory … This affirmation of life by way of a sacrifice and 
combat with no prospect of victory is a tragic paradox that can only be understood as an act of 
faith in history, 

Emiliano Zapata: ‘It is better to die on your feet than to live on your knees’–better to die blowing 
up a pipeline than to burn impassively– 

sabotage on some scale from the 1980s to the early 2000s? Those were the days of Earth First!, 
Animal Liberation Front and Earth Liberation Front. Their campaigns of ‘monkeywrenching’ or 
‘ecotage’ 

Deep Green Resistance by Aric McBay, Lierre Keith and Derrick Jensen 
300 pages of Deep Green Resistance serve as a manual on something called ‘Decisive 
Ecological Warfare’. 



‘uniquely valuable individuals make uniquely valuable targets for assassination’ 

a famous line in The Wretched of the Earth where Frantz Fanon writes of violence as a ‘cleansing 
force’. It frees the native ‘from his despair and inaction; it makes him fearless and restores his 
self-respect’. 

end Malm 

"…we study persons more than we study ideas." 
 H Newton Maloney 

“Dialogue … is possible …only on the basis of a common realm of meaning… 
…truth limits the realm of the political… 
…truth…is integral … to the human condition…an essential relation between the recognition of 
truth…the recognition of the world …and the recognition of the human. 
Without the space  opened up by truth …there can be no true …engagement of human beings 
with one another.” 
 Jeff Malpas 

 "The power of population is so superior to the power of the earth to produce subsistence for 
man." 
 Thomas Malthus 

Manchin, Joe: 
“They do not believe the truth will set you free, so they continue to live in fear.”  

One in 3 people worldwide suffer from a pain that cannot be cured but can only be carried. 
Chronic pain is not just a symptom, it is a debilitating disease that severely interferes with simple 
daily activities. 
 Flavia Mancini 

Mandavilli, Apoorva: 
“Americans are living with science as it unfolds in real time. The process has always been fluid, 
unpredictable. But rarely has it moved at this speed, leaving citizens to confront research findings 
as soon as they land at the front door, a stream of deliveries that no one ordered and no one 
wants. 
Scientists have familiarized themselves with the coronavirus at lightning speed. 
Health officials could begin even now with two minute videos to explain basic concepts; 
information hotlines in public forums at the local, state and federal level; and a response of social 
media presence to counter misinformation.” 

Emily St. John Mandel: 
“Life’s too short to spend time with books that you don’t love.” 
“Survival is Insufficient.” 
 Emily St. John Mandel in Station Eleven, via Star Wars 

“ I have my doubts that recalling evil can make people good. But at least we have to try.” 
 Ruth B Mandel, nyt obit  Voyage of the Damned 

Mandela: 
“It always seems impossible until it is done.” 



”I've never understood … having something to fall back on. If I'm going to fall … I want to fall 
forward … that way I'll see what I'm about to hit." 
"…there can be no keener revelation of a society's soul than the way in which it treats its 
children." 
“There is no passion to be found playing small - in settling for a life that is less than the one you 
are capable of living.” 
“We cannot win a war, but we can win an election.” 
“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not 
he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear.... 
It always seems impossible until it’s done.” 
“If [people] can learn to haste, they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the 
human heart than its opposite.” 
“I need you in order to be me. 
You need me in order to be you…Ubuntu.” 
“Having a greviance or resentment is like drinking poison and hoping it will kill the enemy.” 

“Mandela was active in promoting Ubuntu, which came to be known in South Africa as a humanist 
ethic uniting all people.” 
 by Joseph Blatter   

On Mandela, via Dov Siedman (via Friedman): 
“Mandela’s moral authority derived from the fact that he trusted his people with the truth rather 
than just telling them what they wanted to hear. Leaders who trust people with the truth, hard 
truths, are trusted back.... People ... are craving genuine leadership — leaders who lead by their 
moral authority to inspire, to elevate others and to enlist us in a shared journey.” 
Friedman on Mandela (via Seidman): It was about seizing a really big moment to go from racism 
to pluralism without stopping for revenge. 

“It is what we make out of what we have, not what we are given, that separates one person from 
another.” 
“Don’t address their brains. Address their hearts.” 

Nelson Mandela: I have discovered the secret that after climbing a great hill, one only finds that 
there are many more hills to climb.  
I have taken a moment here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that  
surrounds me, to look back on the distance I have come. But I can rest only for a moment, for 
with freedom comes responsibilities, and I dare not linger, for my long walk is not yet ended. 
“Government violence can do only one thing and that is to breed counterviolence,” 

end Nelson Mandela 

"Liberty encompasses all the rules and limits that govern politics, justice, economics and religion.” 
“…America can stop bad things from happening abroad, it cannot make good things happen. 
That has to come from within a country.” said Michael Mandelbaum (via Friedman) 
 Michael Mandelbaum 
  
Clouds are not spheres, coastlines are not circles, bark is not smooth, nor does lightning travel in 
straight lines. 
 Mandelbrot 

Mandelin, Arthur M: 
‘Your eyes will not see what your mind does not know,’ ” he observed. 

“You might not see things yet on the surface, but underground, it’s already on fire.” 
 Y B Mangunwijaya, Indonesian writer, 1998 



“...poverty itself reduces cognitive capacity. ...because poverty-related concerns consume mental 
resources, leaving less for other tasks...” 
 Anandi Mani, et al. Nature 341 (2013) 976 

“… social media amplifies every big story until it swallows the world.” 
…the larger dysfunction at the heart of our … rot: a failure to live sustainably…Our whole way of 
life is built on a series of myths [and assumptions]:…” 
“…unwarranted certainty, and an under-appreciation of the unknown, might be our collective 
downfall, because it blinds us to a new dynamic governing humanity: The world is getting more 
complicated, and therefore less predictable….the black swans are circling…more-connected, 
complicated systems lead to more surprising, unexpected outcomes…” 
Like America’s failed response to the coronavirus, the wildfires and poisonous air are best seen 
as a product of negligence at all levels of society, from individuals to cities and states to a federal 
government that, in recent decades, exited the business of getting anything done. These were 
natural disasters exacerbated by human weaknesses: a reluctance to plan, a preference for 
denial over prevention, for consumption and convenience over caution, and for quick fixes over 
lasting change. 
…he is the embodiment of a political and cultural rot that will remain long after he’s left the scene. 
…Trump has ignored climate change because it’s been politically easy to do so. 
…Tourism should not return to anything like its old, profligate normal… 
Technology hadn’t just made travel very cheap but had also cheapened it. Glorious Instagram 
sunsets blinded us to the enormous planetary costs of travel.” 

“…the soul-sucking, health-destroying maw of capitalism…My job has dibs on my mind and my 
time, it gets the best of my attention and creativity, and it is the subject of my deepest neuroses 
and my most intractable stresses…I didn’t really realize how much work ruled my life until the 
pandemic — until this huge meteor took aim at our lives and forced me to reconsider what I was 
doing… in America’s relentless hustle culture, we have turned our jobs into prisons for our minds 
and souls. It’s time to break free.” 
 Farhad Manjoo 

“There is no realistic scenario for addressing climate change that does not involve a 
comprehensive reorganization of human societies in the reasonable near term…” 
 Geoff Mann 

"Until you have done something for humanity, you should be ashamed to die." 
 Horace Mann 

“...it is no longer acceptable for scientists to remain on the sidelines.... there is nothing 
inappropriate at all about drawing on our scientific knowledge to speak out about the very real 
implications of our research.... If scientists choose not to engage in the public debate, we leave a 
vacuum that will be filled by those whose agenda is one of short-term self-interest.... Department 
of Homeland Security has urged citizens to report anything dangerous they witness: ‘If you see 
something, say something.’” 
 Michael E Mann 

Thomas Mann in Confessions of Felix Krull (via Barb letter, re: Portuguese): 
“…you will find…a racial mixture that is highly entertaining because of its variety and confusion. 
The original inhabitants were mixed-Iberians…with a Celtic element. But in the course of two 
thousand years Venetians, Carthaginians, Romans, Vandals, Suevians, West Goths, and 
especially the Arabs, the Moors have cooperated to produce the type that awaits you - not to 
forget a sizeable admixture of Negro blood from the many dark-skinned slaves that were brought 
in at the time that Portugal owned the whole African coast. You must not be surprised at a certain 
quality of the hair, certain lips, a certain melancholy animal look in the eye that appear from time 
to time. But the Moorish-Berber racial element…is clearly predominant - from the long period of 
Arab domination. The net result is a not exactly heroic but decidedly amiable type: dark-haired, 
somewhat yellowish in complexion, and of delicare build, with handsome, intelligent brown eyes.” 
 Thomas Mann 



  
“…war service, using thought as a weapon.” 

“One of the two major parties, the Republican Party, has become an insurgent outlier — 
ideologically extreme; contemptuous of the inherited social and economic policy regime; scornful 
of compromise; unpersuaded by conventional understanding of facts, evidence and science; and 
dismissive of the legitimacy of its political opposition.”  
 Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein  

“…’himpathy’ — the inappropriate and disproportionate sympathy powerful men often enjoy… 
himpathy is so thoroughly on display, in such a public way, that the time is ripe to push for a mass 
moral reckoning. …himpathy can, at its most extreme, become full‐blown gendered sociopathy: a 
pathological moral tendency to feel sorry exclusively for the alleged male perpetrator … 
What makes himpathy so difficult to counter is that the mechanisms underlying it are partly moral 
in nature: Sympathy and empathy are pro‐social moral emotions, which makes it especially hard 
to convince people that when they skew toward the powerful and against the vulnerable, they 
become a source of systemic injustice.  
 Kate Manne NYT 
“[Men have come to expect certain things from women -…Misogyny is the mind-set that polices 
and enforces these goals; it’s the law enforcement branch [of the patriarchy…]” 
 Kate Manne via Paul Bloom, New Yorker 

“[...the intellectual’s] special task is to provide an interpretation of the world.” 
via Mishra: “Everywhere, people are awaiting a messiah…” 1922 
 Karl Mannheim 

Manning, Frederic: 
“War is waged by men, not beasts or by gods…It is a peculiarly human activity. 
To call it a crime against mankind is to miss at least half its significance.” 

Mansfield, Harvey: 
“Rule of the people requires that the power of the people be limited, spread out, and qualified, 
and argued out. This is the danger of democratization.”  
America is a country with very little freedom of  
the mind. This is a terrible defect and risk.  
 Materialism is a main intellectual risk of democracy.  
There's been a real change even in the last ten years, I would say, toward aggressive intolerance 
in the universities.  
Philosophy asks questions. Politics requires answers. If philosophy asks questions, the most 
difficult and often the most interesting questions are those which are subversive. That is, which 
question the cherished beliefs of the people among whom those philosophers live. So philosophy 
has to be understood as something inherently and necessarily subversive. It wants to unsettle the 
questions which most people and which societies require to be settled. So it's a dangerous 
occupation.  
Leo Strauss was a German Jewish refugee who came to America to escape Hitler. And he 
discovered that philosophers before the 19th century had to make a practice of that kind of 
speech, doublespeech, a kind of a protective covering of the essential—not so much truths, as 
questions—which lie underneath.  

Mantel, Hillary: 
“History is not the past”. It’s what’s left in the sieve when the centuries have run through it.”  

“The only solution lies in promoting ideas simple enough to be grasped by the people.” 
A revolution is neither a dinner party, nor writing an essay, painting a picture, or doing embroidery. 
It cannot be so refined, so leisurely, gentle, temperate, kind, courteous, restrained  and 
magnanimous. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one class overthrows 
another.” 



"We are few, but we do not have to win; we only have to make a mess big enough that the larger 
public will not tolerate it!"  

Chairman Mao 

“[John A.] Powell compared harmful speech to carbon pollution: People are allowed to drive cars. 
But the government can regulate greenhouse emissions.” 
 Andrew Marantz 

Marcario, Rose, Patagonia: 
“How do we use business as a force for good, instead of evil and greed… 
The Sanskrit word … vanaprastha, which means going into the forest…during this stage of your 
life you…become an adviser and a teacher…” 

Marchetti: 
CIA HQ: 
 And ye shall know the truth, 
 And the truth shall make you free. 
  John, VIII: 32 
“…the democratic government runs the risk of imitating its enemies’ methods and, thereby, 
destroying the very democracy that it is seeking to defend…” 
Barzun, Brandeis, Muggeridge,  quotes 

"There's nothing worse in life than being a victim of situations beyond your control." 
 Sergio Marchionne 

“You can’t run the church on Hail Marys.” 
 Paul Marcinkus, Vatican Bank 1971-89 Catholic 

Marcos, Ferdinand, Jr.: Marcos family, Phillipines: 
A critic said: ‘It will determine not just our future but our past.’ 

Zapatista subcomandante Marcos (via Tufekci): 

“Yes, Marcos is gay. Marcos is gay in San Francisco, black in South Africa, an Asian in Europe, a 
Chicano in San ysidro, an anarchist in Spain, a Palestinian in Israel, a Mayan Indian in the streets 
of San Cristobal, a Jew in Germany, a Gypsy in Poland, a Mohawk in Quebec, a pacifist in 
Bosnia, a single woman on the metro at 10 pm, a peasant without land, a gang member in the 
slums, an unemployed worker, an unhappy student and, of course, a Zapitista in the mountains. 

Marcos is all the exploited, marginalized, oppressed minorities, resisting and saying ‘Enough’. He 
is every minority who is now beginning to speak  and every majority that must shut up and listen. 
He is every untolerated group searching for a way to speak. Everything that makes power and the 
good consciences of those in power uncomfortable - this is Marcos.”  Ref. 27, p. 109, Tufekci 

Don Quixote… 
“I have a dead brother. Who doesn’t have a dead brother? I have a dead brother, killed by a bullet 
to the head at dawn on January 1, 1994. Very early came that bullet. Very early death entered my 
brother’s forehead. He used to laugh. Not now. I can’t keep him in my pocket,  
but I kept the bullet that killed him. I asked the bullet where it came from. It answered, ‘From a 
gun’. From a government soldier’s gun, serving those in power who themselves serve others.   
That deadly bullet has no country. Nor does the fight to keep brothers and of others in our 
pockets. That’s why Zapatistas wear uniforms with many pockets. Not to keep bullets, but to keep 
brothers.” from film A Place Called Chiapis, about 1 hr. in… 

via Ponce de Leon: ‘He is transparent, and he is iconographic. He hides his face so that he can 
be seen. 
Marcos converses with his ‘other self’, who plays the role of devil’s advocate and cynic to the 
author’s romanticism. 



end Marcos 

Amanda Marcotte Troll Nation 2018: 
Trolls - people who irritate other people, are mean to others, tear down others. 
“[The right] conflate being challenged with being censored… 
…you can’t reason someone out of a position they didn’t reason themselves into… 
…hate gives them that power…flagging a target to hate…creates a singular, simplistic goal that is 
easy to rally the haters behind… 
…the right has been reduced to one-note trolling, because they know they can’t win an actual 
ndebate about values…” 

“Sunrise – sunset –swiff go the days, Life is unfair 
Aris longa – vita brevis.” 
“…the race is not always to the swift nor the battle to the strong. A little planning, hope, courage, 
and self-esteem will carry you – and help to realize ambition which is not fantasy.” 
 Stanley Marcus obit SLTrib 8-20-08 

’…productivity gains should be used for shorter working hours rather than to multiply profit, waste, 
destruction and domination…critique of patriarchy’ 
 Herbert Marcuse via Thorkelson 
  
“We’re faced with an unprecedented problem...we’re getting more people in government who feel 
they should be ruled by a sense of conscience.” 
 Robert Mardian, 1972 asst US attorney general 

"The stories we tell literally make the world. If you want to change the world, you need to change 
your story. This truth applies to both individuals and institutions." 
 Michael Margolis  see also Orwell 

"[I learned as early as the fourth grade to] tell bullshit from … real authentic experience.” 
 “It’s not humanly possible to be a good wife, a good mother and a first-class scientist.” 
 Lynn Margulis 

“The past has a future we never expect.” Thus Bad Begins book. 
 Javier Marias 

“Markoff, John: What the Dormouse Said: 
“...Steve Jobs ... still believed that taking LSD was one of the two or three most important things 
he had done in his life ... “ 
“Stolaroff [believed] LSD would give society a new set of powerful tools to advance human 
development ... [he] set off on his own grand quest to augment the human mind.” 
“[Stewart Brand] thought Carbogen was just great and later concluded that, in comparison, LSD 
was a bit of a disappointment.” 
“Information wants to be free. ... “We are as gods and we might as well get used to it.” (quoting 
Edmund Leach). Brand said. 
“Our life is abstracted from us by the coin we exchange.” Fred Moore 
“The best graphics are in your head.” ad by Infocom, 1980s 

Whole Earth: The Many Lives of Stewart Brand 
Markoff, John  
see under Brand 
end of Markoff quotes 

"Democrats complain to the cartoonist. Republicans … go straight to the publisher." 
 Doug Marlette 

Marquez: 



“Latin America is a laboratory of failed illusions. Our main virtue is creativity, and yet we have not 
done much more than live off reheated doctrines and alien wars.” 
Antonio Pigafetta early book 
see chapter in Nobel Writers on … 

I have learned that everyone wants to live on the 
  peak of the mountain, 
Without knowing that real happiness is in how it 
  Is climbed. 
I have learned that when a newborn child squeezes  
  for the first time 
 with his tiny fist his father’s finger, 
 he has him trapped forever. 
I have learned that a man has the right to look  
  down on another only 
When he has to help the other to get to his feet. 
  Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
“[I need] to write so I would not die.” 
“There is no shore on the other side.” - quoting his grandfather. 
“Life is not what one lived, but what one remembers and how one remembers it in order to 
recount it.” 
…an intricate stew of truths and mirages. 

“You write better with all your problems resolved. 
You write better in good health. 
You write better without preoccupations. 
You write better when you have love in your life. 
There is a romantic idea that suffering and adversity 
are very good, very useful for the writer. 
I don’t agree at all.” 
 G G Marquez 
on Marquez:  “...the magic in magic realism has deep roots in the real...it grows out of the real 
and illuminates it in beautiful and unexpected ways....The flights of fancy need real ground 
beneath them.” 
 Salman Rushdie 
end Marquez 

Laura Marris, translator, on Albert Camus: 
‘The Plague did not come easy to Camus…the sentences…bear witness to the tension and the 
monotony of illness and quarantine. They stretch their lengths to match the pull of anxious 
waiting…For Camus, illness was both his lived experience and a metaphor for war, the creep of 
fascism, the horror of Vichy France collaborating in mass murder….while Camus was writing for 
the moment, he was also writing for the future….I still hope that books from the past can be a 
kind of serum for the future.’ 
 Laura Marris, translator of The Plague 

“Everyone has two heritages, ethnic and human. The human aspects give art its real enduring 
power. ..The racial aspect, that’s a crutch so that you don’t have to go out into the world. Jazz 
music teaches you what it is to live in a democracy, to be American.” 
“…something just feels good about abusing another person when you feel bad about yourself.” 
 Wynton Marsalis 

"Homeopathic education: undetectably small amounts of factual education diluted by large 
quantities of content-free nonsense," 
 Adam Marshall New Sci 15 Jan 2011 



Disasters can reinforce social networks (and with them established norms and worldviews) 
 George Marshall 

“Donald Trump ... has normalized hate for a much broader swathe of the population who were 
perhaps already disaffected but had their grievances and latent prejudices held in check by social 
norms.”  
 Josh Marshall, via Friedman 

“…maybe there is a single factor that predisposes people to psychopathology. “ 
 Michael Marshall NATURE 

"…bin Laden, his lieutenants, and his foot soldiers have repeatedly stated their aim to impose 
their values of Islam on, first, the Muslim world and, then, the rest of the world. They want each 
country to accept or be forced into submission to their version of Islamic Shari'a law…Their public 
statements, their strategy and recruitment, the notes and prayers left by the airplane hijackers, all 
show a deep religious commitment. They do not lament inequality; decry poverty, or call for 
democracy. They do not rant about globalization or consumerism or capitalism. They explicitly 
name and target Christianity, Judaism, and moderate Islam. By all means let us call this 
inauthentic religion, perverted religion, hijacked religion. But, at the cost of blinding ourselves, let 
us never forget that it is religion." 
 Paul Marshall et al  Islam at the Crossroads, 2002 

“...the current imposition of curbs on perceived anti-Islamic speech ... is incompatible with the 
freedoms that define democracy and individual human rights.” 
 Paul Marshall and Nina Shea, Silenced, 2011. 

“The law can open doors and knock down walls, but it cannot build bridges.” 
 Thurgood Marshall 

“ ….our economy operates as if no physical limits exist…our economy only functions well when 
it's growing. Economy, Energy, and the Environment – the three E's." 
The right narrative can save the world, while the wrong one can be incredibly destructive….To 
me, everything is a series of risks, some large and some small, with relatively few above my 
personal threshold of attention and most below." 
Energy …is the master resource.   …the age of growth is drawing to a close…nature is doing it 
for us…nature doesn't do bailouts." 
 Chris Martenson, The Crash Course 

“Frugality doesn’t mean doing less. It means doing as much or more with less.” 
 William S Marth, Pfizer 

“Evil is a cop-out. It distances us from asking hard, important, and specific questions…If there is 
evil here, it is complacency, and it is collective”. 
 Courtney Martin on Vegas shooting 

“...advanced technology causes us to need even more advanced technology in order to survive.” 
 James Martin, ny times obituary 

Martinez, Antonio Garcia:  
Chaos Monkeys: Obscene Fortune and Random Failure in Silicon Valley 
Man Plans and God Laughs 
Theodor Herzl, “If you will it, it is no dream; and if you do not will it, a dream it will remain.” The 
post-Enlightenment man living in a liberal democracy believes he has a right to an opinion; post-
Facebook, he also believes he has a right to his own reality. An online reality that aims to validate 
his worldview and bends reality to flatter his prejudices. Cognitive dissonance, perhaps 
humanity’s great cognitive Achilles Heel, is the psychological bug whereby we not only reject 
contrary evidence to a dearly-held worldview, we embrace that view even more tightly as a result. 
Crafting every user a media safe space is how Facebook grew to half a trillion dollars in value, 



the algorithm will shovel as much sugar and fat into your mouth as you like, offering up daily 
doses of media French fries. 

Before Gutenberg, most of humanity lived in a nontextual swirl of word-of-mouth, a media 
landscape of verbal ephemera and tribal folklore. 
Privacy is an illusion, 
Louis Brandeis in 1890—in his now-classic The Right to Privacy— 
invite you to write your own competing account. Together we may arrive at the set of mutually 
agreed-upon lies called history. 
end Martinez 

"The secret of success is honesty and fair dealing. 
If you can fake those, you've got it made." 
“I don’t know what they have to say 
It makes no difference anyway 
Whatever it is, I’m against it! 
No matter what it is 
Or who commenced it 
I’m against it!” 
 Groucho Marx 

Marx: 
““History repeats itself. First as tragedy, second as farce.”  
“Philosophers have sought to interpret the world. The point, however, is to change it.” 
"Our job is not to interpret the world, but to change it." 
I assume, of course, a reader who is willing to learn something new and therefore to think for 
himself. 
The capitalist can live longer without the worker than the worker can without him. 
“I am not a Marxist.” said late in life  
“…everything in history happens twice, the first time as tragedy, the second time as farce.” 
Via Howard Zinn play, Marx character: why is it necessary to declare me dead again and again?”  
via Mark Lilla: Marx wrote that in epochs of evolutionary crisis we ‘anxiously conjure up the spirit 
of the past’ to comfort ourselves in the face of the unknown. 
Once upon a time ...” 

Marshall Berman on Marx: 
"…one of the great tormented giants of the nineteenth century…who drive us crazy, as they drove 
themselves, but whose agony generated so much of the spiritual capital on which we still live." 

Rius, Marx for Beginners: 
"Marx invented documentary reporting with his articles on the peasants of the Moselle district…" 

quoted by Marx: 
Timon of Athens: ' money is the common whore of mankind.' 
Sophocles Antigone:  

Money is the curse of man, none greater!  
That's what wrecks cities, banishing men from home,  
Tempts and deludes the most well-meaning soul, 
Pointing out the way to infamy and shame…" 

via Peter Frase: 
“In fact, the realm of freedom actually begins only where labour which is determined by necessity 
and mundane considerations ceases; thus in the very nature of things it lies beyond the sphere of 
actual material production. Just as the savage must wrestle with Nature to satisfy his wants, to 
maintain and reproduce life, so must civilised man, and he must do so in all social formations and 
under all possible modes of production. With his development this realm of physical necessity 
expands as a result of his wants; but, at the same time, the forces of production which satisfy 
these wants also increase. Freedom in this field can only consist in socialised man, the 



associated producers, rationally regulating their interchange with Nature, bringing it under their 
common control, instead of being ruled by it as by the blind forces of Nature; and achieving this 
with the least expenditure of energy and under conditions most favourable to, and worthy of, their 
human nature. But it nonetheless still remains a realm of necessity. Beyond it begins that 
development of human energy which is an end in itself, the true realm of freedom, which, 
however, can blossom forth only with this realm of necessity as its basis. The shortening of the 
working-day is its basic prerequisite.” 
 Karl Marx, Capital III 
see also Menand on Marx, Hegel... 

“There is no royal road to science, and only those who do not dread the fatiguing climb of its 
steep paths have a chance of gaining its luminous summits.” 
 Marx via Gareth Stedman Jones review 

Engels: 
 "I simply cannot understand how anyone can be envious of genius; it's something so very 
special that we who have not got it know it to be unattainable right from the start; but to be 
envious of anything like that one must have to be frightfully small-minded.” 
at Marx’s funeral (via Arendt): “Just as Darwin discovered the law of development of  organic life, 
so Marx discovered the law of development of human history.” 
end Karl Marx 

Masai: 
“We pick out the brightest children, those with the most potential, and then send them off with the 
goats. It takes brains to identify each animal, find water, and ward off cattle rustlers. School is for 
those who are less quick.” 
 Johnson Kinyago, Masai herder, quoted in The Economist, Mar 23, 2002, p. 45  

Tom Maschler: “a tainted genius with the gift of being a stranger to self-doubt.” by Patrick Janson-
Smith in Maschler NYT obit.  

Maslow, Abraham H.: 
“…the search for identity is, in essence, the search for one’s own intrinsic, authentic values.” 
 Abraham Maslow, 1968 
“Scientists are too bashful to talk about beauty, until they grow old enough to become 
shameless.” 
 Slight paraphrase of Abraham Maslow. 
"The good society is, thus, the one which gives the greatest freedom to its people – freedom…" 
…a baby is only potentially a human being, and must grow into humanness in the society and the 
culture, the family.” 
end Abraham Maslow 

Mason, Daniel: 
“…in the field, he moved with the same alacrity as he had during his childhood days collecting… 
powered not by physical strength but by a momentum of mind, of wonder and joy, movement 
driven by movement itself, by the sun and heat and cold on his neck, the astonishment of the 
natural world unfolding. From life at sea, he had acquired the habit of rising early; from the rivers 
and countless portages, the conviction that one does not own what one cannot carry.”  
 on Alfred Russel Wallace. 
[Wallace] did not intend to destroy faith; he intended to explain the shaping of a beetle's horns. 
Should faith fall inthe process, he thought (and then thought about it no more), it was a matter for 
theologians to resolve.  
 Daniel Mason 

“If we do not provide against corruption, our government will soon be at an end.” 
 George Mason, VA delegate to Constit Conv., via Truthout  



Mason, Herbert Molley: To Kill the Devil, 1978 
“For twelve years Adolf Hitler ruled Germany… It was the period of the ‘good’ German going 
along controlled by the strident coercion of state propaganda ……overcome by lethargy or 
convinced that Hitler and his juggernaut we're Germany’s destiny.” 
 Herbert Molley Mason, Jr., 
“It was the German soldiers who brought themselves through difficult conflicts of conscience to 
the realization that legal methods could have no effect against the National Socialist terror.” 
 General von Sodenstern, via Mason, Jr. 

“Compromise is the core of democracy. It’s the only way we can govern. But when you make 
people feel threatened, nobody compromises with evil.” 
 Lillian Mason 

Mason, Paul: 
For the British journalist Paul Mason, that question is closed: capitalism’s current condition is 
terminal. via Mark Blyth 
"The Occupy camps are a physical expression of what people experience when they're on-line: 
negotiated, benign, hierarchy free spaces. I see a camp as an analogue social network….this 
generation believes power ought to be disseminated. They are almost religiously anti-hierarchy 
and anti-power." 
 Paul Mason  from Mason, 2012: Why It's Kicking Off Everywhere on Kindle: 
"We're in the middle of a revolution caused by the near-collapse of free-market capitalism 
combined with an upswing in technical innovation, a surge in desire for individual freedom and a 
change in human consciousness about what freedom means… 
'If Iran sleeps tonight, it will sleep forever.' @mehri912 
"The gleaming techno-future of American capitalism was long ago packed up and sold to china 
for a few more years of borrowed junk." in 
 Communique from an Absent Future. 

At the center of all the protest movements is a new sociological type: the graduate with no 
future….a number of common traits… 
 the quintessential venue for unrest is the global city, a megatropolis in which reside the 
three tribes of discontent – the youth, the slum-dwellers and the working class. 
 …members of this generation of 'graduates with no future' recognize one another as part 
of an international sub-class, with behaviours and aspirations which easily cross borders…there 
is a mass transnational culture of disillusionment…. 
 the sheer size of the student population means that it is a transmitter of unrest to a much 
wider section of the population than before. 

…the crucial concept is the network. 
 Facebook is used to form groups… 
 Twitter is used for real-time organization and news dissemination… 
 YouTube…to provide instant evidence of the claims being made… 
 and the democracy of retweeting (or sharing on Facebook) filters out the trash… 
 Blogs …have offered that vital resource: somewhere to link to…journals of record. 

…a network can usually defeat a hierarchy…Once information networks become 'social', the 
implications are massive: truth can now travel faster than lies, and all propaganda becomes 
instantly flammable….millions of people will set it right: they act like white blood cells against 
infection so that ultimately the truth … persists much longer than disinformation. 
The new technology … provides instant evidence of truth and can facilitate swift neutralization of 
lies. 
…the much bigger change this technology has brought about: the change in human behavior…a 
major expansion in the power of the individual human being. 

The revolts, then, are the result of a technological revolution driven by the deployment of digital 
communications at work, in social life, and now in the forms of protest…The new technology 
underpins our ability to be at the same time more individualistic and more collective; it shapes our 



consciousness and magnifies the crucial driver of all revolutions – the perceived difference 
between what could be and what is. 

Port Huron Statement…'We regard men as infinitely precious and possessed of unfulfilled 
capacities for reason, freedom, and love. In affirming these principles we are aware of countering 
perhaps the dominant conceptions of man in the twentieth century: that he is a thing to be 
manipulated, and that he is inherently incapable of directing his own affairs.' 

…social media has moved ….from the realm of gaming and fantasy into the world of everyday 
interaction…the newest, most satisfying and most immersive user experience is reality. 

Karl Marx …was the most modern and most pro-capitalist of the revolutionaries of his age…
Capitalism … create enough wealth so that, when you redistributed it, it would eliminate human 
need. Only then …could you begin to address the alienation and unfreedom at the heart of 
human existence…Marx's goal was … the liberation of individual human beings. 

'information capitalism' … the most valuable commodities in the market are ideas, rather than 
physical objects… 

…the classic menopausal boy's toy of the American Midwest, a Harley-Davidson… 

…the book [The Grapes of Wrath, Steinbeck] is not just about a journey: it is about the search for 
a new economic model based on state intervention to guarantee full employment, and about a 
new social model based on solidarity and tolerance. 

Blair aide Jonathan Powell: 'Once Syria goes, the next on the list is Iran.' 

Alexis de Tocqueville…1848 [days before the French insurrection]: …we are sleeping on a 
volcano…the earth is trembling…Can you not feel the wind of revolution in the air? 

Friedrich Hayek…said…social justice was unachievable and that the inequality and misery 
produced by capitalism was both moral and logical…'…only a system where we tolerate grossly 
unjust differences of reward is capable of keeping the present population of the world in 
existence.' 

The present system cannot guarantee the existence of 7 billion people on this planet. It cannot 
even recognize their basic humanity….the economic crisis has begun to collide with the long-term 
strategic problems we knew were going to come in the twenty-first century…climate change, 
energy depletion, population stress. 

what was chanted in Tahrir Square 
 When the people decide to live, 

Destiny will obey, 
Darkness will disappear 
And chains will be broken. 

end of Paul Mason book quotes 

“…solitude, the space in which a thought can grow as organically as a cell, in which the real 
loneliness and boredom of intellectual workare eclipsed by the ecstasy such work can yield.” 
 Wyatt Mason on Daniel Mason 

"When someone else ends up on welfare, it is because he or she is lazy, careless, or 
irresponsible; when I end up on welfare, however, it is through no fault of my own but because of 
events beyond my control……actor-observer effect…fundamental attribution error…" 
 Douglas Massey 
“...a novel ... is free to make history dance.” 
 Allan Massie 



“… resistance must be rooted in wisdom.” 
 Michael Massing, The Nation 

 Gabor Mate says, “The major cause of severe substance addiction is always childhood trauma.” 
from The Matrix: 
 The Matrix is the world that has been pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth... a 
prison for your mind ... You take the the blue pill, the story [the illusion] ends ... you believe 
whatever you want to believe. You take the red pill, you stay in wonderland [the illusion continues] 
...” 
"…your politicians are always saying what a great, the greatest country in the world, they all want 
to be like us…If you met some guy who kept telling you how great he was, and everyone wants to 
be like him, how would you diagnose him? He’s got a grandiose personality disorder. In other 
words, what he is actually doing is compensating for his deep insecurity. So that, this is a country 
that in its very rhetoric betrays extraordinary insecurity." 
 Gabor Mate 

Charles Mathewes, Why Evil Exists great course, 2011: 
“…one wonders how many times the United States can lose its innocence. We are a nation that 
seems serially to obliterate the dark lessons of the past… 
…people’s behavior is more determined by therir surrounding context than their innate character. 
…a society lapsing into an insane form of moral stupor - the banality of evil. 
…a society can experience not just a moral collapse but a kind of moral inversion, in which the 
form of morality - the language of duty, honor, conscience, right and wrong - is retained even as 
the content - the actual meaning of those terms - is utterly inverted. 
…individual moral awareness can be warpedby a society-wide moral change…warping is 
possible only because of a certain superficiality to most people’s moral character. 
…the totalitarian state is hostile to the idiosyncratic individuality of human beings and to human 
freedom…a regime’s project inevitably entails the destruction of the human’s capacity to be 
genuinely human. 
The Plague closes with what seems a prophetic reminder that evil can lie dormant among us 
foryears before resurfacing. 
…conscience should be fed, Twain implies,… 
Morality has no basis in our natures but is merely something we construct socially…Hobbes. 
…evil is both personal and impersonal at once - both something you do and something you watch 
yourself doing. 
For the rabbis, evil is not supernatural but derived from our naturally created being…evil’s origins 
are sought in the exercise of the human will.” 

Mathur, Sophie: 
“This is my childhood. I’m growing up in the climate crisis, with scientists saying we’re on track for 
an unlivable future. But if I just lived my childhood and stopped caring about this, then future 
generations won’t have any childhood.”  

“Zen is really just a reminder to stay alive and to be awake.” 
“Nonfiction at its best ... can be elegant and very beautiful ... Captive to facts - or predetermined 
forms - it cannot fly.” 
 Peter Matthiessen 

"The biggest unknown in contemplating the future of capitalism is the tolerance of the world's 
population for the havoc that this social system's difficulties will inflict on their lives." 
 Paul Mattick 

“If you haven’t read hundreds of books, you are functionally illiterate, and you will be incompetent, 
because your personal experiences alone aren’t broad enough to sustain you,” 

http://reset.me/video/expert-explains-the-root-cause-for-addiction/


“There may come a time when we have to take collective action” since Trump is “dangerous. He’s 
unfit.”  
In a separate conversation recounted by Woodward, Mattis told Coats, “The president has no 
moral compass,” to which the director of national intelligence replied: “True. To him, a lie is not a 
lie. It’s just what he thinks. He doesn’t know the difference between the truth and a lie.” 
 Jim Mattis, via Woodward inRage. 
  
“Racism is not something you can get rid of – it is an ongoing battle.” 
 Christer Mattson, Sweden, Kungalv  

“Impeachment is not about punishing the president. …It’s about getting him out of office so he 
can’t use its powers in a harmful manner going forward.” 
 Joshua Matz 

"The odd thing about assassins, Dr. King, is that they think they've killed you." 
 Bill Mauldin cartoon: Gandhi on mat in Heaven welcoming King. see iPhoto 

“Our memory is a more perfect world than the universe: it gives back life to those who no longer 
exist.” 
 Guy de Maupassant 

“I exploit a certain gift for creating atmosphere to make the Catholic universe of evil palpable, 
tangible, pungent.” Nobel lecture 
 Francois Mauriac 

“The unwanted child is not the problem, but, rather, the wanted one that society, for diverse 
cultural reasons, demands.”  

 Cornelia Scaife May (Mellon heiress) 

“I have a short attention span. 
"We are burning the books before we've learnt to read them." 
“…the dangers of knowing too much are a great deal less than the dangers of knowing too little.” 
 Lord Robert May, 2002,  

“Courage is not the absence of despair; it is, rather, the capacity to move ahead in spite of 
despair… 
Creative courage is the discovery of new forms, new symbols, new patterns on which society can 
be built.” 
 Rollo May 

“If you believe you are a citizen of the world, you are a citizen of nowhere.” 
“…[Putin] you underestimate the resilience of our democracies, the enduring attraction of free and 
open societies, and the commitment of Western nations to the alliances that bind us.”  
Theresa May recently said of the leading practitioner of such tech- niques, Russia is “seeking to 
weaponize information. . . . in an attempt to sow discord in the West and undermine our 
institutions . . . threaten- ing the international order on which we all depend.”  
 Theresa May 

Mayer, Jane: 
from Dark Money: 
“Oddly enough, the fiercely libertarian Koch family owed part of its fortune to two of history’s most 
infamous dictators, Joseph Stalin and Adolf Hitler.”  

Maynard, Leader: 
The rapid propagation of hardline security doctrines through a society, Dr. Leader Maynard says, 
typically occurs in times of political and economic crisis.  via Homer-Dixon. 



"Nature has selectively produced  animals who anticipate the past." 
 Ernst Mayr 

Mazarr Rand ReportZ: 
“…hostile social manipulation … targeted social media campaigns, sophisticated forgeries, 
cyberbullying and harassment of individuals, distribution of rumors and conspiracy theories, and 
other tools and approaches to cause damage to the target state…the ways states broadcast, 
shape, invent, block, and otherwise manipulate information to achieve effects on other 
societies. .. 
the replacement of reality with invented fiction.” 
see Weaken from Within 2017 pdf by  Grassegger. 

Mbembe: 
“The ultimate expression of sovereignty resides, to a large degree, in the power and capacity to 
dictate who may live and who must die..Hence, to kill or allow to live constitutes the limits of 
sovereignty, its fundamental attributes.”  
Cameroonian philosopher Achille Mbembe wrote in a 2003 essay called “Necropolitics.” 

McCarthy, Kevin: 
via Milbank: 
…it has been fairly easy to tell when McCarthy is lying: His lips are moving.” 
“Technology…is now a necessary and sufficient condition for the triumph of the extreme and the 
trivial.” 
“...the pursuit of happiness - the pursuit of the good of the whole was crucial to the general well-
being of the individual... 
...the Founders had something much bigger than bliss in mind.” 
“…historians will see the Obama-Trump pivot as the starkest of examples of the cometing 
American narratives of hope and of fear.” 
 Jon Meacham 

“Alcohol and drug use is falling among under-25s. ..My daughter told me: ‘Our generation has to 
stay sober to sort out the mess that your generation's made of the world’." 
 Fiona Measham 

Mead, Margeret: 
If one cannot state a matter clearly enough so that even an intelligent twelve-year-old can 
understand it, one should remain within the cloistered walls of the university and laboratory until 
one gets a better grasp of one's subject matter." 

"We have a runaway system. The more guns are readily at hand, the more they are used by 
people with evil intentions. And as more people with good intentions feel they must be armed in 
self-defense, the more the criminal will use his gun because he believes his victim is armed. … 
"There is only one way we can break this vicious circle — by very strict gun control. And as the 
first step … we must stop thinking of guns as a means of defense. … That is, we must shift our 
emphasis away from people to guns as a prime source of violent danger." 
 “We are continually faced with great opportunities which are brilliantly disguised as 
unsolvable problems.” 
 Margaret Mead 

“…bruised defenders of a civilization that they hadn’t realized was susceptible to attack.” 
 Rebecca Mead, New Yorker 
  
“Vision is the most vital step in the policy process. ...Yet vision is not only missing almost entirely 
from policy discussions; it is missing from our whole culture.” 
"You may be able to fool the voters, but not the atmosphere." 
 Donella Meadows 



‘In ancient Athens, the citizens constituted at most one-fifth of the population - the rest were 
women, children, resident aliens and slaves....for more than 200 years, almost every political 
thinker has conceded that the constraints of time and space make direct democracy 
impracticable....but now ... the claim about direct democracy being impossible...is no longer 
credible. ...almost no one desires ...to replace representation with more direct political 
democracy....we no longer dream of ruling ourselves. the core achievement of liberal 
democracy ...: it guarantees a political process that allows people to make bad decisions without 
jeopardizing the entire political order. It does not guarantee good political or economic outcomes.” 
 Thomas Meaney and Yascha Mounk in The Nation 6-2-2014 

“If I’m not me, I don’t want to be.” 
 Jerome Medalie on death with dignity 

"Nearly all scientific research leads nowhere – or, if it does lead somewhere, not in the direction it 
started off." 
 Peter Medawar 

Medsger, Betty, The Burglary, 2014: 
 David Kairys p. 538: 
“There are certain points in history where a society goes so wrong, and there are certain people 
who will say, ‘I won’t stand for that...I will risk career, life, limb, family, freedom...And I will take this 
risk, and I will go and do it.’” 
James Kirkpatrick Davis p. 536: 
“...the only act that stopped wrongdoing by the FBI was an illegal act - the Media office burglary.” 
Medsger: “No questions - therefore, no oversight.” 
  “...linguistic elasticity...” 
Hopkins, et al. GCHQ p. 512: 
“”...the vision of the agency and its British collaborators is to tap directly into the nervous system 
of the 21st century and peer into the lives of others.” 
Edward Snowden, p. 512: 
“They can literally watch your ideas form as you type.” 
Medsger p. 508: 
“When the bureau does not know what dots it has, it cannot connect the dots.” 
Bonnie Raines p. 476: 
“...just because we had children didn’t mean that we were exempt from the responsibility of our 
generation to address these things.” 
Albert Camus p. 451: 
“...it is necessary to keep alive a living society within the shell of the dying one.” 
Medsger p. 47: 
“They regarded silence as collaboration with injustice.” 
Daniel Berrigan, p. 20,21: 
“When madness is the acceptable public state of mind, we’re all in danger, all in danger; for 
madness is an infection in the air. And I submit that we all breathe the infection...” 
Medsger p. 17: 
“...burglary as a resistance method.” 
end of The Burglary quotes. 

“Every word man speaks is a plagiarism.” 
 Joost A M Meerloo 

apatheist 
 Hemant Mehta   'friendly atheist' 

"I must govern the clock, not be governed by it."      
 Golda Meir 



“The jihadists of the Islamic State ... did not emerge from nowhere. They climbed out of a rotting, 
empty hulk — what was left of a broken-down civilization.” 
 Hisham Melhem, via Thomas Friedman 

“There is no folly of the beasts of the earth which is not infinitely outdone by the madness of 
men.” 
“God keep me from ever completing anything. This whole book is but a draft - nay, but the draft of 
a draft. Oh, Time, Strength, Cash, and Patience!” 
“…why all the living so strive to hush all the dead.” 
“Evil is unspectacular and always human…” 
…it is only when caught in the swift, sudden turn of death, that mortals realize the silent, subtle, 
everpresent perils of life…” 

 Herman Melville in Moby Dick 

Melville, Nan: 
obit: She captured images through her heart more than through her eyes. 

"Capitalism is in the process of transformation toward an economy based on workplace 
democracy." 
 Seymour Melman 

“Capitalism without failure is like religion without sin… 
Bankruptcies and losses concentrate the mind on prudent behavior.” 
 Allan Meltzer  

Melzack: 
“In short, phantom limbs are [chronic pain is] a mystery only if we assume the body sends 
sensory messages to a passively receiving brain. Phantom limbs become comprehensible once 
we recognize that the brain generates the experience of the body. Sensory inputs merely 
modulate that experience; they do not directly cause it. A new generation of scientists will, I hope, 
face the brain head-on and discover how these events occur.” 

“Melzack’s assumption that the human voice …is capable of accurately exposing even the most 
resistant aspects of material reality…. hehas found in language…the felt experience of pain, the 
signs of accompanying disease,  and … even the secrets of the neurological  and physiological 
pathwaysthemselves….[including] his formulation …of the Gate-control Theory of Pain.” 
 Melzack via Elaine Scarry 

Memoli, Matthew: 
“It’s a failure of our system of science. Funders tend to chase after shiny objects.” on pre-
pandemic funding, in NYT 

Menand, Louis: 
“When you understand more clearly, in a demystified way, what your situation is, you have some 
agency, you have some freedom,” 
“…culture … as a Möbius strip. You can invert mainstream values, but it is the mainstream values 
that give the inversion meaning. ... There is, in the end, no right or wrong side of the strip, just 
different ways of fooling yourself about where you are.”  
“there has never been a greater demand for cultural commentary. Online and even in print, it’s 
overwhelming. And for serious voices and informed criticism, not just clickbait. Somebody’s got to 
write this stuff.” 
“…’the public’…does not trust any institutions… 
The belief,…that we do not need knowledge to compete globally, that we can just entrepreneur 



our way to prosperity, is idiotic.”  

“We created God, and then pretended that God created us. ...We are supplicants to our own 
fiction. Concepts like God are not errors. History is rational: we make the world the way we do for 
a reason. We invented God because God solved certain problems for us. But, once a concept 
begins impeding our progress toward self-mastery, it must be criticized and transcended, left 
behind. Otherwise, like the members of the Islamic State today, we become the tools of our Tool. 
Undoing ideologies is the task of philosophy. 
Marx was a philosopher. The subtitle of “Capital” is “Critique of Political Economy.” The 
uncompleted book was intended to be a criticism of the economic concepts that make social 
relations in a free-market economy seem natural and inevitable, in the same way that concepts 
like the great chain of being and the divine right of kings once made the social relations of 
feudalism seem natural and inevitable. 
That’s how the system operates. Industrial capitalism is a Frankenstein’s monster that threatens 
its own creators, a system that we constructed for our own purposes and is now controlling us.” 
 Louis Menand in He’s Back (Carl Marx), New Yorker 10-2016. 
“…Christianity plunged a continent into a thousand uears of superstition and fanaticism… 

“…the nation state will die, but we have to find the institutional system to handle it.” 
 Robert Menasse  

Mencken, HL: 
 “There is always an easy solution to every human problem — 
neat, plausible and wrong.” 
It is one of the peculiar intellectual accompaniments of democracy that the concept of the 
insoluble becomes unfashionable – nay, almost infamous. 
"I believe that it is better to tell the truth than to lie. 
I believe that it is better to be free than to be a slave. 
And I believe that it is better to know than to be ignorant." 

"A Judge is a law student who marks his own papers." 

“Puritanism is the haunting fear that someone, somewhere, may be happy.” 
Democracy is the art of running the circus from the monkey cage. 
"Believing passionately in the palpably not true… 
is the chief occupation of mankind." 
Democracy is also a form of religion. It is the worship of jackals by jackasses. 

aristocratic spirit: “beyond responsibility to the general masses of men, and hence superior to 
both their degraded longings and their no less degraded aversions.” 

“The notion that a radical is one who hates his country is naïve and usually idiotic. He is, more 
likely, one who likes his country more than the rest of us, and is thus more disturbed than the rest 
of us when he sees it debauched. He is not a bad citizen turning to crime; he is a good citizen 
driven to despair.” 
"The whole aim of practical politics is to keep the populace alarmed (and hence clamorous to be 
led to safety) by menacing it with an endless series of hobglobins, all of them imaginary." 

“As democracy is perfected, the office of President represents, more and more closely, the inner 
soul of the people. On some great and glorious day the plain folks of the land will reach their 
heart’s desire at last and the White House will be adorned by a downright moron.” 
 H L Mencken via Robert Kirby; full quote: 
When the field is nationwide, and the fight must be waged chiefly at second and third hand, and 
the force of personality cannot so readily make itself felt, then all the odds are on the man who is, 
intrinsically, the most devious and mediocre -- the man who can most easily adeptly disperse the 
notion that his mind is a virtual vacuum. The Presidency tends, year by year, to go to such men. 
As democracy is perfected, the office represents, more and more closely, the inner soul of the 



people. We move toward a lofty ideal. On some great and glorious day the plain folks of the land 
will reach their heart's desire at last, and the White House will be adorned by a downright moron.  
 H.L. Mencken, writer, editor, and critic (1880-1956) 
“In politics man must line to rise above principle. When the water reaches the upper deck, follow 
the rats.” 
“Theology is the effort to explain the unknowable in terms of the not worth knowing.” 
“The men the American people admire most extravagantly are the most daring liars; the men they 
detest most violently are those who try to tell them the truth.” - H. L. Mencken 
end Mencken 

“To conceive, understand, and grasp the whole symmetry of the scientific edifice… is equivalent 
to tasting that enjoyment only conveyed by the highest forms of beauty and truth.” 
 D Mendeleev, 1887 

"The essence of the beautiful 
is unity in variety." 
 Felix Mendelssohn 

“Death is different now. Death could pick me.” 
 KP Mendoza 

Menshewy, Tarek el-Menshawy, 39, Cairo: 
“The revolution may have failed but it still accomplished something powerful. 
The younger generations saw what happened. 
It’s like a shark when they smell blood. Freedom is like this.  
We smelled it once, so we’ll keep trying.” 
 Tarek el-Menshawy on Arab Spring 

 “My crime is that of outsmarting you, something that you 
will never forgive me for.”  

hacker called the Mentor 

Mercado-Cortez, Xiomara: 
“Somebody else peels the orange, and the other people drink the juice,” said Xiomara Mercado-
López, Puerto Rico scientist. 

Mercer, Robert - about: 
“He’s not the first person in history to use money in politics, but in my view Trump wouldn’t be 
President if not for Bob. It doesn’t get much more effective than that.”  
 Nick Patterson “[Mercer has a] susceptibility to conspiracy theories about Bill and Hillary 
Clinton.” 
“Several former colleagues of Mercer’s said that his views are akin to Objectivism, the philosophy 
of Ayn Rand.” 
“[Magerman told me that Mercer’s] mind-set was typical of ‘instant billionaires’ in finance, who 
‘have no stake in society,’ unlike the industrialists of the past, who ‘built real things.’ … 
[A colleague said] ‘Bob thinks the less government the better. He’s happy if people don’t trust the 
government. And if the President’s a bozo? He’s fine with that. He wants it to all fall down.’ …
Mercer sought a disruptive fiogure who could upend both the Democratic Party and the 
Republican Party.” via Jane Mayer 
“[Mercer is] effectively buying shares in the candidate. Robert Mercer now owns a sizeable share 
of the United States Presidency.” 



“When the government is overrun by 0.001 percenters, and balances of the government break 
down, then America will cease to be a democracy for 300 million peoeple, and instead will be an 
oligarchy for 3,000.” 
 David Magerman, formerly with Renaissance Technologies 
end Mercer 

Merkel, Angela: 

“Merkel’s immense strength is that she has ... no narcissism, and no neediness. She is not 
dependent on politics to give her life meaning ... a source of immense strength.” 
 Constanze Stelzenmuller 
“Germany and the US are tied by values. Democracy, freedom, respect for the rule of law and the 
dignity of humankind - independent of origin, skin colour, gender, sexual orientation or political 
views. Berlin will work closely with the new administration on the basis of those values.” 
 Angela Merkel, to Donald Trump 
“Not everything which is technically doable should be done.” 
“…when the generation that survived the war is no longer here, we’ll find out whether we have 
learned from history.” 
“…no wall that keeps people out and limits freedom is so high or so wide that it cannot be broken 
through”. 
“I have no charisma and I’m not good at communicating…  
even East Germany wasn’t capable of suspending basic arithmetic and the rules of nature.”  
“I often feel physically battered in the presence of men, for whom the discussion isn't about facts 
but only who can threaten the other more effectively.” 
via Kati Marton’s bio: ‘…calling out men for sanctimonious behavior has been a source of quiet 
pleasure for Angela Merkel.’ 
“Denocracy depends on solidarity and trust, including the trust in facts.” 
end Angela Merkel 

"…hydraulic fracturing's worst accidents happen whenever the steel-and-cement casing that 
contains the drilled well and its chemical soup fails….(via Mark Zoback) 
100 years of gas is an industry-fed 'hallucination' (via Chris Nelder) 
 Judith Lewis Mernit HCN 

“... the four walls of my new freedom.” 
 Thomas Merton 

Merullo, Roland: 
“I watched as the truth… flooded into view like a hopeful tide, and was then shoved away again, 
by Putin… with murder and treachery. It waits there, though, always pushing toward the light.”  

“Punctuation basically has to do with prose and the printed word.I came to feel that punctuation 
was like nailing thewords onto the page. Since I wanted instead the movement and lightness of 
the spoken word, one step toward that was to do away with punctuation.” 
 W S Merwin 

Meselson: 
At the service, Sarah Meselson, her mother, said she wanted to recount her daughter’s maladies 
for two reasons: 
“One is to emphasize what everyone already knows — that it is not always possible to 
comprehend the level of suffering that others may be experiencing, especially when they appear 
to be successful and to excel to the extent that Amy did. The other is to applaud my daughter for 
all that she accomplished despite her mental illness.” 
 NYT obit for Amy Meselson 



“…congressional hearing reflected a staggering display of ignorance…The big tech companies … 
amplify the best and worst things about us.” 
 Heidi Messer NYT op-ed 

Metcalfe, Ben: 
“Fear success.” 

“[Trump] is nothing but the sum of his own insecurities.” 
 Stephen Metcalf 

”In a democracy, the most basic task of governance … is to promote the conditions that make 
rule by the people possible. … 
the submerged state imperils efforts to direct government's purpose to the common good." 

Suzanne Mettler 
"…deepening inequality results not simply from “market forces” but 
also from the effects of hidden public policies." Joseph G Peschek in review of Mettler book 

Metz, Cade: 
“…bias is a thread that subtly weaves through …” 

From Metzinger Ego-Tunnel, 2009: 
‘Dignity’ is a term that is notoriously hard to define - and usually it appears exactly when its 
proponents have run out of arguments... 
...becoming a politically mature citizen?... 
...shouldn’t we make use of this knowledge to maximize the autonomy of future adults?... 
We need attention in order to truly listen to others... 
As soon as we concern ourselves with what a human being is as well as with what a human 
being ought to become...What is a good state of consciousness? 
...a desirable state of consciousness should satisfy at least three conditions: It should minimize 
suffering...it should have a component of insight and expanding knowledge..., and...increase the 
probability of the occurrence of future valuable types of experience. 
...the question is not only how to protect ourselves; we should also determine the hidden benefits 
that psychoactive substances can provide for our culture. 
What would we do if ‘moral enhancement’ became a pharmacological possibility through drugs 
that make people behave in a more prosocial, altruistic manner? Would we feel obliged to 
optimize everybody’s ethical behavior? 
...zombie - an amoral person, ethically fast asleep but with eyes wide open... 
...consciousness is knowing that you know while you know... 
end of metzinger 
“...some of the world’s most important problems - such as ... world poverty, climate change and 
war - can be attributed to ... moral deficits.” 
 Thomas Douglas via Metzinger 

Jonathan Metzl: Dying of Whiteness: 
“Trump supporters were willing to put their own lives on the line in support of their political 
beliefs….political acts of self-sabotage… 
backlash governance…[via]…white racial resentment… 
[see T Frank Kansas?] 
Compromise, in many ways, coded as treason… 
…illness and death patterns..mimicked those once seen in relation to other man-made 
pathogens…the pathogens were policies and ideologies… 
I’ve become increasingly concerned about population-level policies constructed with disregard for 
population-level health. 
 Jonathan Metzl 

“Two thousand years ago, Judaism, Islam, and Christianity all evolved from the same roots within 
the same ecosystem - ...the desert environment may have shaped the obsessive monotheistic 
traditions that evolved there. ... 



[Brazilian primitive religions] evolved out of a very different environment, involving river and 
rainforest energy, which is all about flowing and growing.” 
 Ralph Metzner in Grob book, pdf 
“hidden – out of respect for the restrictions and prohibitions of mainstream culture.... the 
substances do not create the spiritual, mystical and cosmic dimensions of existence, but reveal 
them.” 

on transformative experiences beyond the individual…“It appears natural for individuals, after 
having liberated their own minds to some degree, to want to share their insights and learnings 
with others and to apply them in social, economic, and political relationships,”  planetary gealth  
Green Earth Foundation. 
 Ralph Metzner 

“...morality for the vast majority of men depends upon conditions which allow them to be moral 
and survive.... 
To kill a single individual within the territory of a national government is murder and ordinarily 
punishable by death. To kill a large number of individuals of a foreign government in a war is a 
glorious achievement to be rewarded with appropriate honors and acclaim. ... 
History does not encourage one to believe that the rights and freedoms of a democratic 
government can long survive a dominant military influence...” 

 Cord Meyer, Jr. 

Meyer, Dick: 
“Truthiness is the definitive cultural and comedic acknowledgement of moral relativism.” 

“…the Nazis consistently foment confusion, spread false news…The outlook is very dark indeed.” 
 Maria Josepha Meyer, information hunter in the 40s via Kathy Peiss bk review 

"…the American spirituality…what differentiates us from the rest of the world: we care about the 
individual….this is what our culture celebrates. 
…the generosity of individuals to form a congregation around a necessity." 
Joel Meyerowitz,   Notes  to  "After Sept. 11: Images of Ground Zero", CDA, Jan. 2003  

NATURE Review of David Michaels, The Triumph of Doubt: 
‘Doubt is our product since it is the best means of competing with the ‘body of fact’ that exists in 
the minds of the general public. It is also the means of establishing a controversy.’ 
…special criticism for the Republican Party. He argues that corporate polluters and manu- 
facturers of dangerous products have long depended on the party to neuter public-health and 
regulatory agencies with phoney rhetoric about liberty and free-market enterprise.  
..the systemic corruption of science.… 
from Book: 
Deny and defend… 
Making Peace with the Past. 
beryllium 
 Michaels, David 

“Ancora imparo – I am still learning” 
 attributed to Michaelangelo on his 80+ birthday—via Mark Nielsen 
"My soul can find no staircase to Heaven 
unless it be through Earth's loveliness." 
  Michelangelo 

"Who says organization, says oligarchy." The Iron Law of Oligarchy 
from Wikipedia: Michels stated that the official goal of representative democracy of eliminating 
elite rule was impossible, that representative democracy is a façade legitimizing the rule of a 
particular elite, and that elite rule, that he refers to as oligarchy, is inevitable.  



Robert Michels via Ed Epstein 

“I keep thinking that I shall have no more to say and then finding some wonderfully idiotic doctrine 
which I can contradict.” 
 Mary Midgley 

Milbank, Dana: 
…it has been fairly easy to tell when McCarthy is lying: His lips are moving.” 

“…Communist leaders deployed propaganda to devastating effect, executing a relentless 
campaign of threats, disinformation and denunciation that undermined a shared reality. The result 
wasn’t that falsehoods were accepted as facts but rather the creation of a “crust of lies” so thick 
and pervasive, that people no longer believed anything at all. Over time, even highly-educated 
and sophisticated citizens grew weary, confused and scared. They retreated into private life. They 
became cynical, obedient or some combination of the two — and the wounds were so deep, I 
could see scars in that Prague newsroom nearly twenty years after Communism. 
…Fact is presented as fiction, and fiction creeps into fact. … 
… the true tragedy is how erosion of trust and truth affects the rest of us. Good people feel forced 
to pick a truth and burrow deeper into its ideology, ignoring any information that disturbs the 
comfort of what they’ve built. They go tribal. Or worse, they tune out, convinced that truth is an 
impossible pursuit. 
Republicans don’t have some “overreaching hunger” to traffic in untruths; they simply can’t avoid 
it because they’re so immersed in the stuff.  

end Milbank 

That is the legacy I saw during my days in the former Eastern bloc, and it’s what I’m starting to 
see in my country today…. 
Keeping our wits about us is key to surviving an age of disinformation. If we succumb to cynicism 
and obedience and let the power of facts fade away, we’ll discover something older Czechs 
experienced first-hand: the only thing left will be power itself.” 
 Todd Milbourn 

“Nationalism is different from patriotism. Patriotism is about love of one’s country and pride in 
one’s country, but not at the expense of other countries. Nationalism is a vindictive, zero-sum 
view of the world as a jungle. … The devil can’t have the best tunes.” 
 David Miliband 

Mill, John Stuart: 
”No man made the land. It is the original inheritance of the whole species." 
There is nothing, after disease, indigence, and guilt, so fatal to the pleasureable enjoyment of life 
as the want of a worth outlet for the active faculties." 
…we are not charmed by the ideal of life held out by those who think that the normal state of 
human beings is that of struggling to get on; that the trampling, crushing, elbowing, and treading 
on each other's heels which form the existing type of social life are the most desirable lot of 
human beings." 

"…both sides were in the right in what they affirmed, though wrong in what they denied, and that 
if either could be made to take the other's views in addition to its own, little more would have been 
needed  to make its doctrine correct." 
“...whatever is not a duty is a sin.” on Calvanism, via Dijsselbloem 
“It is not good for man to be kept at all times in the presence of his species. ...Solitude, in the 
sense of being often alone, is essential to any depth of meditation or of character; and solitude in 
the presence of natural beauty and grandeur, is the cradle of thoughts and aspirations which 
society could do ill without.” 



John Stuart Mill 

I sincerely hope, for the sake of posterity, that they will be content to be stationary, long before 
necessity compels them to it.  
 John Stuart Mill, On the Stationary State 

“...was there ever any domination which did not appear natural to those who possessed it?” 
That the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any 
member of a civilized community, against his will, is to prevent harm to 
others. His own good, either physical or moral, is not sufficient warrant. 
 John Stuart Mill 

“Did you stand for something or didn’t you?” (Nussbaum quoting John Stuart Mill: I have done my 
work.) 

“Both teachers and learners go to sleep at their posts,” wrote John Stuart Mill, “as soon as there 
is no enemy in the field.”  

“Economists should know that the end of they term the progressive state lies the stationary state. 
 John Stuart Mill 
“the only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilised 
community, against his will, is to prevent harm to others….If the opinion is right, they are deprived 
of the opportunity of exchanging error for truth: if wrong, they lose, what is almost as great a 
benefit, the clearer perception and livelier impression of truth, produced by its collision with error.”  
  John Stuart Mill, On Liberty 
Precisely because the tyranny of opinion is such as to make eccentricity a reproach, it is 
desirable, in order to break 
through the tyranny, that people should be eccentric 
Eccentricity has always abounded when and where 
strength of character has abounded: and the amount of  
eccentricity in a society has generally been proportional to 
the amount of genius, mental vigor, and moral courage it 
contained. That so few dare to be eccentric marks the chief 
danger of the time. 
"The economical benefits of commerce are surpassed in importance by those of its effects which 
are intellectual and moral. It is hardly possible to overrate the value, for the improvement of 
human beings, of things which bring them into contact with persons dissimilar to themselves, and 
with modes of thought and action unlike those with which they are familiar….It is indispensable to 
be perpetually comparing [one's] own notions and customs with the experiences and example of 
persons in different circumstances. …There is no nation which does not need to borrow from 
others." 
“He who knows only his side of the case, knows little of that.” 
end John Stuart Mill 

Millay, Edna St. Vincent: 
“This book never gets written in, except when there's nothing to write.  … 

My candle burns at both ends; 
It will not last the night; 
But ah, my foes, and oh, my friends – 
It gives a lovely light!” 

Miller, BJ: 
“For some of us, death is reached when all other loved ones have perished, or when we can no 
longer think straight, or go to the bathroom by ourselves, or have some kind of sex; when we can 
no longer read a book, or eat pizza; when our body can no longer live without the assistance of a 



machine; when there is absolutely nothing left to try. Maybe the most useful answer I ever came 
across was the brilliant professor who instructed his daughter that death was what happened 
when he could no longer take in a Red Sox game.” 

“Women govern differently than men do ... They tend to be more collaborative and bipartisan. A 
higher share of female legislators correlates with less military spending and less use of force in 
foreign policy. ...women build coalitions and reach consensus more quickly.” 
 Claire Cain Miller, NYT 

Miller, Darrell: 
“Fear is an incredibly powerful motivator.” Duke Center for Firearms Law. 
"The cancer of time is eating us away." 
 Henry Miller 

“…the typical American is grandiose, callous, and self-centered.” 
 Joshua D Miller et al 2015 paper Narcissism, Culture pdf 
  
“the First Amendment protects you against imposition of religious ideas in the public schools — it 
doesn’t protect you against the introduction of stupid ideas.” 
 Kenneth R Miller 

Miller-Idriss, Cynthia: 
“…defensive democracy, premised on the idea that the best way to reduce insider extremist 
threats is to strengthen mainstream society against them.” 
  

“...it’s not only the Indians who are invisible. The rest of us are also ghosts, remnants of a quaint 
idea of democracy.” 
 Lydia Millet on Apaches in Arizona 

“sleep in peace with the consciousness that the Creator has put some 
foolproof elements into his handiwork, and that man is powerless to do 
it any titanic physical damage” 
 Robert A Millikan, via Daly 

Mills, Charles W.:  
“White supremacy is the unnamed political system that has made the modern world what it is 
today,” he wrote in the book’s first sentence. 
“the epistemology of ignorance,” or the learned aversion of white people to the racism inherent in 
their own privilege… 
“This is no longer a time when self-styled post-Enlightenment critics — taking for granted Liberal-
Democratic guarantees — can afford to be sneering at Enlightenment norms,” he wrote in 
Artforum in 2018 (see pdf). “The protections of those rights and freedoms can no longer be 
assumed.” 
via Carol Bateman: “What Mills does is to deconstruct the domain of white political theory by 
showing that Black people and people of color were never meant to be included,” 

"Freedom is not merely the opportunity to do as one pleases; neither is it merely the opportunity 
to choose between set alternatives. Freedom is … the chance to formulate the available choices, 
to argue over them – and then, the opportunity to choose." 
 C Wright Mills 

Milman, Oliver, The Guardian: 
“[Lentils] …are jammed into a tire valve to release its air slowly overnight…tyre extinguisher…. 
It’s not you, it’s your car.”… 



“The amount of damage from a flat tire is nothing compared to climate change…You have 
freedom of choice, sure, but you don’t have freedom from consequences.” 
SUVs combine the weight of an adult rhinoceros and the aerodynamics of a refrigerator… 
SUVs had been ‘disarmed’.. 

"Promise me you'll always remember:  
You're braver than you believe, and stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think" 
 Winnie the Pooh   A.A. Milne 

The increased ability to create, circulate, and transform participatory media means we have room 
to be hopeful for mediated cultural participation.  
RYAn Milner thesis  

Milosz: 
”In a room where people unanimously maintain a conspiracy of silence, one word of truth sounds 
like a pistol shot.” 
‘…ketman as used by Miłosz means something more than just simulation. It goes deeper than 
mere lying. Ketman reaches deeper into the soul than simple hypocrisy. Ketman deceives the 
deceiver, as much as the person being deceived… 
…ketman is a mental defence. It is a way of living with contradiction. It allows those adept at it to 
create private sanctuaries of the mind, untouched by compromise, even as compromise floods 
the rest of their lives.’ 
Miłosz warned the practitioners of metaphysical ketman: ‘their defence against total degradation 
is ... [to] swindle the devil who thinks he is swindling them. But the devil knows what they think 
and is satisfied.’ Sometimes, outward compliance is all the tyrant needs.’ 
  
 via Mikanowski see pdf 
from The Captive Mind: 
“…the time and place of his birth are matters in which a man has nothing to say… 
Men will clutch at illusions when they have nothing else to hold to…. 
A man who used …[Murti-Bing] pills changed completely. He became serene and happy. The 
problems he had struggled with until then suddenly appeared to be superficial and 
unimportant….a man is no more than an instrument in an orchestra directed by the muse of 
History…. 
subjective impotence… 
Lies are concocted from seeds of truth… 
it isn’t difficult to criticize capitalism, and it can be done honestly… 
Their resultant lack of imagination is appalling. Because they were born and raised in a given 
social order and in a given system of values, they believe that any other order is ‘unnatural’, and 
that it cannot last because it is incompatible with human nature…. 
Wherever there is a crisis, the ruling classes take refuge in fascism as a safeguard against the 
revolution of the proletariat… 
Western economy squanders talent to an incredible degree; and the few who do succeed owe 
their success as often to pure luck as to native ability…capacity to follow the political line is a 
selective criterion by which the most mediocre often attain the greatest renown… 
Even those who know Orwell only by hearsay are amazed that a writer who never lived in Russia 
should have so keen a perception into its life… 
…the Method …is the revision of Marx according to Russian patterns… 
we were living … on a hope we knew to be a delusion… 
Capitalism created scientific thinking and dealt a powerful blow to religion in Europe by removing 
the best minds from the confines of theology… 
The citizen of the people’s democracies is immune to the kind of neurosis that takes such 
manifold forms in capitalist countries… 
Neurosis as they are known in the West result, above all, from man’s aloneness; so even if they 
were allowed to practice, psychoanalysts would not earn a penny in the people’s democracies…. 



The last letters of every line were slighly stressed, and reading vertically one made out the words 
‘Eternal Slave’…. 
Fear is well known as a cement of societies…. 
what exists in the Imperium is naked fear… 
if people live in daily fear, they give off a collective aura that hangs over the city like anheavy 
cloud. 

French is the language of feudalism; English, the language of capitalism; and Russian, the 
language of socialism…. 
They have set out to carve a new man much as a sculptor carves his statue out of a block of 
stone, by chipping away what is unwanted…. 
Instead of the hand through which warm blood flows from the heart to the fingers holding my pen, 
they would have given me an excellent artificial hand - the dialectic. Knowing there is a light in 
man, I could never have dared seek it; for light is not, I believe, the same as political 
consciousness. 
Eyes that have seen should not be shut; hands that have touched should not forget when they 
take up a pen.” 
the pleasure of conformity… 
end Czeslaw Milosz 

"The mind is its own place, and in itself, can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven." 
 John Milton 

An Xiao Mina: Memes to Movements… 
“Hands-up-don’t-shoot photos of solidarity showed people in their homes, … 
Umbrellas up… 
…an internet meme [is] a piece of online media that is shared and remixed over time within a 
community… 
A meme is an invitation: ‘You can don this, too.’ 
I used Twitter to post messages in Morse code…people started tweeting back…in Morse Code… 
@platea…street   stage…plaza… 
Ai Wei-wei…’Say Your Real Name’…action of visibility and courage… 
Roman leaders practiced damnatio memoriae, or an erasure of memory… 
memetic activism… 
Memes are the street art of the social web… 
Cats…are a perfect symbol for how memes operate:… 
Shifman memes summary:  
Tufekci 
After pluralistic ignorance is broken, new norms of behavior and belief can start to form through 
regular repition and affirmation of messages - a process called synchronization of opinion.  

“Happiness is like an orgasm - if you think about it too much, it goes away... Opinions are like 
assholes - everyone has one...both should be constantly and thoroughly examined...life is best 
filled by learning as much as you can...” 
 Tim Minchin 
“You know what they call alternative medicine that’s been proved to work? Medicine.” 
 Tim Minchin 

"Only when the masses are enraged can you truly understand the meaning of strength." 
 Zhu Mingguo, deputy party chief, Guangdong province, China  

“Gentlemen! From henceforth, space by itself , and time by itself, have vanished into the merest 
shadows, and only a kind of blend of the two exists in its own right.” 
 Hermann Minkowski , Einstein’s prof. 



“The Don Quixote Principle is the willingness to persevere despite real or imagined obstacles and 
villains with the goal of heroic action and a more perfect world.  Into this definition, the solar 
industry and all of its participants falls quite neatly.” 
 Paula Mints 

Mir, Hamid: Saturday, October 30, 2021 
“…killing the truth appears to be the safest crime in the world… 
  

“When a women enters politics,m itnchanges nher. When many women do, it is politics that 
changes.” 
 Florentina Gomez Miranda 

“…we get to choose what we put out into the world. I try to put out what I would like back.” 
“To engender empathy and create a world using only words is the closest thing we have to 
magic.” 
 Lin-Manuel Miranda 
Hamilton lyrics: 
No one else was in the room where it happenned 
No one really knows how the game is played 
The art of the trade 
How the sausage gets made. 
 Miranda 
  
“… there is nothing better to spur creativity than a blank page or an empty bedroom.” 
 Lin-Manuel Miranda  on boredom, creativity 
on Miranda and Encanto: ‘He writes songs that you just want to keep listening to,” says the 
director, adding: “He can create an earworm that somehow isn’t annoying.” And the more you 
listen to lyrics, the more you appreciate their layered meanings.  

"[human beings were] brimming with possibility and potential , able to chart the course of their 
lives for themselves without stumbling under the accumulated weight of of Christian superstition." 
 Mirandola, On the Dignity of Man, quoted by Chirkov 

“The spread of misinformation is enabled by the structures of social networks.” 
 Leo Mirani   

“…uncertainty is a reason for saving more, not less…my heart is on the left, but my head is on 
the right.” 
 James Mirrlees, NYT obit, on progressive taxation 

“The point is not to write down all the details, but to stay connected with the problem.” 
 Maryam Mirzakhani, Fields medalist, Economist obit 

“Luck is an under-estimated variable in human experience.” 
 Walter Mischel 

“Perhaps, by changing our appetites for entertainment, we just might change everything.” 
 Katie Miserany, editor, Assassination Generation 

Mishra, Pankaj: 
:“… the pornography of power and a bogus fantasy of machismo ...” 
 Pankaj Mishra, NYT pdf 



“A culture of cruelty is sweeping the world and it cuts across ideological as well as national 
borders.” 
  
Mishra’s Age of Anger, 2017 K: 
 Mannheim quote 
ressentiment, via Arendt: ‘a tremendous increase in mutual hatred and a somewhat universal 
irritability of everybody against everybody else’. 

and via Mishra: “An existential resentment of other people’s being, caused byan intense mix of 
envy and sense of humiliation and powerlessness, ressentiment, as it lingers and deepens, 
poisons civil society and undermines political liberty, and is presently making for a global turn to 
authoritarianism and toxic forms of chauvinism.” 
“Never have so many free individuals felt so helpless.”  

Marx, Engels, 1848: ‘All that is solid melts into air, all that is holy is profaned.’ 

deTocqueville: ‘when no authority exists in … religion…political matters, men soon become 
frightened in the face of unlimited independence. With everything in a perpetuall state of agitation, 
they become anxious and fatigued. With the world of the intellect in universal flux, they want 
everything inthe material realm, at least, to be firm and stable, and, unable to resume their former 
beliefs, they subject themselves to a master.’  

Voegelin: ‘This new absoluteness of evil … is the reflex of the actual despiritualization of the 
society from which the revolutionary emerges… the vacuum does not show any signs of refilling 
from new sources.’ 

Mishra: “..we need to interpret, in order to make the future less grim, a world bereft of moral 
certitudes and metaphysical guarantees.” 
“…everyone, everywhere seems to suffer from what Camus defined as ‘an autointoxication, the 
malignant secretion of one’s preconceived impotence inside the enclosure of the self.’ Camus … 
saw ressentiment as a defining feature of the modern world where individual dissatisfaction with 
the actually available degree of freedom constantly collideswith elaborate theories and promises 
of individual freedom and empowerment. It can only become explosive as inequalities rise and no 
political redress appears to be in sight.” 
‘…the need for some truly transformative thinking, about both the self and the world.” (last line in 
book). 
end of Age of Anger, Mishra 

“It is in the motherlands of democracy rather than in fascist Europe that racial hierarchies first 
defined the modern world. It is also where a last-ditch and potentially calamitous battle to 
preserve them is being fought today….history often repeats itself as intellectual farce…emotional 
incopntinence…the 19th century’s imperial archiove of racial knowledge… 
“‘You are worse than I am,’ Mr. Trump told Mr. Turnbull.” 
 Pankaj Mishra 

Bland Fanatics: Liberals, Race, and Empire 
Mishra, Pankaj 

‘Among the lesser culprits of history’, Reinhold Niebuhr wrote in 1957, at the height of the Cold 
War, ‘are the bland fanatics of western civilization who regard the highly contingent achievements 
of our culture as the final form and norm of human existence.’ 
Susan Sontag 
‘Let’s by all means grieve together, but let’s not be stupid together.’ 
talented writers nibbling on clichés picked to the bone by tabloid hacks, and a counterfeit imperial 
history 



Niebuhr pointed out, the ‘men of culture’, with their developed faculty of reasoning, tend to ‘give 
the hysterias of war and the imbecilities of national politics more plausible excuses than the 
average man is capable of inventing’.  
In one of his last interviews, Tony Judt lamented 
‘When we act,’ he boasted, ‘we create our own reality.’ ‘A pretty crappy generation,’ Judt 
concluded, ‘when you come to think of it.’ 
this analysis 
did not prepare its audience for the sight of blond bullies and bunglers perched atop the world’s 
greatest democracies. The barbarians, it turns out, were never at the gate; they have been ruling 
us for some time. 
The vulnerabilities of Western democracy were evident long ago… 
the principle of one person, one vote conferred political equality, it left untouched grotesque social 
and economic inequalities. 
modern democracies have for decades been lurching towards moral and ideological bankruptcy–
unprepared by their own publicists to cope with the political and environmental disasters that 
unregulated capitalism ceaselessly inflicts, 
‘Civilisation’s going to pieces,’ Tom Buchanan, the Yale-educated millionaire, abruptly informs 
Nick Carraway in The Great Gatsby… 
Woodrow Wilson told his secretary of state that ‘white civilisation and its domination over the 
world rested largely on our ability to keep this country intact’. 
Swami Vivekananda, India’s most famous nineteenth-century thinker, articulated a… 
Intoxicated by the heady wine of newly acquired power, fearsome like wild animals who see no 
difference between good and 
evil, slaves to women, insane in their lust, drenched in alcohol from head to foot, without any 
norms of ritual conduct, unclean … dependent on material things, grabbing other people’s land 
and wealth by hook or by crook … the body their self, its appetites their only concern–such is the 
image of the western demon in Indian eyes. 
Walter Bagehot, the Economist editor with an acute phobia for England’s poor and 
disenfranchised, put it frankly in 1867: 
Bagehot was equally blunt: ‘We must not let in daylight upon magic.’ 
Orwell warned, ‘A generation of the unteachable is hanging upon us like a necklace of corpses.’ 

end of Mishra 

Mitchell, Joni: 
”We are stardust, we are golden, we are billion year old carbon.” 
“If I got rid of my demons, I’d lose my angels.” 
“I realized this was a whole new ballgame; now you could make your songs literature.” (revelation 
via Dylan) 

“We are stardust 
Billion year old carbon 
We are golden 
Caught in the devil’s bargain 
And we’ve got to get outselves 
Back to the garden. 

“it always seems so righteous at the start, when there’s so much laughter, when there’s so much 
spark, when there’s so much sweetness in the dark.”  
“I sing my sorrow and I paint my joy,”  
“…I began to suffer enough, which is the only thing that ever made me write — seriously write, 
secretly write. And the music kind of joined it,”  

Joni Mitchell 

“There’s a deal to be learned in a midnight walk 
When you take it all alone.  



If a gentlemen’s with you, It’s talk talk talk. 
You’ve no eyes and mind of your own. 
 Maria Mitchell via Maria Popova 

Timothy Mitchell: Carbon Democracy: 
"narrowly conceived faiths" McJihad 
“…the political machinery that emerged to govern the age of fossil fuels, partly as a product of 
those forms of energy, may be incapable of addressing the events that will end it…” 

"Don't dance where the elephants play." 
 Mittelstand (Germany company group) slogan 

When you steal from one author, it's plagiarism; if you steal from many, it's research. Wilson 
Mizner 
"…the capitalist society … enslaves people…the communist society…stifles them." 
 Francois Mitterrand  

“The last thing youth are thinking about is religion,”  
 Ahmerd Mitwalli, Egyptian 

“In my experience, revolution is either impossible or too costly; in any case, it never ends as we 
planned it,” he wrote. “A revolutionary cannot know that. It is this ignorance that gives him wings 
and allows him to demand impossible things. That is how the world changes.” 
 Karol Modzelewski NYT obit 

Moench, Brian: 
”It takes 6.6 pounds of grain and 1,800 gallons of water to make one pound of beef. It takes 11 
times as much fossil fuel and 50 times as much water to make one calorie from animal protein as 
it does to make one calorie from plant protein. “"The livestock industry is responsible for as much 
global warming emissions as the entire transportation sector.” “Nothing focuses the mind quite 
like the inability to breathe.” 
Brian Moench 
 via Moench: 
"Pollution has made cancer the leading cause of death in China, followed by respiratory and heart 
diseases also related to air pollution."  
Chinese Ministry of Health 
Chinese Ministry of Health issued a statement: "Pollution has made cancer the leading cause of 
death in China, followed by respiratory and heart diseases also related to air pollution.” 

Yasmine Mohammed: Unveiled, 2019: 
quoting Roald Dahl in Matilda: 
‘I have found it impossible to talk to anyone about my problems. I couldn’t face the 
embaressment, and anyway I lack the courage. Any courage I has was knocked out of me when I 
was young. But now, all of a sudden, I have a sort of desperate wish to tell everything to 
somebody.’ 
“…liberals are happy to criticize white theocracies, Christian theocracies, but they fail to criticize 
the same evils in the Muslim world… 
I coul;d choose to correct friends who insisted Islam was a religion of peace… 
…parents beat their children, they have to do it out of religious duty and fear, they have to ensure 
that their children are devout Muslims… 
to book… 

“the exploited must share responsibility for their plight with the exploiters.” 
 Ardeshir Mohassess, Iranian cartoonist, NY Times obit 10-20-08 

"We are responsible not only for what we do but for what we don't do.” 
“It infuriates me to be wrong when I know I’m right.” 



 Jean-Baptiste Moliere 

Molinari, Jean-Francois: 
“This is what physics is all about: finding simplicity in complex patterns, and finding analogies 
between seemingly disconnected fields.”  

protest sign in Shuangqiao “Our obligation here is to get these guys on the record with what they 
really believe so they can’t walk away from their record,” 

Rodell Mollineau 

from George Monbiot’s HEAT, 2006” 
“We inhabit the brief historical interlude between ecological constraint and ecological 
catastrophe.” 

“…whatever our beliefs might be, we consume as much as our incomes allow. Environmentalism 
is for other people.” 

Coaches buses quote on p. 148, Chap 8 

Freedom: who could object? ,,,the freedom of the powerful to exploit the weak, the rich to exploit 
the poor. 

George Monbiot 
"How did politics in the U.S. come to be dominated by people who make a virtue out of 
ignorance?" 
 George Monbiot 

"Freedom: who could object? Yet this word is now used to justify a thousand forms of 
exploitation… 
In the name of freedom – freedom from regulation – the banks were permitted to wreck the 
economy. In the name of freedom, taxes for the super-rich are cut. In the name of freedom, 
companies lobby to drop the minimum wage and raise working hours. .. This is the freedom of the 
powerful to exploit the weak, the rich to exploit the poor… 
the state should impose legal restraints on freedoms that interfere with other people's freedoms – 
or on freedoms which conflict with justice and humanity… 
Modern libertarianism is the disguise adopted by those who wish to exploit without restraint... 
one-eyed philosophy is a con trick,..whose promoters … have turned "freedom" into an 
instrument of oppression. 
Neoliberalism, also known as market fundamentalism or laissez-faire economics, purports to 
liberate the market from political interference. The state, it asserts, should do little but defend the 
realm, protect private property and remove barriers to business… 
Neoliberalism appears to be little more than a justification for plutocracy. 

 George Monbiot 
“Efficiency solves nothing [if] growth continues...you measure the depth of [a] problem ... by our 
inability to even discuss it.” 
“...our social collapse... These structural changes have been accompanied by a life-denying 



ideology, which enforces and celebrates our social isolation....we have ripped the natural world 
apart, degraded our conditions of life, surrendered our freedoms and prospects of contentment to 
a compulsive, atomising, joyless hedonism, in which, having consumed all else, we start to prey 
upon ourselves. For this, we have destroyed the essence of humanity: our connectedness... Our 
lives are becoming nasty, brutish and long. 

“... it is easiest to oppress those we cannot see ... We have all become skilled in the art of not 
seeing.” 

 George Monbiot 

“Freedom from trade unions and collective bargaining means the freedom to suppress wages. 
Freedom from regulation means the freedom to poison rivers, endanger workers, charge 
iniquitous rates of interest and design exotic financial instruments. Freedom from tax means 
freedom from the distribution of wealth that lifts people out of poverty.” 

“Democracy is reduced to theatre.” 
“Consumer demand and economic growth are the motors of environmental destruction.” 

 G Monbiot 

“Despair looks like the only rational response. ..political failure is, in essence, a failure of 
imagination… it is despair, not hope, that is irrational…. 
The only thing that can displace a story is a story. Those who tell the stories run the world…. 
the reason why … [we are] stuck with neoliberalism is that we have failed to produce a new 
narrative with which to replace it…  
You cannot take away someone’s story without giving them a new one.”  
 G monbiot 
“Despair is the state we fall into when our imagination fails.” 
Despair, atomisation, alienation 
I see despair as another variety of disavowal. By throwing up our hands about the calamities that 
could one day afflict us, we disguise and distance them, converting concrete choices into 
indecipherable dread.  
…systems look immutable until they suddenly disintegrate. As soon as they do, the disintegration 
retrospectively looks inevitable.  
…for a peaceful mass movement to succeed, a maximum of 3.5% of the population needs to 
mobilise. Humans are ultra-social mammals, constantly if subliminally aware of shifting social 
currents. Once we perceive that the status quo has changed, we flip suddenly from support for 
one state of being to support for another. When a committed and vocal 3.5% unites behind the 
demand for a new system, the social avalanche that follows becomes irresistible. Giving up 
before we have reached this threshold is worse than despair: it is defeatism.  
“A new politics, funded by oligarchs, built on sophisticated cheating and provocative lies, using 
dark ads and conspiracy theories on social media, has perfected the art of persuading the poor to 
vote for the interests of the very rich.” 

As capital runs out of planet to burn, it turns its attention to the deep ocean floor and starts 
speculating about shifting into space.  Madeira Capitalism Pandora 
“Political failure is, at heart, a failure of imagination…fatalism creeps across our movements like 
rust.”  
From 1942 until 1945, the manufacture of cars was banned. So were new household appliances 
and even the construction of new homes.  
[we are] under unprecedented climatic attack. 
Catastrophe is not a matter of fate. It’s a matter of choice. 

“Our survival depends on disobedience.” 
“Learning to live with it … our new term for doing nothing…for failing.” 

“A government that cannot tolerate protest is a government that cannot tolerate democracy…. 



Business as usual is a threat to life on Earth. Disrupting it is the greatest civic duty of all.” 
…incrementalism is too small an ask… a morass in which ambition sinks…[let’s] abandon the 
timidity and tokenism…  
  
  

end of Monbiot 

“Christopher Monckton is not and has never been a Member of the House of Lords. There is no 
such thing as a ‘non-voting’ or ‘honorary’ member.” 
 Response to C Bickmore from British House of Lords 

Mondragon: 
“The position that women have, in any society, is the exact measurement of its level of 
development.” 
 Father Don Jose Maria Arizmedni, founder, Mondragon Cooperatives 

  “There are also ideas in books. That’s what’s dangerous. Because the day that you have 
a large seller that sells 80 percent of books, he’s the one who will decide what’s published, or 
what won’t be published. That’s what scares me.” 
 Xavier Moni, French bookseller 

“There is no such thing as a glass ceiling, just a big fat layer of men.” 
“The opposite of feminism is ignorance.”  

 Prats Monne in Iceland see pdf 
  
“…there could be no progress without a certain disorder.” 
“I have never taken a job that I did not myself invent.” 
 Monnet 

“I have known only one true genius:  
 Jacques Monod,” claimed Albert Camus. 

Montagu, Ashley: 
“Prehistoric man was, on the whole, a more peaceful, cooperative, unwarlike, unaggressive 
creature than we are,… The meaning we have put into the term ‘savage’ is more correctly 
applicable to ourselves.” 

"Religion's surest foundation is the contempt for life." 
“We can be knowledgeable with other men’s knowledge, but we cannot be wise with other men’s 
wisdom.” 
“The thing I fear most is fear…” 
“We can be knowledgeable with other men’s knowledge but we cannot be wise with other men’s 
wisdom.”  
“Age imprints more wrinkles in the mind than it does on the face.”  

 Michel de Montaigne,  

“The tyranny of a prince in an oligarchy is not so dangerous to the public welfare as the apathy of 
a citizen in a democracy.”  
"When that virtue ceases ambition enters those hearts that can admit it and avarice enters them 
all." 
 Montesquieu 



“The indefinite persmission to … pass down wealth through inheritance and gifts …gradually 
ruined … the sharing of lands; more than anything else it introduced the ominous difference 
between wealth and poverty … the people, continually deprived of their share, constantly asked 
for a new distribution of lands. …… [He suggested passing laws to] equalize inequalities .” 
 Montesquieu via Sataraman 

"The first idea that the child must acquire, in order to be actively disciplined, is that of the 
difference between good and evil, and the task of the educator lies in seeing that the child does 
not confound good with immobility, and evil with activity.” 
 Maria Montessori (1870-1852) 

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon is denouncing the "sickening, savage and apparently 
deliberate attack" on a U.N.-Syrian Arab Red Crescent convoy in Syria, calling the bombers 
"cowards." 
The U.N. chief told world leaders at Tuesday's opening of the U.N. General Assembly's ministerial 
meeting that "just when we think it cannot get any worse, the bar of depravity sinks lower." 
The Red Crescent said about 20 civilians were killed. Ban called those delivering aid "heroes." 
He says the United Nations was forced to suspend aid convoys "because of this outrage" 
Ban blames the Syrian government for most deaths and says it "continues to barrel bomb 
neighborhoods and systematically torture thousands of detainees." 
He says countries "that keep feeding the war machine also have blood on their hands" and 
accuses unnamed governments attending the U.N. meeting of ignoring, facilitating, funding, 
planning and carrying out "atrocities" against civilians on all sides. 
 Ban ki-Moon, UN Sec-Gen 

Mooney, Chris: 
Republican War on Science, 2005 
The Republican Brain, 2012 

"Giving ideologues or partisans scientific data that's relevant to their beliefs is like unleashing 
them in the motivated-reasoning equivalent of a candy store." 
"Republicans and Democrats really think about facts, about reality itself, differently….our 
personalities … have tilted us towards adopting some beliefs more than others." 
Openness is largely a measure of curiosity about the world…" 
…there may be something about conservatives that leads them to be more factually incorrect. 
…liberalism is associated with curiosity and open-mindedness… 
…conservatives intermingle their psychological needs with motivated reasoning to come up with 
false history." 
The goal…is to achieve consistency between one's beliefs – and prior beliefs and commitments, 
especially strong emotional ones, take precedence.” 
Republican Brain epigraph was: 
‘Reality has a well-known liberal bias.’ Stephen Colbert. 
Condorcet… 
psychology of ideology 
My The Call… 
end Chris Mooney 

“If you don’t think there’s a solution, then you just haven’t asked the right questions.” 
 John Mooney, NYT obit, catalytic converter  

"Folk conceptions of justice … do have a rational and realistic basis." 
 Barrington Moore via Piven 

“If everything you try works, you are not trying hard enough.” 
 Gordon Moore 



Moore, Jason: 
Beginning in this first sixteenth century, regional crises were resolved through global expansion, 
the global ecological fix….This moved Europe's civilizational expansion from an occasional 
episode to a way of life. 

"Climate change … is poised to become the most massive human-rights violation the world has 
ever seen." 
"Every act of refusal is also an act of assent…Life is something we create by our decisions.  
Moralizing is foisting your beliefs onto others without using reason. That's different from moral 
reasoning…a discourse in which people affirm what they think…and then they back up their 
claims with reasons….Moral discouse isn't about science. It's about right and wrong.  
Moral arguments speak to all people. 
Moral arguments are trump cards. 
Moral arguments appeal to what is hopeful and good in the human spirit. 
"…a 'sacred secularist' …I believe the world is extraordinary and mysterious … worthy of 
reverence and awe…The word we have for … that is sacred." 
"…between hope and despair is the broad territory of moral integrity – a match between what you 
believe and what you do." 
see pdf of extensive interview 

Kathleen Dean Moore 

“…the deepest feeling always shows itself in silence; 
not in silence, but restraint.” 
 Marianne Moore 

“That which it is impossible to force, it is impossibletohinder.” 
 Marianne Moore 

Michael Moore: 
”For corporations there's no such thing as enough." 
“The key to [Iceland’s] resilience and stability is its strong female leadership ... testosterone drives 
a patriarchal society to violence and irrational risk-taking.... the world would be peaceful and just if 
women were in charge.” based on NYT review 
the 3 pandemics we face — Covid, Climate and Coup 
  Michael Moore 

"There's people that got it all and people that have nothin'. There's got to be some kind of 
rebellion." 
 Character in Capitalism: A Love Story by  
There's an incredible flaw in Capitalism. 
"Capitalism: a system of taking and giving – mainly taking." 
"Capitalism - in the present moment - is evil." 
 Reverend in Capitalism: A Love Story 
"Capitalism has the ability to convict its victims that the system is good." 
 character in film 
"I refuse to live in a country like this – and I'm not leaving!" 
"Capitalism is an evil …you have to eliminate it and replace it with … democracy." 
You can’t regulate evil… 
we live in fictitious times. We live in 
a time where we have fictitious election results that elect a fictitious president. We live 
in a time where we have a man sending us to war for fictitious reasons. Whether it's the 
fiction of duct tape or the fiction of orange alerts: we are against this war, Mr Bush. 
Shame on you, Mr Bush. Shame on you! And anytime you've got the Pope and the Dixie 
Chicks against you, your time is up! 



one of the reasons gun murders in other countries are so rare is because there's less of the lone 
wolf mentality amongst their citizens. Most are raised with a sense of connection 
“…if the planet isn’t worth dying for, then the planet won’t be worth living on…Insurrection.” 

from Invade Next, female CEO of Iceland, what would you say: 
“… I wouldn't want to live in the place [America] even if you paid me. Because the  
way that you treat people, the way that you treat your neighbors…    
I would never want to be your neighbor. Never, never, because you don't treat your fellow 
Americans the way you should. … how can you come home and be OK with that? I couldn’t." 
end Michael Moore 

Moore, Patrick: 
“A flower is your brother.” 

Stephen Moore, trump econ advisor: "Capitalism's more important than democracy, I'm not even 
a big believer in democracy" 

“If greenhouse emissions continue their steady escalation, temperatures across most of the earth 
will rise to levels with no recorded precedent by the middle of this century ... after 2047, more 
than half the earth’s surface will experience annual climates hotter than anything that occurred 
between 1860 and 2005.” 
 Justin Gillis NY Times on Mora’s work: 
 ““Go back in your life to think about the hottest, most traumatic event you have experienced,” Dr. 
Mora said in an interview. “What we’re saying is that very soon, that event is going to become the 
norm.” 
“I am certain there will be massive biological and social consequences,” Dr. Mora said. 
 Camilo Mora 

Morales, Domingo: 
“I have all this burning energy that never dwindles.” NYT by Cara Buckley 
“Composting is the only form of recycling you can do from start to finish and watch your work be 
put to good use.   restless. Motion with Meaning.” 

Morales, Evo: 
according to the Mayan calendar the 21 of December is the end of the non-time and the 
beginning of time. It is the end of the Macha and the beginning of the Pacha, the end of 
selfishness and the beginning of brotherhood, it is the end of individualism and the beginning of 
collectivism – 21 of December this year. The scientists know very well that this marks the end of 
an anthropocentric life and the beginning of a bio-centric life. It is the end of hatred and the 
beginning of love, the end of lies and beginning of truth. It is the end of sadness and the 
beginning of happiness, it is the end of division and the beginning of unity, and this is a theme to 
be developed. 
 Evo Morales  see last 3 min. of: 
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001?
bckey=AQ~~,AAABPSuWdxE~,UHaNXUUB06UZWFCoFFs5QZruHHpWrX5A&bctid=186312744
2001 

“If we want to save the planet earth to save life and humanity, we are obliged to end the capitalist 
system. The grave effects of climate change, of the energy, food, and financial crises, are not a 
product of human beings in general, but rather of the capitalist system as it is, in human, with its 
idea of unlimited industrial development.” 
Evo Morales 
 see also Cochabamba People’s Agreement http://pwccc.wordpress.com/support  

“To understand the ravings of a madman, one must have raved himself, but without having lost 
the awareness of one’s madness.” 
 Jacques-Joseph Moreau de Tours 

http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001?bckey=AQ~~,AAABPSuWdxE~,UHaNXUUB06UZWFCoFFs5QZruHHpWrX5A&bctid=1863127442001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001?bckey=AQ~~,AAABPSuWdxE~,UHaNXUUB06UZWFCoFFs5QZruHHpWrX5A&bctid=1863127442001
http://link.brightcove.com/services/player/bcpid1722935254001?bckey=AQ~~,AAABPSuWdxE~,UHaNXUUB06UZWFCoFFs5QZruHHpWrX5A&bctid=1863127442001
http://pwccc.wordpress.com/support


“Fame is a gift – you can help people.” 
 Jeanne Moreau 

Morello, Tom: 
“Where poverty meets disinformation, hatred blooms.” 
Rage Against the Machine. 

“I’d rather be a failed revolutionary than someone who never tried to do a revolution in the first 
place.” 
France Moretti 

Morgenthau, Hans: 
“Whoever wants to retain his moral innocence must forsake action altogether.” 

“…I did want to give that feeling of being in a cult. We’re all basically obedient. I think that desire 
to be someone new is so strong that it’s easy to believe the most ridiculous things.” 
 Liane Moriarty, author of Nine Perfect Strangers 

“I often think it odd that it should be so dull, 
for a geat deal  of it must be invention.” 
 Catherine Morland on History 

Mormon: 
“I just kind of realized that it didn’t make sense. It just wasn’t logical. There is so much going on in 
the world that you can’t just call pure good and pure evil.” 
 ex-Mormon in The Group, Utah County 
Mormon song: “Do what is right; let the consequence follow.” via Kate Kelly 
“the Mormon faith has become a place that incentivizes the survival of the least fit. Since strict 
obedience is demanded and harshly enforced, only the least talented, least articulate, least 
nuanced thinkers, least likely to take a stand against abuse, and the least courageous people 
thrive in the Church today.” 
 Kate Kelly 

from lds.org via Mormon Times Des News 3-26-2015” 
“...some grammatical constructions that are more characteristic of Near Eastern languages than 
English appear in the original manuscript, suggesting that the base language of the translation 
was not English.” 
end Mormon 

Morris, Charles R: 
from NYT  obit: ‘..expression of disappointment that benevolent officials had become wedded to 
programs that didn’t work. .. 
he was more intent on adding perspective than affixing blame. 
He truly has been ‘mugged by reality,… 
how did he get this so right, so early?’ 

“…Vietnam was only the most visible symptom of a larger ‘moral pollution’ at the heart of 
American society.” 
 David J Morris  

“The truth is not a liberal plot.” 
 Errol Morris 

“…underwritten and overplotted…” on writing 
 Wesley Morris in NYT book review 



“The Scots see death as imminent. Canadians see death as inevitable. And Californians see 
death as optional.” 
 Ian Morrison 

“…introduce new information by telling voters about something they don’t know rather than telling 
them that what they think they know is wrong, you can see the light come on….The recipe is 
simple: credibility derived from listening, compelling solutions, new information that breaks 
through and thoughtful analytics.” 
 Matt Morrison 

Toni Morrison 
Nobel Prize-winning novelist 
Rutgers University 
I have often wished that Jefferson had not used that phrase “the pursuit of happiness” as 
the third right — although I understand in the first draft it was “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of property.” Of course, I would have been one of those properties one had the 
right to pursue, so I suppose happiness is an ethical improvement over a life devoted to 
the acquisition of land, acquisition of resources, acquisition of slaves. 
Still, I would rather he had written “life, liberty and the pursuit of meaningfulness” or 
“integrity” or “truth.” I know that happiness has been the real, if covert, goal of your 
labors here. I know that it informs your choice of companions, the profession you will 
enter. But I urge you, please don’t settle for happiness. It’s not good enough. 
Personal success devoid of meaningfulness, free of a steady commitment to social justice, that’s 
more than a barren life; it is a trivial one. It’s looking good instead of doing good.” 
“Don’t write about what you know, ‘cause you don’t know nothin’.” 
“The purpose of evil…” and ..”…laughter is serious…”  paragraphs in chapter in Nobel Writers on 
… 
also on language”  ‘tongue-suicide…looting of language…’ 
“We die. That may be the meaning of life. But we do language. That may be the measure of our 
lives.”  
on Robert Bernstein: 
“…evil does not awe or paralyze him.” 
“…speak the language. The language we dream in, the language we fall in love in, the language 
that lets our fellows know we are dying or living or fighting or winning - the language we know the 
world by and by which the world knows us. Language that can change a mind or console it. 
Language that negotiates power and is itself power. Language that topples regimes and spawns 
them and holds them to account. The right to have language, to use it, to dissect it, to share it, to 
take it with you into other states and nations, to roar it…” 
“…impatience and … restlessness…an intense curiosity: things interested him; people interested 
him; ideas interested him. (in Foreward to Bernstein’s Speaking Freely). 
“My project is an effort to avert the critical gaze from the racial object to the racial subject; from 
the described and imagined to the describers and imaginers; from the serving to the served.”  

“We die - that may be the meaning of life. But we do language. That may be the measure of our 
lives.”…oppressive language doesn’t just ‘represent violence - it is violence….“Language can 
never ‘pin down’ slavery, genocide, war. Nor should it yearn for the arrogance to be able to do so. 
Its force, its felicity, is in its reach toward the ineffable….“Oppressive language does more than 
represent violence. It is violence.”  
 Nobel address 
“They don’t stop and frisk  on Wall Street, which is where they should really go.” 
by Emma Goldberg in NYT: ‘A measure of [her] life was her ability to gather the pieces of a 
country broken under the weight of its own history.’ 
via Valerie Babb NYT: 
“I want to draw a map, so to speak, of a critical geography and use that map to open as much 
space for discovery, intellectual adventure, and close exploration as did the original charting of 
the New World – without the mandate for conquest.” Morrison’s New World. 



Jason Reynolds: “…there is an audacity to her work. She was a maverick and she had an ability 
to write really complex and painful things in a way that felt boundless.”  
she’ll be remembered as someone who loved us – and loved us enough to scare us…. I know 
that she scared the white establishment, and that made me feel safe. It made us feel bigger. She 
was unafraid.”  

via Stacey L Brown, NYT:  
“The real liberation was the kids, because their needs were simple. One, they needed me to be 
competent. Two, they wanted me to have a sense of humor. And three, they wanted me to be an 
adult. No one else asked that of me.”  
  
M. Obama: “We belong, she showed us, not just in paperback books but in textbooks, not just in 
a publishing house but in the White House.”  
Toni Morrison understood, you see, that people gravitate to what’s real. And in her writing, the 
truth was always right there … 
work is part of what makes the act of reading her so special; that at times, you have to earn her 
wisdom.… 
via Sarah Ladipo Manyika: ‘…when one is in awe of someone, what stays in the memory is not 
what is said but how it is said.’ 
via Tayari Jones: 
“She wasn’t one to search for common ground; she was looking for the true path forward.”  
Toni via Michelle L Norris: “I stood at the edge and claimed it as central. Claimed it as central. 
And let the rest of the world move over to where I was.”  

“I don’t write when I’m teaching. Teaching is about taking things apart; writing is about putting 
things together.”  

via Economist obit: ‘She knew exactly what was needed to lead, sometimes throw, the reader into 
an alien world. It was not merely words but the silences between them, the unsaid things and the 
smoke they sent up, that gave her phrases their rhythm and their power.’  
“A writer’s life and work are not a gift to mankind; they are its necessity.” 
…truth is trouble. It is trouble for the warmonger, the torturer, the corporate thief, the political 
hack, the corruptjustice system, and for a comotose public… 
…predators feeding off the world’s resources… 

“Evil has a blockbuster audience. Goodness lurks backstage.” 
Evil grabs the intellectual platform and its energy…It hogs the stage.” 

“A writer’s life and work are not a gift to mankind; they are its necessity.” 
end Toni Morrison 

“YA dystopias … touch upon complex and frightening issues in a manageable [and entertaining] 
format …[they are] invitations to action.” 
 Thomas J Morrissey, in Basu, et al., eds. see pdf 

“If genocide is to be prevented in the future, we must understand how it happened in the past - 
not only in terms of the killers and the killed but of the bystanders.” 
 Arthur D Morse 

Morson, Gary Saul: 
Minds Wide Shut: How the New Fundamentalisms Divide Us 
Morson, Gary Saul; Schapiro, Morton 

…failure of the “socialist bloc” had seemingly consigned to what Leon Trotsky called “the dustbin 
of history.” In this view, capitalism cannot be compassionate any more than the plague can be 
healthy. Some have described these opposites in terms of a generation gap—which, if true, 
seems as wide as the Grand Canyon. We are speaking here not of arguments between those 



who favor either a market or a government solution to this or that problem, but to those who think 
categorically, so that the answer to any question is known as soon as the question is posed. The 
answer is always privatization or nationalization… 
Mikhail Bakhtin liked to say, the old way of regarding things has become “contested, contestable, 
and contesting.”…when that happens, people have moved from a “Ptolemaic universe,” which 
they regard as the unchallenged center of things, to a “Galilean” one,.. 
see no alternative to an unchangeable idea of the sacred and what it demands 
…in Stalin’s famous phrase, “engineers of human souls” (inzhinery 
Immanuel Kant maintained the opposite view: “From the crooked timber of humanity no straight 
thing was ever made.”  

“Islam – the ink of a scholar, the blood of a martyr.” 
 Greg Mortenson 

“It's remarkable how the most terrible consequences can come from a 
strong desire to do good.” 
  Adam Morton, wrote On Evil 

“Life is a flame with a memory.” 
 Oliver Morton 

Moskowitz, Seth, Persuasion : 
“…words have come to mean different things to the left and the right.”  

“I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou 
and thy seed may live.” 
 Moses 

"We can lick any congestion. If only enough highways can be built." 
 Robert Moses, 1956 

“If you carry a gun, it’s bound to go off sooner or later.” 
 Walter Mosley 

Mosman, Lisa - LDS ‘liberal’: 
“They’re having to ask themselves who they trust more — the prophet or Tucker Carlson,” 

“The problem with the world is that we draw the circle of our family too small.” 
 Mother Theresa 

“Don’t all these events now going on around us and committed in our name require us to break 
the fear barrier and begin to question our region and our societies, especially the ideas being 
trafficked there that have led us to this awful stage where we are tearing at one another’s throats 
— to mention nothing of what as a result also happens beyond our region?” 
 Diana Moukalled, quoted by Friedman 

“Secrecy is a dying cult…it’s time we stopped treating secrets as some kind of asset, to be traded 
or hoarded. …everything has to be in sunlight. That’s the only way to protect ourselves…” 
 Rolf Mowatt-Larssen, CIA, Dept. of Energy, in Susskind bk 

Moyers, Bill: 
“Democracy is the enemy of the absolute.” 
"…they are occupying Wall Street because Wall Street has occupied the country." 
 Bill Moyers 
“…the job of trying to tell the truth about people whose job it is to hide the truth is almost as 
complicated and difficult as trying to hide it in the first place.” And 



“The First Amendment is the first for a reason. It’s needed to keep our leaders honest and to arm 
the powerless with the information they need to protect themselves against the tyranny of the 
powerful, whether that tyranny is political or commercial.” 

“The Founders didn’t count on the rise of mega-media.” 
 Bill Moyers May 7, 2001 
“…real news is the news you and I need to keep our freedoms.” 
 Richard Reeves quoted by Bill Moyers 
"Faith without doubt is an addiction." 
 Mary Gordon on Moyers' Faith and Reason #2 
"Prayer is having something to say and someone to say it to." 
 Colin McGinn on Moyers' Faith and Reason-2 
"If speech is money, then no money means no speech.” 

"News is what people want to keep hidden – the rest is publicity." 
"…American taxpayers were suckered by the shenanigans, greed, egos, back-scratching, and 
guile of financial and political elites who swarmed like vultures arounf Fannie Mae, picking it clean 
of oversight and accountability while its executives gorged themselves on the spoils." 
'…the bleeding corpse of democracy." 
"Our elections have replaced horse racing as the sport of kings. These kings are multibillionaire, 
corporate moguls who…are now buying politicians like so much pricey horseflesh." 
“Rarely have so few imposed such damage on so many.” (on Citizens United ruling) 
It was as if history had staged a morality play. Two gladiators of light and darkness, Franklin 
Roosevelt and Adolf Hitler, came to power within weeks of each other, faced off in a contest of 
global warfare, and died in the same month. In doing so, they embodied the very essences of 
democracy and dictatorship. 
There are some things the tongue cannot utter, which the eyes see and never forget. 
 Bill Moyers 

“If you think these guys are bad, you should see their constituents.”  
 Texas politician quoted by Bill Moyers 

“The abuse of buying and selling votes crept in and money began to play an important part in 
determining elections.  Later on, this process of corruption spread in the law courts and to the 
army, and finally, when even the sword became enslaved by the power of gold, the republic was 
subjected to the rule of emperors.” 
 Plutarch, quoted by Bill Moyers 

end Bill Moyers 

Moyn, Samuel: 
“Introduced in secret and then normalised in public, targeted killings transformed the “war on 
terror”… 
“We fight war crimes but have forgotten the crimes of war.” 
  
“We have normalized war.” 
 Samuel Moyn and Stephen Wertheim 

Moynihan, Daniel Patrick: 
“God preserve me from ideologues.” 
“Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but not his own facts.” 
“We are at the point of knowing a fair amount about what we don’t know,”  

“I watched all this with a combination of incredulity, horror and complicity,” he wrote in 
Pandaemonium.  

MAXIMUM FEASIBLE MISUNDERSTANDING (1969). Moynihan’s bitter account of the War on 
Poverty 



see book rerview pdf by Joe Klein: ‘his prescience — the persistence of ethnicity and racial caste 
in American life (and in the world), the migration of working-class whites from the Democratic to 
the Republican Party (which he predicted in 1970), climate change (which he predicted in 1969), 
the plague of mass shootings, the difficulty of improving public education for the poor, the fragility 
of family structure in the postindustrial world — and of the aphorisms that he seemed to toss off 
effortlessly… his defining insights…first, … the persistence of ethnicity in American life…
second…an affluent society where technology was replacing jobs … was creating a new form of 
poverty.’  
 Daniel Patrick Moynihan  

Mozart: 
“…every day God performs fresh miracles throiugh this child.” father 
Swafford in bio on M via Economist review: ‘Through him classical music may have found its 
most ideal expression…a kind of effortless perfection…they seem almost to have written 
themselves’. 
‘He could dispense delight by the yard…he remained childlike and obscene, fixated on bottoms…
force of nature …meowing like a cat and leaping over the furniture…’ 
Emperor Joseph II: ‘Too beautiful for our ears, my dear Mozart, and monstrous many notes!’ 
“Exactly as many as necessary, Your Majesty!” 

“We will be judged by history, not just on how we disrupt and deter terrorism, but also on how we 
protect the civil liberties and the constitutional rights of all Americans, including those Americans 
who wish us ill. We must do both of these things, and we must do them exceptionally well.’’ 
“…there were multiple systematic efforts to interfere in our election, and that allegation deserves 
the attention of every American.” 
 Robert Mueller, FBI 

"…the stupefying effects of the vice of over-industry and the deadly apathy of luxury." 
 John Muir 
“When we try to pick out anything by itself, we find it hitched to everything else in the universe.”  

John Muir   
“God has cared for these trees, saved them from drought, disease, avalanches, and a thousand 
tempests and floods. But he cannot save them from fools.” 
“I only went out for a walk and finally concluded to stay out till sundown, for going out, I found. 
was really going in.” 
 John Muir 

"It is not the man who has too little, but the man who craves more, who is poor." 
 Jose Mujica, Pres. Uruguay, quoting Seneca, Roman philosopher 

“Cadiologists and oncologists - plumbers and poisoners - lived in different medical realms.” 
 Siddhartha Mukherjee 

"The trouble with various theologies is that they build walls around things that should be open." 
 William Mulder 

"Smart people learn from their mistakes. But the real sharp ones learn from the mistakes of 
others." 
 Brandon Mull 

"I could sit on a DNA molecule and watch the polymerase go by." 
 Kary Mullis 

“I’m a pessimist about probabilities; I’m an optimist about possibilities.” 
 Lewis Mumford 
quoting Lewis Mumford: ‘It is forbidden to forbid.’ via Roszak 



“Nature is not only all that is visible to the eye…it also shows the inner images of the soul…The 
images on the back side of the eyes.” 
 Edvard Munch,  Scream… 

Munro, Alice: 
She shares Chekhov's obsession with time and our much- lamented inability to delay or prevent 
its relentless movement forward. via Wiki 

“Gridlock is the greatest friend [for climate change deniers]” 
 Mark Murano, Inhofe staff 

Muratov, Dmitri: 
“Disbelief in democracy means that the countries that have a abandoned it will get a dictator. And 
where there is a dictatorship, there is a war: If we refuse democracy, we agree to war.” Nobel 
“The world has fallen out of love with democracy.” 
Muratov said of journalism in his Nobel speech just weeks before Russian tanks swept into 
Ukraine: “Yes, we growl and bite. Yes, we have sharp teeth and strong grip. But we are the 
prerequisite for progress. We are the antidote against tyranny.”  

from Murawiec, Jihad … 
“I realized in the action of the jihadis the exceptional prevalence of a cult of violence, of a glee to 
inflict suffering, in short, of a bloodlust that had little if any counterpart. … and underlying 
‘theology of death’ …” 
… a pornography of crime … [on images]…I kill, therefore I am…. 

I uncovered a lavish pattern of relations between radical Islam and Soviet communism, starting in 
the earliest days of Lenin’s putsch …” 
Love of death is ubiquitous in radical Islam. It is one of its defining traits… 
[Nassar’s false assassination attempt…p.132-33] 
Jihad is an integral part of Islam… 
History is not an open-ended development but an entropic process of degeneracy straying ever 
further away from the original perfection. For mankind, the only desirable and indeed possible 
course of action is harking back to the past…. 
see Voegelin killing quote. 
Islam conceives of itself as the perfect political system, since it flows from a perfect revelation. It 
derives its entire body of law from God’s … prescription. There is no conceivable change in a 
system of that kind…. 
Khomeini's … ruthless cruelty was based on his very conception of Islam: ‘Muhammad was not 
only instrumental in bringing the Islamic law, he was also its first executioner. He cut off hands, 
chopped off limbs, stoned adulterers to death.’, p. 293, citing Dabashi 
…quoting Camus:’ … the Arabs have acquired the right somehow to slit throats and to 
mutilate.’… 
See last 2 pp Conclusions. 
 Laurent Murawiec, 2008 pdf 

“Ethylene is the plant equivalent of a scream.” 
 Susan Murch 

“The only reliable durable and perpetual guarantor of independence is profit.” 
 James Murdoch 

Murillo, Oscar: artist 
“My work is a social detonater…a way to infiltrate the system… 
let these kids explore in the intimate reality of the school desks, to make marks of their own 
desires… 



The truth of a society comes out naturally.” 

"Moral certainty ignites every inquisition and then feeds it with oxygen." 
moral certainty. It sweeps objections aside and makes anything permissible if pursued with an 
appeal to a higher justification. 
The drafters of the United States Constitution — fearful of rule by one opinion, whether the 
tyrant’s or the mob’s — created a governmental structure premised on the idea that human 
beings are fallible, fickle and unreliable, and in fundamental ways not to be trusted. Triumphalist 
rhetoric about the Constitution ignores the skeptical view of human nature that underlies it. 
 Cullen Murphy 

“…most of us live in societies in which we may well be wrong but cannot afford to know we are 
wrong.” 
 G. Murphy Outgrowing Self-Deception, 1975 

MIKE MURPHY: It is a choice between two evils. And the way you fight evil is to never choose it. 

"Our nation is coming apart at the seams…- the seams of class… 
we now have an aristocracy of inherited intelligence." 
 Charles Murray via Nicholas Confessore in NY Times Book Rev 

“We know it makes a difference when women are in the room, and we know it makes a difference 
when women aren’t in the room - on what is brought up, how it’s seen, and how it’s put together.” 
 Sen. Patty Murray, WA Dem 

Murrow, Edward R: 
”He didn’t create this situation of fear; he merely exploited it, and rather successfully. Cassius was 
right, ‘the fault, dear Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves.’” 
 Edward R Murrow on Sen Joe McCarthy 
“Churchill mobilized the English language and sent it into battle....and, whether defending or 
attacking, Mr. Churchill never attempted to conceal the cost.” 
 Edward R Murrow 
“Millions of human beings, most of them Jews, are being gathered up with ruthless efficiency and 
murdered. The phrase ‘concentration camps’ is obsolete… it is now possible only to speak of 
extermination camps.” 
 Edward R Murrow 

He mobilized the English language and sent it into battle to steady his fellow countrymen and 
hearten those Europeans upon whom the long dark night of tyranny had descended. 
– Edward R. Murrow, On Winston Churchill, 1954 

“During my years caring for patients, the most common pathology I saw was not heart disease or 
diabetes; it was loneliness.” 
 Vivek Murthy 

“[we have] too little intellect in matters of the soul”. 
“A man who wants the truth becomes a scientist; a man who wants to give free play to his 
subjectivity may become a writer; but what shoulda man do who wants something in between?” 
  
 Robert Musil 

“You’ll tell me if it ever starts getting genuinely insane, won’t you?” 
 Elon Musk 

“…the only kind of society that has a chance...is a society that will not tolerate slums for some 
and decent houses for others, rats for some and playgrounds for others, clean air for some and 
filth for others.” 
 Edmund Muskie 



“Lenin is an artist who has worked in men as others have worked in marble or metal.” 
 Mussolini 

“I have the copyright to my drawings, but I don’t have the copyright to their interpretation,” 
 Gado  Mwampembwa, Tanzania 

"There are certain men that the more visible they get, the more bulletproof they feel….women 
don't get reckless when they're empowered." 
 Dee Dee Myers 

 [...science and religion are necessarily in conflict:] “One is a method of analysis and experiment; 
the other is pretense and lies.” 
 P Z Myers 

Myers, Steven Lee: 
The New Tsar: The Rise and Reign of Vladimir Putin 
Of all the socialist bureaucracy of the ninteenth century. Dead Souls, Gogol’s masterwork 
skewering provincial venality and 

“What makes the arms race a global folly is that all countries are now buying greater and greater 
insecurity at higher and higher costs.” 
 Alva Myrdal 

Gunnar Myrdal, yet another Nobel-winning economist, once argued that scientists of all sorts rely 
on preconceptions. “Questions must be asked before answers can be given…” 

  


