
L Quotations 

Labatut, Benjamin: 
“Could a sufficient concentration of human will — millions of people exploited for a single end with 
their minds compressed into the same psychic space — unleash something comparable to the 
singularity? Schwarzschild was convinced that such a thing was not only possible, but was 
actually taking place in the Fatherland.” 
via. NYT review by da Fonseca-Wollheim 

“…the present perches on the cusp between nonexistent pasts and futures…So we’d better enjoy 
the present while it lasts.” 
 Barb Lachenbruch, HCN 

Lady Gaga: 
re: Tony Bennett’s 95th concert: “Things can change … and you can still be magnificent.” 
“…when you are making art to please people or seek praise, this is not sustainable. …Why 
should I follow a North star that keeps moving? …Because of freedom of speech, people can 
write whatever they want, even if it's lies…” 

“Islam is the religion that does not die when its followers die or get killed and it does not come to 
a stop when they get captured or imprisoned. 
 At the same moment where you are shackling my hands and intend to bury me alive, you are at 
the same time unleashing the hands of hundreds of Muslim youth, and you are removing the dust 
of their minds.” 
 Bin Laden adviser Sulaiman Abu Ghaith 

“I don’t just come from Haiti or Quebec; I also come from the books in my library.” 
 Dany Laferriere 

"Be yourself and bear the difference. It has to do with having sufficient confidence in yourself and 
giving 
confidence in others so that you can actually afford to be different and be proud of it. … 
Whenever the going gets tough, the women are called in to sort out the mess." 
 Christine Lagarde 

"…sustainable business is the engine for systemic change…Sustainable business creates 
underlying value and economic integrity….in line with the reality we are facing of limited 
resources and a global population surge…sustainable business is not only about injecting the 
concept of the public commons back into the marketplace…critical to our economic survival and 
social fabric. It's also just plain common sense." 
 Ally La Tourelle 

Lady Gaga: Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta  

Born This Way Foundation 
"That cynicism is exactly what we're trying to change." to Kristof 
"I want to do everything I can to become an expert in social justice and hope I can make a 
difference and mobilize young people to change the world.” 
via Rachel Syme: ‘…what most people want, when yhey dream of fame, is not necessarily wealth 
or power but limitlessness; the ability to change… 
in a fractured world to try to free yourself from old boundaries…’ 

“…it’s okay to not be okay…” 
Oprah interview: 
 “Sometimes when life gives you a million reasons to not want to stay, you need just one person 
that looks at you, listens to you, helps you get help and validates how you feel.” 
…it was in creating Gaga, that I was able to create a superhero for myself… 



 the world is watching. And I have something important to say. And I want to change people's 
lives. And now my mission is different. And I have a responsibility to this whole world.  
 ‘There's a discipline for passion. And it's not about how many times you get rejected or you fall 
down you've been beaten up. It's how many times you stand up and are brave and you keep on 
going.’ I just love that. ‘There's a discipline for passion.’ 
 I struggle with mental health issues. And I struggle also with chronic pain. Some call it 
fibromyalgia. Or neuropathic pain.  
…radical acceptance… 
These people that come to my shows, I don't want to just take your money and sing for you. I 
want to help change your life. 
Wise is when you are both rational and emotional at the same time, and those two things meet 
and you become  wise.  
I had to tell people. Because I can't live a lie. I'm an authentic person. And here I am. And I'm—
I'm perfectly imperfect.  
You cannot problem solve if you're lying to yourself. 
when you have chronic pain, it's extra lonely. Because it's just you that has it. And you can't make 
someone else feel it. You feel completely alone. 
All the time I actively work on myself. I have to. If I don't, I will sit and I will be in pain all day.   
I think I have a few superpowers. I just haven't used 'em all yet. 
we want to create a kinder and braver world.  
. ..CBD oil on my body … 
the earth is a slowly rotting apple on the kitchen counter.  

Kindle book on her quotations: 
end Lady Gaga 

“Socrates said that there is only one good - knowledge - and one evil - ignorance….ignorance 
does not absolve us of culpability for the evil we perpetrate on others…innocence is actually the 
only face of evil…our only moral obligation is to discover the ways that our ignorant acts harm 
others. ‘The unexamined life is not worth living’.” 
 Joanne LaFleur in SL Trib op-ed 

“Bias is deeply personal, but it is also universal.” 
 Calvin K Lai 

"Heist" boldly reveals the crumbling structure of the U.S. economy - the result of four decades of 
deregulation, massive job outsourcing, and tax policies favoring mega-corporations and wealthy 
elites. 
 Tony Laidig 

Lakoff, George: 
“A dark cloud of authoritarianism looms over the nation. Radical conservatives have taken over 
the reins of government and have been controlling the terms of the political debate for many 
years….voters don’t vote their self-interest, they vote their values,”  
paraphrasing Lakoff: Clinton’s message was more detailed and fact-based, but also much more 
diffuse. Heavy on Enlightenment, short on metaphor.  

"Unless you frame yourself, 
others will frame you.” 
“…there is a prejudice against shrill women.” 
“…most thought is unconscious…people really think in terms of frames, metaphors, images, 
narratives, and emotion.  

Elephant revised : 
“Reframing is … about honesty and integrity. It is the opposite of spin and manipulation… 
…two different views of the nation…two different models of the family: a strict father family and a 
nurturant parent family… 



The strict father model…: The world is a dangerous place, and it will always be, because there is 
evil out there… 
the same discipline you need to be moral is what allows you to prosper… 
Two powerful words: permission slip:. What Bush did was evoke the adult-child metaphor for 
other nations… 
…general conservative values: God above man; man above nature; adults above children; 
Western culture above non-Western culture; our country above other countries…men above 
women, Christians above non-Christians, whites above non-whites, straights above gays.” 
…nurturant parent model: Both parents are equally responsible for raising the children. The 
assumption is that children are born good and can be made better. The world can be made a 
better place. end Part 1 

 George Lakoff and Elisabeth Wehling, Truthout: "Markets are not provided by nature. 
They are constructed - by laws, rules and institutions. All of these have moral bases of one sort or 
another. Hence, all markets are moral, according to someone's sense of morality. The only 
question is, whose morality? In contemporary America, it is conservative versus progressive 
morality that governs forms of economic policy. The systems of morality behind economic policies 
need to be discussed.” 

“When it comes to politics, progressives and conservatives essentially have different brains. The 
unconscious beliefs conditioned in their brains are nearly exact opposites.” 
“Whoever controls the stage has the advantage.” 
“the key is to direct a ‘stream’ of pro-active, accurate messaging at the targeted audience…
reframe to undermine the opposition’s frame, and repeat. #ProtectTheTruth.” 
end Lakoff 

“to be an immigrant is to have crossed a threshold, to see the world from two vantage points at 
once, to perceive it in shades of gray rather than in black and white.” 
Trying to stop [migration] through the building of walls strikes me as both ineffective and unnatural 
— like trying to stop a river from flowing.” 
“…there is nothing more American than forgetting the past. It is through the obliteration of 
memory, an obliteration perpetrated with great deliberateness by the state, that American identity 
is fashioned.” 

 Laila Lalami 

from Dalai Lama  Beyond Religion, 2011: 
"…the source of our problems lies at the level of the individual. If people lack moral values and 
integrity, no system of laws and regulations will be adequate. So long as people give priority to 
material values, then injustice, corruption, inequity, intolerance, and greed – all the outward 
manifestations of neglect of inner values – will persist… 
religion alone is no longer adequate as a basis for ethics…we need today an approach to ethics 
which makes no recourse to religion … a secular ethics… 
although humans can manage without religion, they cannot manage without inner values… 
I consider compassion to be the core principle on which an entire ethical approach can be built. It 
is from a compassionate concern for the welfare of others that all our ethical values and principles 
arise, including that of justice. 
…ethical awareness…does not arise magically, but comes from the use of reason…. 
we must weigh the pros and cons of the various paths open to us and then let ourselves be 
guided by a sense of responsibility. This…is what it means to be wise. 
Our shared problems do not fall from the sky…they are products of human action and human 
error. If human action can create these problems…then surely we humans must have the 
capacity as well as the responsibility to find their solution. 
Apathy is itself…a form of selfishness. 
When greed is seen as acceptable, even praiseworthy, there is clearly something wrong with our 
collective value system. 
…capitalism is clearly inadequate as any kind of social ideal, since it is only motivated by profit, 
without any ethical principle guiding it. 



we need to adopt an approach to economic justice which respects the dynamism of capitalism 
while combining it with a concern for the less fortunate. 
Ethics…is about doing. 
…society itself is nothing but a collection of individuals…it follows that if we want to change 
society, it is up to each one of us to make our contribution… 
 Dalai Lama 

"…the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party are missing a part of the brain, the part that 
contains common sense." 

Dalai Lama to Pres. Obama 

The Dalai Lama, when asked what surprised him most about humanity, he said: “Man. 
Because he sacrifices his health in order to make money. 
Then he sacrifices money to recuperate his health. 
And then he is so anxious about the future that he does not enjoy the present; 
the result being that he does not live in the present or the future; 
he lives as if he is never going to die, and then dies having never really lived.” 

"Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them, humanity cannot survive." 

“If eventually most of the leaders of different nations are female, maybe we’ll be safer.” 

“Where ignorance is our master, there is no possiility of real peace.” 
“I defeat my enemies when I make them my friends.” 

“I belong to the Marxist camp, because unlike capitalism, Marxism is more ethical.” 

"When you talk, you are only repeating what you already know.  
But if you listen, you may learn something new." 

Dalai Lama XIV 

end Dalai Lama 

Lamarr, Hedi: 
“Any girl can be glamorous. All you have to do is stand still and look stupid… 
the brains of people are more interesting than the looks… 
I was like a doll. I was like a thing, some object of art which had to be guarded - and imprisoned - 
having no mind, no life of its own.” 
 Hedy Lamarr 

Anyway  by Hedi Lamarr - at very end of Bombshell-The Hedi Lamarr Story film: 

People are unreasonable, illogical, and self-centered. 
Love them anyway. 
If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish alternative motives. 
Do good anyway. 
The biggest people with the biggest ideas can be shot down 
 by the smallest people with the smallest minds. 
Think big anyway. 
What you spend your years building may be destroyed overnight. 
Build anyway. 
Give the world the best you have and you’ll be kicked into the teeth. 
Give the world the best you have anyway. 

Lamming, George: 
via Clay Risen NYT obit: 



‘could a former colonial subjects, let alone an entire society, craft and identity independent of its 
colonizer.’ 
“The double consciousness must be seen as a strategy, and not as a prison. He’s in my 
consciousness as I am in his. And I have the power to place meanings on him that is no less than 
his placing meanings on me.” 

Anne Lamott: “If people wanted you to write warmly about them, they should have behaved 
better.”  

“If we want everything to remain as it is, everything must change.” 
“We are from a world that no longer exists. If I do not write that world, write it down, what will 
become of it.” 

 Giuseppe di Lampedusa in The Leopard 

Jobs and Edwin Land: 
“I always thought of myself as a humanities person as a kid, but I liked electronics. Then I read 
something that one of my heroes, Edwin Land of Polaroid, said about the importance of people 
who could stand at the intersection of humanities and sciences, and I decided that’s what I 
wanted to do.” 

“Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so most people don’t recognize them.” 
 Ann Landers 

“Presidential words and deeds shape the quality and character of the citizenry…a president bears 
a large share of responsibility for the public’s civic education. A democratic leader is one who 
takes the public to school. 
Adulthood closed the mind and hardens the arteries. 
Visions may excite, but they do not teach. 
The president should also be the prime enemy of wishful thinking. 
There remains a strong demand for the president to take the people to school. 
…the ConstitutionShoot high and aim to solve big problems.  
 did not adequately provide for the cultivation of an active and competent citizenry.” 
 Marc Landy and Sidney Milkis in Presidential Greatness, 2000 

“…democracy [is] the system best able peacefully and constructively to channel the dangerous 
instincts of a fallible species.” 
 Charles Lane on Arthur M Schlesinger Jr.  

"…psychiatrists today…have a limited historical understanding of their field and of the emotions 
and behaviors they blithely pathologize. Their knowledge seems to extend back only five to ten 
years, and the profession's capacity for amnesis is troubling." 
 Christopher Lane 

Langer, Robert: (Moderna co-founder) 
“Shoot high and aim to solve big problems.”  

Jaron Lanier: 
“Creativity as an alternative to death… 
If two people wish to communicate , the only way that can happen is if it’s financed by a third 
person who wishes to manipulate them…” 
“[Facebook will] …just create a more paranoid society with a fakey-fakey social life—much like 
what happened in Communist countries, where people had a fake social life that the Stasi could 
see, and then this underground life.”  



“If you listen first, and write later, then whatever you write will have had time to filter through your 
brain, and you’ll be in what you say. This is what makes you exist. If you are only a reflector of 
information, are you really there?”  
“The trifecta for me was eating chocolate, listening to Bach, and staring at Bosch,”  
from NYer profile by Kahn, 2011: For their first official date, Peck insisted that they visit a 
laundromat. They stayed for hours, washing load after load while Lanier serenaded her with a 
Japanese bamboo flute.  
through M Dowd: “…cultures or politics that get too fancy and too full of themselves…too inbred 
to be robust…So this very crude thing comes in…” 

“In a world where facts no longer matter, the biggest liar wins.” 
 John Lansing, BDG.gov at Stewart 2017 conf, referring (?) to Putin 

“He who knows others is wise; 
He who knows himself is enlightened.” 
 “A leader is best when people barely know he exists.” 
 “He who conquers others has force; he who conquers himself has strength.” 
 Lao Tzu 

"…since the days of the ancient Romans it has been on their way to war that men have found the 
road to wealth." 
 Lewis H Lapham in Harper's, Sept. 06  
"…nobody with a sense of humor ever founded a religion." 
 Lewis H Lapham on Mark Twain and Robert Green Ingersoll 

“It’s not the end of the world - it’s the end of a world.” 
 Marie La Pen 

"… nature is simple only in its causes, and its economy consists in producing a great number of 
phenomena, often very complicated, by means of a small number of general laws." 
 Pierre Laplace 

"Dec. 12…the day that hope died.” 
“When you share lies, you’re a liar.” 

Matthew LaPlante 

LaPierre, Wayne NRA: 
"To tell the truth, I'd like to run an ice cream parlor in Maine." 
"What people all over the country fear today is being abandoned by their government. If a tornado 
hits, if a hurricane hits, if a riot occurs, that they're going to be out there alone, and the only way 
they will protect themselves, in the cold, in the dark, when they are vulnerable, is with a firearm." 
There are some laws, however, he supports, such as the ban on gun sales to, or possession by 
convicted felons or those adjudicated as incompetent or mentally ill. 

“Our society is populated by an unknown number of genuine monsters.” W LaPierre 

“It’s up to us to speak up against the three most dangerous voices in America: academic elites, 
political elites, and media elites…America’s greatest domestic threats.”
end La Pierre 

“[Laqueur] once observed that only pessimists survived the Holocaust…Optimists believed that 
either Hitler could be controlled or that common sense and decency would somehow eventually 
prevail.” 
 Walter Laqueur via Bruce Hoffman 

“…the importance of elsewhere…” 
 Philip Larkin (see Appiah) 

http://bdg.gov


Larkin, Ralph: 
“Can you think of more than four or five female mass shooters? There aren’t any. Shooters are 
marginal males who feel they have been wronged by society, and so they pick up a gun. There is 
always a sense of violated entitlement, and I don’t care whether it’s school shootings or racist 
shootings…. We’re talking about toxic masculinity here.” 

“How can we enhance the human dimensions that really bind us together, as opposed to the 
religions or the nationalities that separate us?” 
 Gerald Larue 

“We demand too much of life, too little of ourselves.” 
 Christopher Lasch 

"…the most powerful and collective feeling of people in the Occupy movement…is a feeling of 
gloom and doom…they're looking toward a black hole future." 
 Kalle Lasn of Adbusters 

“I didn’t cross the border. The border crossed me.” 
 Las Tigres lyrics 

Latour, Bruno: 
“…“facts remain robust only when they are supported by a common culture, by institutions that 
can be trusted, by a more or less decent public life, by more or less reliable media.” 
“…the modern person is someone who believes that others believe.” 

“Let’s celebrate the experience of a pandemic….[it] made us realize to what extent the distinct 
individual was an illusion…a new global awareness triggered by lockdowns might help to unite us 
in facing the even more demanding threat of climate change.” 
“…all living forms are locked down for good inside the limits of the earth… 
It weighs on you, body and soul. To survive under these new conditions we have to undergo a 
sort of metamorphosis.  
This is where politics enters. It is very difficult for most people used to the industrialised way of 
life, with its dream of infinite space and its insistence on emancipation and relentless growth and 
development, to suddenly sense that it is instead enveloped, confined, tucked inside a closed 
space where their concerns have to  
be shared with new entities: other people of course, but also viruses, soils, coal, oil, water, and, 
worst of all, this damned, constantly shifting climate.  
…the pandemic is … the perfect warning for what is coming, what I call the new climatic regime. 
It appears that all the resources of science, humanities and the arts will have to be mobilised 
once again to shift attention to our shared terrestrial condition.”  
 Bruno Latour 

After Lockdown: A Metamorphosis 
“…he can only ease his anxieties by resting his eyes on the moon: for its circling, for its phases, 
at least, he in no way feels responsible; it’s the last spectacle he has left. If its brightness moves 
you so much, that’s because, well, you know you’re innocent of its movement. As you once were 
when you looked at the fields, lakes, trees, rivers and mountains, the scenery, without giving a 
thought to the effect your every move might have, however slight. Before. Not that long ago. 

I still remember how, before, I could move around innocently taking my body with me. Now I feel 
like I have to make an effort and haul along at my back a long trail of CO2 that won’t let me buy a 



plane ticket and take off, and that now hampers my every movement, to the point where I hardly 
dare tap at my keyboard for fear of causing ice to melt somewhere far away.” 
end Latour 

"I equate happiness with contentment, and contentment with complacency, and complacency with 
impending disaster… 
"[the H.M.S. Beagel is }…a pleasantly unprepossessing ship, given the weight of the ideas it was 
carrying." 
"One must be humble in the face of facts… 
Pain is of your own making…it is an event you deal with as best you can." 
 Hugh Laurie, Dr. House 

“...it’s a commonly held belief that people who leave the church have succumbed to the 
deceptions of the devil but still know, deep down, that the church is true.” 
 Stephanie Lauritzen, City Weekly 10-2-2014 

"You could write the history of science in the last 50 years in terms of papers rejected by Science 
or Nature." 
 Paul Lauterbur, Nobel Prize, 2003;  
   seminal 1973 MRI paper rejected by Nature. 

 Bettye LaVette: 
 “There’s a gene in us that keeps us from feeling entitled and that’s the systemic racism. We’re on 
autopilot now. We don’t even have to be whipped. We know what to do.” 
“I wasn’t for marching and singing and praying and crying. Now, I’m old. I want to march and sing 
and pray and cry.” 
“I thought we were further along than we apparently are. We all thought that until this 
administration got in.” 

Talia Lavin 
”Let us hold it to the light - this wet, rotting, malodorous thing - and let it dry up and crumble into 
dust and be gone.” 
 Talia Lavin on Culture Warlords in NYT review. 

from Culture Warlords book: 
“They’re not monsters. They’re people. Just people…who have chosen to hate, to base the 
meaning of their lives on hate, to cultivate their hate with tender, daily attention… 
Totenkopf 
no amount of such rhetoric is acceptable in the country’ discourse, just as there is no acceptable 
amount of poisonous gas to let seep into a room… 
Hatred makes me itch inside…It doesn’t come naturally to me, although anger does… 
I learned what I cannot forgive… 

Lawrence, D H: 
“Knowledge has killed the sun, making it a ball of gas with spots . . . The  world  of  reason and  
science. . this is the dry and sterile world the abstracted mind inhabits.” D. H. Lawrence 

”Better they do it imperfectly with their own hands than you do it perfectly with your own, for it is 
their war and their country, and your time here is limited." 
 T. E. Lawrence  Seven Pillars of Wisdom  

…when you have unshackled yourself from one bit of reality, letting go of the rest comes easily…
QAnon…is morphing into a conspiracy-industrial complex of reality denial… 
“Climate change is the latest helping of a grisly gruel of exploitation, colonialism, racism and 
slavery.” 
 Graham Lawton  New Sci. 



Daniel Lazare, 1999 The Frozen Republic: 

“… religious societies…first instinct is to retreat to some long-lost Eden… 
…the Constitution is out of date…it amounts to a terrible dictatorship by the past over the present. 
Madison waives law…null and void; p. 290 
“Law and logic are at odds, and since we can’t repeal logic, we’ll have to repeal the law. 
The Preamble…We the people … the right … to change anything in the Constitution… 
…Americans [must] emancipate themselves from dependence on a two-century-old legacy. 
The alternative to taking responsibility … is accepting the certainty of decline. 
The most fundamental freedom of all is the freedom of the democratic majority to alter the society 
around it as it sees fit, without any traditions or constitutional restraints to get in its way. This is 
the freedom on which all other freedoms depend. 
 Daniel Lazare 

"The fabric of our lives is woven in part from illusions and unexamined beliefs…illusions can be a 
sign of pathology, or they can make life worth living.” 
 R S Lazarus 

“We are as gods and we might as well get used to it.”  
 Edmund Leach 

“War is destruction...the misdirection of productive power from making what is useful to making 
what is useless.” 
 Stephen Leacock, 1920 

 "Gatekeepers are irrelevant where there are no fences." 
 Bill Leader, journalism, Ohio State U 

“Advice and consent has become harass and main.” 
 Sen. Patrick Leahy, VA 

In order to use your head you have to go out of your mind.” - Timothy Leary 
“Psychedelic drugs cause panic and temporary insanity in people who have not taken them.” 
“Just say know.” 
 Timothy Leary 

It is no longer a government of the people, by the people, and for the people, but a government of 
Wall Street, by Wall Street, and for Wall Street … Our laws are the output of a system which 
clothes rascals in robes and honesty in rags." 
 Mary Ellen Lease, 1890, via Zinn, p. 288 

“Our mandate is clear: to lead Utah to a whole new level of performance… 
…the strategic plan…is about change and improvement. …It’s about expanding the way we 
think.” 
 Mike Leavitt, Inaugural Address, Jan. 4, 1993 

“The real promise of technology …will be realized in freeing people to do what people do best, 
and what only people can do…” 
 Leavitt State of State Jan 16, 1995 

“Threats don’t work on me; they motivate me.” 
 Benjamin Lebel in Blood of the Vine series 

“In order to get to the source, one has to swim against the current. 
…Those who have decided to swim against the current should not expect it to change direction.” 
 Stanislav J Lec 



Le Carre,John: 
“I cannot stand idleness. I cannot stand not writing.”  
“… hypocrisy is the national sport.”  

"How Bush and his junta succeeded in deflecting America's anger from bin Laden to Saddam 
Hussein is one of the great public relations conjuring tricks  of history." 

Smiley in 1990, one year after the Wall came down…:Smiley in 1990, one year after the Wall 
came down…: “One day, history may tell us who really won. If a democratic Russia emerges – 
why, then Russia will have been the winner. And if the West chokes on its own materialism, then 
the West may still turn out to be the loser.” 

I am no more responsible for them [the characters in my novels] than I am responsible for the 
people in my dreams.” 

“I have no real leisure activity. I am dismayed when I’m not writing, completely content when I 
am.”  

“I’m horrified at the notion of autobiography, because I’m already constructing the lies I’m going to 
tell.” 
“I have a great distrust of lawyers.” 
‘nothing is ever only what it seems’ via Philippe Sands in NYT oped  

In Time Jan. 12, 04, pp. 65-67. regarding 
John LeCarre's novel Absolute Friends  
“...le Carre’s heroes are all haunted by ... an awareness of the hypocrisy of doing bad things for 
the greater good.” by Tom Hiddleston 

from The Pigeon Tunnel stories autobio?: 
“…what is truth, and what is memory to a creative writer in what we may delicately call the 
evening of his life?…to the creative writer, fact is raw material,..his instrument, and his job is to 
make it sing. Real truth lies…not in facts, but in nuance… 
memory remains..elusive..for me, after a lifetime of blending experience with imagination… 
the fictional characters I took along with me… 
And I love writing. I love doing what I’m doing at this moment, scribbling away like a man in hiding 
at a pokey desk on a black-clouded early morning in May, with the mountain rain scuttling down 
the window and no excuse for tramping down to the railway station under an umbrella because 
the International New York Times doesn’t arrive till lunchtime… 
The lapsed graphic artist in me actually enjoys drawing the words… 
history suggests that our sins are eventually forgotten… 
Spying and novel writing are made for each other. Both call for a rteady eye for human 
transgression and the many routes to betrayal… 
Spying did not introduce me to secrecy.  Evasion and deception were the necessary weapons of 
my childhood. In adolescence we are all spies of a sort… 
 more to come… 
from Economist obit: 
‘…spies were not priests or saints, but “a squalid procession of vain fools…sadists and 
drunkards, people who play cowboys and Indians to brighten therir rotten lives”. In the cold war 
Western agents aping Soviet ones, walked on the thinnest of moral ice. If often broke.’ 
’Writers and spies shared the same “corrosive eye”, as Graham Greene put it: that wish to 
penetrate the surface to the centre and truth of things.’ 
from Pigeon Tunnel: 
“My writing desk in Cornwall is built into the attic of a granite barn built on a cliff edge. Looking 
ahead of me on a sunny July morning, I see only the Atlantic painted a ridiculously perfect 
Mediterranean blue….lives a family of barn owls. 



…in midlife I was getting fat and lazy and living off a fund of past experience that was running out. 
It was time to take on unfamiliar worlds. A dictum of Graham Greene’s was ringing somewhere in 
my ear: something to the effect that if you were reporting on human pain, you had a duty to share 
it… 
Yvette has become the subject of many wild tales, some apocryphal but many, despite their 
improbability, true. My favourite, which I heard from her own mouth–not always 
a guarantee of veracity… 
…since that night I have cherished the irresponsible belief that opium is one of those proscribed 
drugs with a dire reputation that, smoked by sensible people in sensible proportions, does you 
nothing but good. You stretch out on the rush mat, you feel apprehensive and a bit of a fool… 
…the stories he’s made up out of thin air for his French-based news agency are streets better 
than anything that’s strictly what you’d call fact-based.  
The Soviet knight is dying inside his armour. 
criminalized capitalism… 
‘I’m a Russian nigger,’ he insists, yanking furiously at his Asian nose and ears. ‘I can be arrested 
in the Moscow streets any time, just for having these!’ [Inguish] 
…works of imagination that owed only a nod to the reality that had spawned them. 
…Panama to research a novel. Unusually, it already had a title: The Night Manager. I was looking 
for the sort of crooks, smooth talkers and dirty deals that would brighten the life of an amoral 
English arms seller named Richard Onslow Roper. Roper would be a high-flyer … 

When I write a note my memory stores the thought. When I take a photograph, the camera steals 
my job… 
Richard Burton needs me… 
Movie-making is the enforced bonding of irreconcilable opposites… 
Today, I have no god but landscape, and no expectation of death but extinction.” 

via O’Toole: 
Smiley: “‘So was it all for England, then?’ he resumed. ‘There was a time, of course there was. 
But whose England? Which England? England all alone, a citizen of nowhere? I’m a European ... 
If I had a mission – if I was ever aware of one beyond our business with the enemy, it was to 
Europe.’”  

via former pupil Ferdinand Mount: his manner of dealing with upper-class yobs in his classroom: 
“He delivers merciless and exact parodies of their arrogant, languid voices.”  

I had been brought up to hate Nazism ... All of a sudden to find that we had turned on a sixpence 
and the great new enemy was to be the Soviet Union was very perplexing.”  

end Le Carre 

“For every dollar saved by reducing energy, there’s an additional $6 to $8 in operational 
savings…While some see carbon regulation as a stick, we view it as a great big carrot.” 
 Rich Lechner, IBM VP Energy and Environment 

“It’s our wits versus their genes.” on infection, epidemics 
 Joshua Lederberg 

“The best discoveries always seem to be made in the small hours of the morning, when most 
people are asleep, where there are no disturbances and the mind becomes most contemplative… 
You apply some statistical tests and look for errors, but no matter what you do, the spike’s still 
there. It’s real. You’ve found something. There’s just no feeling like it in the world.” 
 Leon Lederman 

"There go the people. I must follow them, for I am their leader." 
Alexandre Augusts Ledru-Rollin 

Bandy X Lee: 



“…all forms of violence are interconnected. A violent society will have violent structures, and 
violent structures will produce violent individuals. A U.S. president sits atop all of this…His 
attraction to and endorsement of violence will legitimize violence for all who are predisposed, 
creating a far-reaching cultural change.” 
…violence rates are a barometer or indicator of a society’s mental health…” 
…duty to warn… 
from The Dangerous Case book: 
“In Donald Trump…we have…three circles: …extreme present hedonism; …narcissism; and …
bullying behavior….overlap…to create an impulsive, immature, incompetent person who, when in 
the position of ultimate power, easily slides into the role of tyrant…” 
He has persuaded millions …to support, believe, and even adore him by exerting control in four 
overlapping areasd: Behavior, Information, Thopught, and Emotion (BITE).” 
…cult leaders are often motivated by three things: power, money, and sex - in that order.” 
  
Lee, Hai Bang: 
“Today is your youngest day…” 

Lee, Katie: 
from Wrenched 2020 bk interview: 
“Music is a great carrier of messages. You sing a lyric to someone and it'll reach down and grab 
places that do not ever get touched by a conversation or by words.” 

“The only thing that doesn’t obey majority rule is your conscience.” 
 Atticus in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird 

Lee, Jonathan: 
“…in America the past continues to erupt into the present and remains key to understanding it.” 
Novalis is credited with saying, “Novels arise out of the shortcomings of history.”  

“survival is the prerequisite to making a difference.” 
 Kai-Fu Lee, former head Google China 

Martin A Lee and Bruce Schlain: Acid Dreams, 1985, 1992: 
“Medieval chronicles tell of villages and towns where nearly everyone went mad for a few days 
after ergot-diseased rye was unknowingly milled into flour and baked as bread.... 
 see p. 13 re: St. Anthony’s Fire 
Thorazine was found to mollify an LSD reaction and subsequently became a standard drug for 
controlling patients in mental asylums and prisons...footnote on p. 21.... 
LSD would be employed to provoke a reality shift... 
A CIA document notes that administering LSD ‘ to high officials would be a relatively simple 
matter and could have a significant effect at key meetings, speeches, etc.’... 
quoting Alfred M (Captain) Hubbard: 
“Most people are walking in their sleep. Turn them around, start them in the opposite direction 
and they wouldn’t even know the difference. [give them a good dose of LSD] and let them see 
themselves for what they are.” 
In 1952 [Osmond] shocked the medical world by drawing attention to the structural similarity 
between the mescaline and adrenaline molecules, implying that schizophrenia might be a form of 
self-intoxication caused by the body mistakenly producing its own hallucinogenic compounds.” p. 
45 
Osmond and Hubbard came up with the idea that LSD could be used to transform the belief 
systems of world leaders and thereby further the cause of world peace.... 
a wholesale revamping of value systems, religious and philosophical beliefs, and basic lifestyle.... 
Dr. Oscar Janiger (the first person in the US to conduct a clinical investigation of DMT, or 
dimethyltryptamine, an extremely powerful, short-acting psychedelic) noted that many of his 
patients reported vivid aesthetic perceptions frequently leading to a greater appreciation of the 
arts...a single acid trip was equal to ‘four years in art school’. 



quoting Huxley: “To go beyond the insulated self is such a liberation...the drug-induced 
experience has been regarded by primitives and even by the highly civilized as intrinsically 
divine.” 
Certain scholars believe that the fabled Soma  of the ancient Vedic religion in northern India was 
actually the fly agaric mushroom, and there is strong evidence that ergot, from which LSD is 
derived, was the mysterious kykeon used for other two thousand years by the ancient Greeks in 
the annual Eleusinian Mysteries. p. 66 and extensive footnote. 
Huxley felt the best way to bring about vast changes in society was to offer the experience to the 
talented, the well-born, the intelligent rich, and others in positions of influence. 
Ginsburg’s vision of a historic movement that would transform human consciousness. 
Owsley Scully recalled: ‘We believed that we were the architects of social change, that our 
mission was to change the world substantially...’ 
During an acid trip was is in a state of extreme susceptibility to an infinite variety of stimuli, 
including pressures from the immediate environment as well as more subtle influences stemming 
from the overall cultural matrix... 
...a pharmacological key to world peace... 
The Wobblies’ slogan a half-century earlier, ‘Forming the new society within the shell of the old’... 
...acid catalyzes whatever forces are already active in a given social milieu and brings forth those 
that are latent... 
“...if you could put it [LSD] into the water system, everybody would wake up and we would be able 
to realize the changes we were dreaming in terms of societal structures. People wouldn’t be able 
to tolerate things as they were any longer.” 
 Julian Beck 
...Nick Sand ... had papers containing formulas for over a hundred psychedelic compounds 
unknown to the general public...[including] ALD-52... 
John Lennon: ‘We must always remember to thank the CIA and the army for LSD...They invented 
LSD to control people and what they did was give us freedom.’ 
McCartney: If the leaders of the world’s nations were to take LSD even once, they would be ready 
to banish war, poverty and famine.” 
end of Acid Dreams quotes 

Martin A Lee: Smoke Signals, 2012: 
pp. 15-18 New World Hemp, see pdf scan to Tonio. 
from the Shafer Commission report (p. 121 of Smoke …): 
“Why has the use of marijuana rerached problem status in the public mind?…Many see the drug 
as fostering a counterculture which conflicts with basic moral precepts as well as with the 
operating functions of our society. Cannabis had become more than a drug. It had become a 
symbol of the rejection of cherished values.” 
p. 181-6, Goingt Dutch, see pdf scan to Tonio. 
quoting Ethan Russo, p. 212: 
“…clinical endocannabanoid deficiency underlies migraines, fibromyalgia, irritable bowel disease, 
and a cluster of other degenerative conditions, which may respond favorably to cannabinoid 
therapies.” 
P. 212-213: 
clinical depression…bone density… 
p. 237, Dennis Peron: 
“the biggest part of healing is not being alone.” 
p. 295, Doug Gamble: 
“Bush’s shallow intellect perfectly reflects an increasingly dumbed-down America … To many 
Americans, Bush is ‘just like us’, a Fox-TV president for a Fox-TV society.” 
p. 340, Lee: 
“…grpwing old…the inability of the aging organism to protect itself against free-radical-induced 
inflammation and oxidative stress…THC and other cannabinoid compounds are potent 
antioxidants…” 
p. 344: 
“Israeli and Spanish scientists were the first to link the onset of Alzheimer’s to the brain’s failure to 
produce enough of its own neuroprotective endocannabinoids….THC inhibits the enzyme 
responsible for the accumulation of amyloid plaque…” 



pp. 370-1 alcohol, addiction, withdrawal—see copy sent to Tonio. 
p.392: 
“Twenty-first century children are under an assault from an unprecedented array of debilitating 
stressors, including…The cumulative effect can be seen in ……Kids haven’t been faring very well 
in America…. 
Marijuana prohibition is symptomatic of a deep cultural pathology….There is no moral justification 
for a policy that criminalizes people for trying to relieve their suffering.” 
Postscript, p. 401, via Jessica Corry: 
“…the long-forgotten American ideal that in the absence of harm to others, government should 
not interfere in our personal lives.” 
Lee, p. 403: 
“America … a political landscape so illogical as to be perverse, a world where facts and votes 
don’t count and common sense is ignored, a world so full of paradox and doublespeak that you 
might need to smoke…[marijuana]…just to wrap your mind around it all.” 
end Martin Lee 

Lee, Ming-che: 
I can breathe in the fresh air of freedom  

Denial ... has become institutionalized.” 
 Jeremy Leggett 

Le Guin: 

“[Trump] is entirely a creature of the media. He is a media golem. If you take the camera and mic 
off him, if you take your attention off him, nothing is left…” 
“If you cannot or will not imagine the results of your actions, there’s no way you can act morally or 
responsibly.” 
“I must find the right name or I cannot get on with the story. I cannot write the story if the name is 
wrong.” 
"We live in capitalism. Its power seems inescapable. So did the divine right of kings. Any human 
power can be resisted and changed by human beings.” 
“Entertaining them is all well and good… but does it make them think?” 
“We don’t know what we’re looking for when we pick up a book, no matter how clear-cut the 
genre. Don’t ever give people the thing they expect just because they expect it. Our job is to 
surprise them, to shake them — to turn their expectations on their heads. …that’s when the MRI 
of their brain lights up, and they begin to see.”  

“The place where the unbridled imagination worries me is when it becomes part of nonfiction — 
where you’re allowed to lie in a memoir. You’re encouraged to follow the “truth” instead of the 
facts. I’m not a curmudgeon, I’m just a scientist’s daughter. I really like facts. I have a huge 
respect for them. But there’s an indifference toward factuality that is encouraged in a lot of 
nonfiction. It worries me for instance when writers put living people into a novel, or even rather 
recently dead people. There’s a kind of insolence, a kind of colonialization of that person by the 
author. Is that right? Is that fair? And then, when we get these biographers where they are sort of 
making it up as they go along, I don’t want to read that. I find myself asking, what is it, a novel, a 
biography?” 
“When all you have is spare time, then you are free….Non-spare time is occupied time., the time 
of living. I have no time to spare. the power of the willful illusion    American Dream…Let age be 
age… 

“… a major gift … the capacity to face an open universe. Physically open, psychically open. No 
doors shut.” 
‘… progress is less important than presence.’ via Genly character 
“…ethical anarchy…” 
“You cannot buy the revolution. You cannot make the revolution. You can only be the revolution. It 
is in your spirit, or it is nowhere.” 



“My world, my Earth is a ruin. A planet spoiled by the human species. We multiplied and fought 
and gobbled until there was nothing left, and then we died. We controlled neither appetite nor 
violence; we did not adapt. We destroyed ourselves. But we destroyed the world first.” 

“You cannot buy the revolution. You cannot make the revolution. You can only be the revolution. It 
is in your spirit, or it is nowhere.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 
“Knowledge sets us free, art sets us free. A great library is freedom,” 
“We will not know our own injustice if we cannot imagine justice. We will not be free if we do not 
imagine freedom.” 

“Change is freedom, change is life. 

It's always easier not to think for oneself. Find a nice safe hierarchy and settle in. Don't make 
changes, don't risk disapproval, don't upset your syndics. It's always easiest to let yourself be 
governed. 

Those who build walls are their own prisoners. I'm going to go fulfil my proper function in the 
social organism. I'm going to go unbuild walls.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

“You can’t crush ideas by suppressing them. You can only crush them by ignoring them. By 
refusing to think, refusing to change.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

“We have nothing but our freedom. We have nothing to give you but your own freedom. We have 
no law but the single principle of mutual aid between individuals. We have no government but the 
single principle of free association. We have no states, no nations, no presidents, no premiers, no 
chiefs, no generals, no bosses, no bankers, no landlords, no wages, no charity, no police, no 
soldiers, no wars. Nor do we have much else. We are sharers, not owners. We are not 
prosperous. None of us is rich. None of us is powerful. If it is Anarres you want, if it is the future 
you seek, then I tell you that you must come to it with empty hands. You must come to it alone, 
and naked, as the child comes into the world, into his future, without any past, without any 
property, wholly dependent on other people for his life. You cannot take what you have not given, 
and you must give yourself. You cannot buy the Revolution. You cannot make the Revolution. You 
can only be the Revolution. It is in your spirit, or it is nowhere.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

“He tried to read an elementary economics text; it bored him past endurance, it was like listening 
to somebody interminably recounting a long and stupid dream. He could not force himself to 
understand how banks functioned and so forth, because all the operations of capitalism were as 
meaningless to him as the rites of a primitive religion, as barbaric, as elaborate, and as 
unnecessary. In a human sacrifice to deity there might be at least a mistaken and terrible beauty; 
in the rites of the moneychangers, where greed, laziness, and envy were assumed to move all 
men's acts, even the terrible became banal.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

“He was appalled by the examination system, when it was explained to him, he could not imagine 
a greater detterent to the natural wish to learn than this pattern of cramming in information and 
disgorging it on demand.”  
― Ursula K. Le Guin, The Dispossessed 

“A scientist can pretend that his work isn't himself, it's merely the impersonal truth. An artist can't 
hide behind the truth. He can't hide anywhere.” 

"…all the operations of capitalism were as meaningless to him as the rites of a primitive religion, 
as barbaric, as elaborate, and as unnecessary." 



 Ursula K Le Guin 

“... as a great scientist has said and as all children know, it is by the imagination, above all, that 
we achieve perception, and compassion, and hope.” 
 Ursula Le Guin, 1973 

Equilibrium is a central metaphor in Le Guin’s great works about adolescence, 
Take a metaphor far enough and it becomes a parable:  Julie Phillips, New Yorker 10-2016: 
 “Imagination, working at full strength, can shake us out of our fatal, adoring self-absorption and 
make us look up and see—with terror or with relief—that the world does not in fact belong to us at 
all.” 
“Of course all adolescents are out of balance, and very aware of it.” 

“Sometimes it just seems that the more women tell the truth, the less men want to hear it. ... We 
live in capitalism, its power seems inescapable - so did the divine right of kings.” (The Nation 
10-2016) 

“Great self-destruction follows upon unfounded fear.” 
 U Le Guin 
“I believe that all the best faculties of a mature human being exist in the child, and that if these 
faculties are encouraged in youth they will act well and wisely in the adult, but if they are 
repressed and denied in the child they will stunt and cripple the adult personality. And finally, I 
believe that one of the most deeply human, and humane, of these faculties is the power of 
imagination.” 

“As a writer, you want the language to be genuinely significant and mean exactly what it says. 
That’s why the language of politicians, which is empty of everything but rather brutal signals, is 
something a writer has to get as far away from as possible. If you believe that words are acts, as I 
do, then one must hold writers responsible for what their words do.” 

“We live in capitalism. Its power seems inescapable. So did the divine right of kings. Any human 
power can be resisted and changed by human beings.” 
“Words are events. They do things, change things. They transform both speaker and hearer.” 
“Imaginative fiction trains people to be aware that there are other ways to do things, other ways to 
be; that there is not just one civilization, and it is good, and it is the way we have to be… 
you cannot use the truth for your private profit, but only for the common good… 
I see my jobs as holding doors open, or opening windows. But who comes in and out the doors, 
what you see out the window, how do I know?’ 
‘We must be trained to imagine…Walls are stubborn, but so was Le Guin. She dreamed of taking 
them apart…”-Sarah Jones in Le Guin documentary review 
from documentary PBS 8-2-2019: 
imaginative fiction. 
EarthSea for youth. 
Knowing the true namers of things - it is magic…writing is magic - invention of places, characters. 
wizard - magic of names, words, writing. 
Character GED: yuour worst self is your evil presence. 
Ekumen tool, machine, … 
“My job is holding doors open or opening windows…challenge thinking”Dispossessed  from 
capitalism to anarchy 
flawed utopia 
‘crooked timber of humanity’ 
via Popova: “We will not know our own injustice if we cannot imagine justice. We will not be free if 
we do not imagine freedom. We cannot demand that anyone try to attain justice and freedom who 
has not had a chance to imagine them as attainable.” 

“All you have is what you are, and what you give,” Ursula K. Le Guin  

“I hear what I write.” 



“The sound of the language is where it all begins.” 
“Great self-destruction follows upon unfounded fear.” 
“Only in dark the light. Only in dying life.”  via Atwood. 

"The only thing that makes life possible is permanent, intolerable uncertainty; not knowing what 
comes next." 

via Popova: “Science describes accurately from outside, poetry describes accurately from inside. 
Science explicates, poetry implicates. Both celebrate what they describe.” 
end of Le Guin 

“…intellectual jihad.” 
 John Leguizamo in Latin History for Morons 

Legutko, Ryszard: 
“We are prisoners of certain intellectual patterns.”  

The Demon in Democracy: Totalitarian Temptations in Free Societies: 

quoting ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE, DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA:  ‘…multitude of men all equal 
and alike, incessantly endeavoring to procure the petty and paltry pleasures with which they glut 
their lives. . . . Above this race of men stands an immense and tutelary power, which takes upon 
itself alone to secure their gratifications, and to watch over their fate…it seeks on the contrary to 
keep them in perpetual childhood;…’ 

John O’Sullivan in Foreward: ‘…liberal democracy, as it has developed in recent decades, shares 
a number of alarming features with communism. Both are utopian and look forward to “an end of 
history” where their systems will prevail as a permanent status quo… 
liberal democracy is becoming an all-encompassing ideology that, behind a veil of tolerance, 
brooks little or no disagreement. .. 
understood by, say, Winston Churchill or FDR or John F. Kennedy or Ronald Reagan. That was 
essentially majoritarian democracy resting on constitutional liberal guarantees of free speech, 
free association, free media, and other liberties needed to ensure that debate was real and 
elections fair… 
Liberal-democracy, however, has policies and prohibitions built into its ideological structure. .. 
Liberal-democracy is the result. Paradoxically this is both less liberal and less democratic than 
liberal democracy.’ 

“…the modern man who was the inspiring force of the two political systems was a mediocrity, not 
by nature, but, so to speak, by design, and from the beginning was expected to be indifferent to 
great moral challenges and unaware of the danger of a moral fall… 
One had an impression that the country fell into the hands of the barbarians. 
the vulgarity of the communist system was precultural while that 
of liberal democracy is postcultural.  
It is therefore hardly surprising that just as “communism” (or “socialism”) was the favorite word of 
the communist man, “democracy” has been such a word for the liberal-democratic man.  
To a mediocre man, an organic assimilation with the system was the easiest way to develop a 
conviction of being exceptional… 
We can imagine a literature that will 
speak increasingly about nothing, and a diversity rhetoric even more raucous and more masking 
of the expanding uniformity… 
a final confirmation that his mediocrity is inveterate.” 

“…new ideas are merely several old thoughts that occur at the exact same time.” 
 Jonah Lehrer on creativity 

 “…if any songs are going to come out of World War III, we’d better start writing them now.” 



“The audience usually has to be with you, I’m afraid. I always regarded myself as not even 
preaching to the converted; I was titillating the converted.” 
“I don’t want to satirize George Bush and his puppeteers, I want to vaporise them….and that’s not 
funny.” 
“Political satire became obsolete when Henry Kissinger wqs awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.” 
“Irreverance is easy, but what is hard is wit. Wit is what these comedians lack.” 
he hangs out around UC Santa Cruz, where he lives… 
some lyrics in pdf Lehrer Sydney 2003 
 Tom Lehrer 

Leiken: 
“In chapter 19, Don Quixote and his pragmatic squire descry, down a distant road below them, 
huge clusters approaching one another. The Don, always devising acts of chivalry from a bygone 
age, imagines that the nebulae are Christian and Muslim armies. Sancho Panza realizes that 
actually two herds of sheep are passing one another. The Man of La Mancha abjures such 
realism and slaughters several “Muslim” sheep before their shepherds knock his teeth out. The 
unbowed warrior insists that a sorcerer turned the armies to sheep to thwart his knightly errand.  
Cervantes was not only mocking dated, if popular, chivalric romances, but also the scholastics 
who insisted, despite the discoveries of Copernicus, Kepler and Galileo, that their obsolete view 
of the world remained intact. Our own mad knights similarly defend their ruinous missions and 
dream of new jousts against global "evildoers." Quixote damaged only himself, but today’s 
paladins jeopardize their country.” 
 Robert Leiken  see pdf  
“The method of strategic incoherence - ‘in the night all cats are black’.” 
 Robert Leiken 
“During the Vietnam War, … Arendt … noted that government spokesmen frequently had 
recourse to phrases like ‘monolithic communism’ and ‘a second Munich’. She inferred … that the 
officials suffered from an inability ‘to confront reality on its own terms because they had always 
some parallels in mind that ‘helped’ them to understand those terms.” 
 Robert Leiken 

Lem, Stanislaw:  
 from Solaris: ‘We have no need of other worlds. We need mirrors.’ 

1971 novel: The Futurological Congress: psychedelicatessen, …obliterine, …amnesol’. 
autobiohraphical novel: Highcastle 
’…if we understand the scale of the danger, we may be able to remedy it.’ Agniesza Gajewska on 
Lem. 

Lemkin, Raphael:  
“Why is the killing of a million a lesser crime than the killing of an individual?” genocide  
“"a line of blood led from the Roman arena through the gallows of France to the pogrom[s]…” 
"Sovereignty, I argued, cannot be conceived as the right to kill millions of innocent people.” 
“Only man has law…they want non-enforceable laws with loopholes in them so they can manage 
life like currency in the bank.” 
Crime of Barbarity see chap. 2, 13 in Power: A Problem from Hell. 

"…the Chinese are being consumed by anomie, a listless sense that life has little meaning." 
 Gerard Lemos, author of The End of the Chinese Dream, 2012 

 L’Engle, Madeline: 
”…the book enchants readers who might not entirely grasp its concepts with the delight in not 
knowing; the realization that even the most know-it-all kids do not, in fact, have all the answers 
and that certain questions are worth asking." 
 Pamela Paul on Madeline L’Engle 
“The villain is the darkness inside of you,” Ms. DuVernay on Wrinkle in Time film 



film: It’s OK to fear the answerrs, Meg. But you can’t avoid them…” 

"Explanations are not easy when they are about things for which your civilization still has no 
words.” 
“The only thing faster than light is darkness.” 
“A Wrinkle in Time is difficult for manny adults. Too many grownups tend to put themselves in 
rooms with the windows that won’t open and doors that are locked. They want to be cut off from 
any new ideas. You’re ready and open for new ideas and new things, and new places and new 
experiments.” 
 Madeline L'Engle, A Wrinkle in Time 

Lenin, Vladimir: 
“There are decades where nothing happens; and there are weeks where decades happen.”  
''To speak the truth is a petit-bourgeois habit. To lie, on the contrary, is often justified by the lie's 
aim. The whole world's capitalists and their governments, as they pant to win the Soviet market, 
will close their eyes to the above-mentioned reality and will thus transform themselves into men 
who are deaf, dumb and blind. They will give us credits . . . they will toil to prepare their own 
suicide.’' 
 Lenin, also ‘useful idiots’ 
“Find some truly hard people.” Lenin’s terror directive see pdf 

John Lennon  Imagine  lyrics: 

Imagine there's no heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Living for today (ah ah ah) 
Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion, too 
Imagine all the people 
Living life in peace 
You may say that I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 

“When you do something noble and beautiful and nobody noticed, do not be sad. For the sun 
every morning is a beautiful spectacle and yet most of the audience still sleeps.” 

I object to violence because when it appears to do good, the good is only temporary; the evil it 
does is permanent.  

end John Lennon 

Lennox, Annie: 

Requiem for A Private War by Annie Lennox. Lyrics: 
Why do these cold stars burn bright 
All these cold stars. 
Why do these cold stars burn bright 
All these cold stars. 



Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Nothing will stop me 

Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Nothing will stop me 

Still the world keeps spinning around you 
Heaven knows were drifting apart 
All the burning buildings surround you 
All the world is falling down 
All the world is falling down 

Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Nothing will stop me 

Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Nothing will stop me 

Underneath the shooting stars 
Fireworks tearing us apart 
Tiny sparks and broken parts 
Bruised and bleeding broken hearts 
Hopelessness turned to despair 
Shattered glass lies everywhere 
Flying from the deadly blast 
Armageddon's come at last 

Bring it on 
Bring it on 
Bring it on 
 Lennox Annie 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vhol0wg0-Wk  

“If God wanted us to vote, he would have given us candidates. 

"As you may have heard, the U.S. is putting together a constitution for 

Iraq. Why don't we just give them ours? Think about it -- it was 

written by very smart people, it's served us well for over two hundred 

years, and besides, we're not using it anymore."  
 Jay Leno  

Leo, John: 
“The culture has careened away from communal feeling to a view that we’re each just 250 million 
atoms bouncing around looking for advantage… 
popular culture…its debasement in the service of corporate greed.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vhol0wg0-Wk


“…Dickens will teach any writer how to plot and can turn a sentence into an incantation.” 
I love hypocrisy above all other minor vices … We swim in a sea of it.” 
 Donna Leon  

“When you can say in eight pages what most novelists have never been able to say at all, heavy 
breathing notwithstanding, you are a first-rate writer.” 
 John Leonard in NYT obit on Elizabeth Cullinan 

Leonhardt, David: 
“...the United States [has] lost its once-enormous global lead in middle class pay. ... The poor in 
Canada and much of western Europe earn more than the poor here.” 
“If you spend all your time collecting new information, you won’t leave enough time to make 
sense of it.” 
”…the economic version of the law of gravity is reasserting itself….the old consumer economy is 
gone, and it's not coming back." 
The second point Obama wanted to make was about sustainability. The current concerns about 
the state of 
the planet, he said, required something of a paradigm shift for economics. If we don’t make 
serious changes 
soon, probably in the next 10 or 15 years, we may find that it’s too late. 

"The president of the United States is lying again … First, it's important to remember just how 
often Trump lies. Virtually whenever he finds it more convenient to tell a falsehood than to tell a 
truth, he chooses the falsehood.” 

“Democracy isn’t possible without the rule of law — the idea that consistent  
principles, rather than a ruler’s whims, govern society.  
You can read Aristotle, Montesquieu, John Locke or the Declaration of Independence on this 
point. You can also look at decades of American history. Even amid bitter fights over what the law 
should say, both Democrats and Republicans have generally accepted the rule of law.  
President Trump does not. His rejection of it distinguishes him from any other modern American 
leader. … 
TRUTH, MONOPOLIZED. The consistent application of laws requires a consistent set of facts on 
which a society can agree. …La vérité, c’est moi.  
The rule of law depends on a society’s willingness to stand up for it when it’s under threat. This is 
our time of testing. “ 

“Symbols matter…[they] are a shortcut that help persuadable outsiders figure out where to line 
up.” 
 David Leonhardt 
“…after the 1970s. Stakeholder capitalism — which, Georgescu says, optimized the well‐being of 
customers, employees, shareholders and the nation — gave way to short‐term shareholder‐only 
capitalism. Profits have soared at the expense of worker pay.”  
end David Leonhardt 

“Examine each question in terms of what is ethically and esthetically right, as well as what is 
economically expedient. A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and 
beauty of the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.” 

“Too much safety yields only danger in the long run…. 
One of the penalties of an ecological education is that one lives alone in world of wounds.” 
[Leopold… was pessimistic about the chances of the conservation movement achieving its goals 
because] ‘no important change in ethics was ever accomplished without an internal change in our 
intellectual emphasis, loyalties, affection and convictions.’ 
 Aldo  Leopold 
  

Le Pen, Marine: 



“Migrants are like wind turbines,” France’s Marine Le Pen has remarked. “Everyone agrees to 
have them, but no one wants them in their back yard.”  

“Throughout the ages we have to rediscover that our community is not only made up of the highly 
motivated competing individuals … but that it includes fragile, vulnerable, suffering individuals 
who reveal to ourselves our own fragility, our own vulnerability. …This fundamental discovery is at 
the heart of our humanity.” 
 Xavier Le Pichon 

Lepore, Jill: 
“The smaller the gap between rich and poor, the more moderate our politicians; the greater the 
gap, the greater the disagreement between liberals and conservatives.” 
 “...a great, heaping mountain of exquisite knowledge surrounded by a vast moat of dreadful 
prose.” on academic writing. 
“ 
“History is the shadow cast by the dead. 
…the enemy here is other humans: the touch of other humans, the breath of other humans, and, 
very often—in the competition for diminishing resources—the mere existence of other humans.  
For Saramago, blindness isn’t a disease; blindness is the human condition.  

“The gospel of’disruptive innovation’ depends on the adnegation of history. ‘Move fast and break 
things’…Never look back…heedlessness…negligence…foolishness…blindness.” 
“Michael Walzer grimly announced that ‘the tribes have returned.’ They had never left. They’d 
only become harder for historians to see, because they weren’t really looking anymore.” 
“Nation-states are people with a common past, often a mythical one, who live under the rule of a 
government in the form of a state.”  
“Patriotism is animated by love, nationalism by hatred.”  

end Jill Lepore 

“To my grandchildren - to whom the impossible will seem commonplace.” Dedication to The 
Creation of Feminine Consciousness, 1993 
“The only thing we can learn from history is that actions have consequences and that certain 
choices once made are irretrievable.” 
 Gerda Lerner 

“...I should like to think that his first invention, the first condition for his survival, was a sense of 
humor. If he did not have one, it is all to easy to imagine what a miserable creature he would have 
been.” 
 Andre Leroi-Gourhan on prehistoric man in The Cave of Lascaux, 1986 

Lessig, Lawrence: 
"We will, I fear, simply tolerate the corruption, as a host tolerates a parasite that is not life-
threatening. Until it is." 
The single most terrifying idea for an incumbent is a primary challenge." 
There's nothing in the Constitution that forbids a single candidate from running in multiple districts 
at the same time." 
…a ship that can't be steered is a ship that will sink. 
Article 1, Section 9, Clause 8…Lessig, p. 18 
The history of campaign finance reform is water running down a hill. No matter how you reform, 
the water seems to find its way around the obstacle. 
'A Republic, madam', Franklin replied, 'if you can keep it.'  
A republic. 
Meaning: 'a representative democracy'. 
Meaning: A government 'dependent upon the people alone.' 



We have lost that republic. 
We must act to get it back. 

“We are, already, in the words of Francis Fukuyama, a veto-ocracy. Gone is the norm of 
governance, where both sides recognize their duty to come to terms with the other. Petulance is 
confused with principle.” 
“…Trump is certainly not the fool in this tragedy. The fools are they who enable this constitutional 
immorality. Those fools are the Senate Republicans, who have placed party over country, and 
President Trump over the Republican party.” 
The things we find difficult, we find ways to ignore.  

end of Lessig 

“The search for truth is more precious than its possession.” 
 Gotthold Lessing  

“In spite of my profound disagreement with the authoritarian political system of Chile, I do not 
consider it as evil for an economist to render technical economic advice to the Chilean 
Government, anymore than I would regard it as evil to give technical medical advice to the 
Chilean Government to end a medical plague.” 
 Milton Friedman, via Orlando Letelier 

“... they have failed to destroy the consciousness of the Chilean people... 
Repression for the majorities and ‘economic freedom’ for small privileged groups are in Chile two 
sides of the same coin.” 
 Orlando Letelier, see pdf 

“The Nobel Prize … for the category of fiction…went to Christine O’Donnell’s resume.” 
“Somebody threw a book at President Obama…If you’re trying to scare a president by throwing a 
book at him, you’re one president too late.” 
“... if you see somebody who’s not behaving like any other human you’ve known, that means 
something. They need an appointment with a psychiatrist. They need a diagnosis and they need 
a prescription.” on D Trump 
 David Letterman 

"Every economic act, being the action of a human being, is necessarily also a moral act." 
 William Letwin 

“[a wily individual looks to] use the rules of the game for his own interest, but at the same time — 
and no less important — he is constantly trying to circumvent those very same rules.”  
 Yuri Levada via Jaffa on Putin 

"Statistics are rather like bikinis: what they reveal is suggestive , but what they conceal is vital." 
 Aaron Levenstein 

“The idea that art is an excuse for not engaging is utterly ridiculous.” 
 Igor Levit, composer, musician 

“The land shall not be sold in perpetuity for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and 
tenants….you shall provide for the redemption of the land.” 
 Leviticus 25:23, quoted by Wallis 

“Lies have become weapons.” 
“The language we use has begun to obscure the relatioonship between facts and fantasy….a 
dangerous by-product of a lack of education in our country….lies proliferate in our culture…
[making] possible the weaponizing of lies… 
There are not two sides to a story when one side is a liue…stop giving equal time to things that 
don’t have a fact-based opposing side …Truth matters. Stop the liars in their tracks.” 



 Daniel Levitin 

Primo Levi: 
“After Auschwitz, it is no longer permissible to be unarmed… 
Every age has its own fascism… 

Many people - many nations - can find themselves holding, more or less wittingly, that ‘every 
stranger is an enemy’. …this conviction lies deep like some latent infection; it betrays itself only in 
random, disconnected acts, and does not lie at the base of a system of reason. But when this 
does come about, when the unspoken dogma becomes the major premise in a syllogism, then, at 
the end of the chain, there is the Lager [concentration camp]. Here is the product of a conception 
of the world carried rigorously to its logical conclusion; so long as the conception subsists, the 
conclusion remains to threaten us… 

from: If This is a Man: 
“…we must not become beasts; that even in this place one can survive, and therefore one must 
want to survive, to tell the bstory, to bear witness; and that to survive we must force ourselves to 
save at least the skeleton, the scaffolding, the form of civilization.  
To destroy a man is difficult, almostv as difficult nas to creat one: it has not been easy, nor quick, 
but you Germans have suceeded…” 

via Pugliese: ‘Auschwitz was the logical culmination of fascism - it’s most monstrous 
manifestation… 

"Every age has its own fascism, and we see the warning signs wherever the concentration of 
power denies citizens the possibility and the means of expressing and acting on their own free 
will. There are many ways of reaching this point, and not just through the terror of police 
intimidation, but by denying and distorting information, by undermining systems of justice, by 
paralyzing the education system, and by spreading in a myriad subtle ways nostalgia for a world 
where order reigned, and where the security of a privileged few depends on the forced labor and 
the forced silence of the many.” 
  
“Levi would never understand ... the willing remove of the Germans from their fellow humanity. 
The ability to look - for years on end - at a human being and see not a person but a thing ... the 
crime of crimes.” 
 Vivian Gornick on Primo Levi 
“...that look was not one between two men ... the nature of that look, which came as if across the 
glass window of an aquarium between two beings who live in different worlds ... the essence of 
the great insanity of the third Germany.” 
 Primo Levi 
“One must not understand what happened. Because to understand is almost to justify....There is 
no rationality in the Nazi hatred; it is a hate that is not in us; it is outside man....their words...and 
their deeds ... cannot be comprehensible to us. They are nonhuman words and deeds, really 
counterhuman.” 

“In every part of the world, wherever you begin by denying the fundamental liberties of mankind, 
and equality among people, you move toward the concentration camp system, and it is a road on 
which it is difficult to halt ... A new fascism, with its trail of intolerance, of abuse, and of servitude, 
can be born outside our country, and be imported into it, walking on tiptoe and calling itself by 
other names, or it can loose itself from within with such violence that it routs all defences. At that 
point, wise counsel no longer serves and one must find the strength to resist.” 
 Primo Levi 
via Philip Roth: 
“He makes us witnesses, passing us knowledge that gives us a moral and practical responsibility. 
We too must remember. We too must tell others.” 
via Sam Jordison: ‘…while travelling through Vienna in The Truce; the Nazis seem to have been 
vanquished, but he warns us that he still sees “an irreparable and definitive evil which was 
present everywhere, nestling like a gangrene in Europe and the world, the seed of future harm.”’  



end Primo Levi 

“Stand up for your generation and those that follow. Protect the future from the parochialism, 
partisanship, and paralysis of the present. Participate, speak up, and lead this nation and the 
world to the future you deserve. I will be working alongside you.” 
 Richard Levin, Yale, 2013  

“...bearing the duties and responsibilities of freedom without being prepared for them poses great 
dangers, especially the danger of abandoning our liberty in return for security or the passing 
pleasures and distractions of our abundant age. This danger is avoidable only if we take the long 
way to liberty, the way that prepares us through the practice of responsibility and through the 
formation and refinement of our souls. 

Yuval Levin 

"…secularity is not an option but a necessity, an absolute condition for a democratic 
society and a democratic world.” 

George Levine 

"Citizens are made, not born." 
 Peter Levine 

As a man becomes more individuated and more oriented to the Self, a process of “detribalization” 
occurs. He becomes more critical of the tribe...he is less dependent on tribal rewards, more 
questioning of tribal values, more able to look at life from a universalistic perspective...He forms a 
more universal view of good and evil, and a more tragic sense of their coexistence within himself 
and in all humanity. His spirituality may take the form of an explicit religious doctrine, but often he 
tries to free himself from formal doctrine in order to attain a personal understanding of what it 
means to be human. The turning inward and detribalization are part of the shift toward less 
attachment. (242)  
 Levinson in The Seasons of a Man’s Life 

“…humankind ceases at the border of the tribe, of the linguistic group, even sometimes of the 
village.” 
 Claude Levi-Strauss 

“...we ... are too easily convinced that we are moving forward when sometimes we are moving in 
circles.” 
 Andrew Levy 

“My duty is to read, to write and to fight.” 
from The Will to See: 
“A reflex is not immune to learning…it has a history from which it is always possible … to discern 
the primal scene and its metamorphosis… 
We were seeking intellectual discomfort, a struggle with ourselves, a sense of intellectual 
divergence and debate that was not a threat to the self but essential for the construction of the 
mind… the exact opposite of the coddled, comfortable ‘safe spaces’ that so many of today's 
students insist on… 
Izetbegovic, Bosnian president: 
via Levy: “…make a film because a picture, when it’s true, can be worth ten thousand guns”… 
Doing good for the bad is like writing in thesand (Flaubert??)… 
Levy book: Barbarism with a Human Face. 
  The Genius of Judaism 



 Bernard-Henri Levy 

“…we need to actively relearn history.” 
 Dan Levy 

“To speak up is not about speaking louder, it is about feeling entitled to voice a wish…What would 
it cost to step out of character and stop the story?…The writing life is mostly about stamina….[I 
want]  a persona that was braver than I actually felt…It is so hard to claim our desires and so 
much more relaxing to mock them…Calm and order…are vastly overrated.” 
 Deborah Levy via NYT review 

“When people realize things are going wrong, there are two questions they can ask. One is, 
‘What did we do wrong?’ and the other is, ‘Who did this to us?’ The latter question leads to 
conspiracy theories and paranoia. The first question leads to another line of thinking: ‘How do we 
put it right?’” 
 Bernard Lewis, via Bret Stephens NYT 

Lewis, C.S.: 
“I believe that in all men’s lives at certain periods, and in many men’s lives at all periods between 
infancy and extreme old age, one of the most dominant elements is the desire to be inside the 
local Ring and the terror of being left outside...Of all the passions, the passion for the Inner Ring 
is most skillful in making a man who is not yet a very bad man do very bad things.” 
“...the safest road to hell is the gradual one.” 
 C S Lewis 
“Man’s final conquest has proved to be the abolition of man.” 
 C. S. Lewis 
“The State exists simply to promote and to protect the ordinary happiness of human beings in this 
life....The duty of government is to restrain wrongdoing...” 
 CS Lewis 
“I am a democrat because I believe that no man or group of men is good enough to be trusted 
with uncontrolled power over others. And the higher the pretensions of such power, the more 
dangerous I think it both to rulers and to the subjects. Hence Theocracy is the worst of all 
governments. ... The inquisitor who mistakes his own cruelty and lust for power and fear for the 
voice of Heaven will torment us infinitely more because he torments us with the approval of his 
own conscience and his better impulses appear to him as temptations.”  

‘…before you are an old man and an old woman, great nations of your world will be 
ruled by tyrants who care no more for joy and justice and mercy… Let your world beware. That is 
the warning.’ 
 from The Magician’s Nephew 

The greatest evil is not now done in those sordid ‘dens of crime’ that Dickens 
loved to paint.  



It is not done even in concentration camps and labor camps. In 
those we see its final result.  
But it is conceived and ordered (moved, seconded, 
carried, and minuted) in clean, carpeted, and well-lighted offices, by quiet men 
with white collars and cut fingernails and smooth-shaven cheeks who do not 
need to raise their voice. 
 CS Lewis quoted in On Evil by Adam Morton 

“I am a democrat,” said C.S. Lewis, “because I believe that no man or group of men is good 
enough to be trusted with uncontrolled power over others. And the higher the pretensions of such 
power, the more dangerous I think it both to the rulers and to the subjects. Hence theocracy is the 
worst of all governments. If we must have a tyrant, a robber baron is far better than an inquisitor. 
The baron’s cruelty may sometimes sleep, his cupidity at some point may be sated; and since he 
dimly knows he is doing wrong he may possibly repent. But the inquisitor who mistakes his own 
cruelty and lust of power and fear for the voice of heaven will torment us infinitely because he 
torments us with the approval of his own conscience.”  
 C S Lewis 
“God…shouts in our pain. It is his megaphone…” 
“No one ever told me that grief felt so like fear.”  
end C. S. Lewis  

“With the Roberts court, what we see is a self-referential worldview, which leads the court to 
enhance the rights of insiders and deny protection to outsiders.” 
 Eric L Lewis 

Lewis, John: 

“As a little boy about 8 or 9 years old, I wanted to be a minister. I wanted to preach the gospel. 
So, with help of my brothers and sisters and cousins, we would gather all of our chickens together 
in the chicken yard, like you are gathered here today, and we would have church.  

And I would start speaking or preaching, when I look back on it, some of these chickens would 
bow their heads. Some of these chickens would shake their heads.  

They never quite said amen, but I’m convinced that some of those chickens that I preached to 
during the 40s and the 50s tended to listen to me much better than some of my colleagues listen 
to me today in Congress. And some of those chickens were just a little more productive. At least 
they produced eggs. 

United States Representative John Lewis 
Democrat of Georgia 
Bard College, May 27 

“...you must find a way to get in the way. You must find a way to get in trouble — good trouble, 
necessary trouble.” 
 John Lewis 
John Lewis loved William Ernest Henley’s poem “Invictus.” His sister Ethel Mae Tyner once told 
an interviewer that she remembered her big brother reciting it around the house. 

In the fell clutch of circumstance 

I have not winced nor cried aloud. 

Under the bludgeonings of chance 

My head is bloody, but unbowed. 
end John Lewis 



“You have this guy [Trump] who is really a machine for amplifying all sorts of risks being handled 
this portfolio of risks.” 
“If you want to preserve your personal immunity to the hard problems, it’s better to really never 
understand those problems. There is an upside to ignorance, and a downside to knowledge. 
Knowledge makes life messier.” 
“…we were essentially incentivised to have a bad pandemic response.” 

Lewis, Michael: 
The Undoing Project: A Friendship That Changed Our Minds - Kahnemen and Tversky 

Doubt is not a pleasant condition, but certainty is an absurd one.—Voltaire 

I have this view of life as a series of coincidences—it happened this way but it could just as well 
have happened some other way. You make the best of it within these godless conditions.” 
“Because metaphors are vivid and memorable, and because they are not readily subjected to 
critical analysis, they can have considerable impact on human judgment even when they are 
inappropriate, useless, or misleading,” said Amos. “They replace genuine uncertainty about the 
world with semantic ambiguity. A metaphor is a cover-up.” 

The Premonition: A Pandemic Story 

Every surgeon carries within himself a small cemetery, where from time to time he goes to pray—
a place of bitterness and regret, where he must look for an explanation for his failures.—RENÉ 
LERICHE, The Philosophy of Surgery, 1951 

To minimize horrific death, and to chase disease, the state of California had bestowed upon 
local public-health officers extraordinary legal powers. 

The law’s words felt strong, but their spirit felt weak. 

“They think my spirit animal is a bunny. And it’s a fucking dragon.” 

the most important part of the medical history isn’t the medical history. It’s the social history.” 

I felt like I was my best when the shit hits the fan. I focus like a laser when everything is going to 
shit.” 

He was always less interested in answering the question he’d been asked than in finding 
a more interesting question to answer. 

Experts took the models in their minds as the essence of reality, but the biggest difference 
between their models and the ones inside the computer was that their models were less explicit 
and harder to check. 

“Nothing big happens until you close the schools. It’s not like anything else. It’s like a phase 
change. It’s nonlinear. 

“Richard has the part of my brain I don’t have,”viewed models as a check on human judgment 
and as an aid to the human imagination. Carter viewed them more as flashlights. 
He learned that there were more than one hundred thousand K–12 schools in the country, with 
fifty million children in them. Twenty-five million rode a bus to school. “I thought, Holy crap, half 
the kids in the U.S. hop on a school bus.” There were seventy thousand buses in the entire U.S. 
public transportation system, but five hundred thousand school buses. 
different. They’re not little adults. They have a different sense of space. 

“I couldn’t design a system better for transmitting disease than our school system,” 



They saw it all with adult eyes. They forgot the world that their kids live in, and that they once 
lived in. 

even with all these damn cubicles, offices are nowhere near as dense as a classroom.” 

day. “There is nowhere, anywhere, as socially dense as school classrooms, school hallways, 
school buses,” 

“Redneck epidemiology,” he called 

was by first changing hearts. Carter ceased his appeals to reason and began to appeal to 
emotion—which is to say that he stopped making an argument and began to tell a story. His story, 
at its core, was about the hole left when someone dies, especially when the death is preventable, 
and the someone is a child. 

“It isn’t that we dodged a bullet,” Richard would tell the president. “It’s that nature shot us with a 
BB gun.” 
 it became something else. A message in a bottle. A premonition. A warning. 

what you don’t know but why you don’t know it.” The two epidemiologists 

experience. “Experience is making the same mistake over and over again, only with greater 
confidence,” 

“Scout, tell me what no one else is seeing.” 

think of looking at a star,” he said. “It’s the same thing. The light you see is from years ago. When 
you are looking at a disease, the disease you are seeing is from last week.” 

At a very young age, she sensed that she was being trained, as a dog might be trained, to grow 
up to be a woman with no ambition other than to bear children. 

“It’s a mind without boundaries,” said Don Ganem, a UCSF microbiologist and medical doctor 
who had pushed for DeRisi’s hire. “It’s a mind that is interested in everything and afraid of 
nothing. It’s a bandwidth that is hard for most people to fathom.” 

“There’s a time and a place for a hypothesis,” said Joe, “and there’s a time and a place to let it 
go.” He also thought that people who looked at stuff without any preconception of what they might 
find were the ones who saw the things that no one had seen before. 

When you talk to Joe,” the famous neurologist had said, “you’ll get the feeling that lightning bolts 
are about to shoot out of his eyes.”) 

on April 9, 2018, Trump hired John Bolton as his national security adviser, and the next day, 
Bolton fired Tom Bossert, and demoted or fired everyone on the biological threat team.  
even been given a name: Wolverines. 
“Rajeev and I had breakfast this morning,” Richard wrote to the others, “and were imagining 
someone going to get Carter in a forest or cave or on a remote windswept plain kind of like Rey 
going to find Luke . . .”† That’s when Carter finally materialized. “You and Rajeev must have ESP 
about me being in a remote place,” he wrote to Richard. “Caught up on the ride home . . . Agree 
with your rough estimate. About 1% of Americans travel outside the US each month for 
comparison. Maybe disease outbreaks need a warning like the one on your car mirror—things are 
much larger than they appear.” 

His approach was a peculiar combination of analysis and analogies. “You rely on patterns,” he 
said. “That is exactly what analogies provide. But you need to temper that, because you can see 
patterns that aren’t really there. The analogies are shortcuts—really the equivalent of deductive 



He had fire on the brain. Fire was his favorite metaphor to convey how hard it was for people to 
wake up to a threat that grew exponentially. 

“We are reactive and tend to only intervene when things are getting bad,” wrote Carter. “And what 
we underestimate is the speed that what’s bad moves.” 

or not doing, and ask yourself: Which decision, if you are wrong, will cause you the greatest 
regret? Richard agreed, and never looked 
for bureaucrats who suffer from malignant obedience.” 

After that: “There will be no standing ovation when you are proven right.” 

how exactly do you find something that you refuse to look for because you believe it can’t be 
there? 

“We know what the virus will do,” she liked to say. “We don’t know what the humans will do.” 
What the humans would do, she felt certain, is what they were led to do, if only they were well 
led. 

The trick was to learn how to smell smoke. 

He liked to imagine himself two weeks into the future, looking back on the moment and asking 
himself: Knowing what I know now, what do I wish I had done back then?  

She didn’t want it to depend upon the bravery of some local public-health officer. “What I really 
wanted was for it not to be enforced,” said Charity. “I wanted it to say, ‘We’re not going to come 
rescue you. You are going to rescue yourselves.’ ” The local dashboards would allow everyone to 
see who in their neighborhood had been infected, who had gone to the hospital for it, and who 
had died. “It’s radical accountability,” said Charity. “Government has a role, but its role is to 
empower the grass roots by giving them data.” 

“You have to bring the carnage in front 
of people’s faces for them to see it,” said Charity. “If some areas of the country need to hit bottom, 
so be it.” 

It wasn’t just the effects of the virus that needed to be mitigated. The effects of the culture did, 
too. 

re-instill the idea that people were imposing order on themselves, 

the title she’d first scribbled on it: The Churchill Plan. “Then Todd was like, ‘You can’t name it that,’ 
” she said. She wound up giving it a wonky title: “Everyone Owns Their Own R Naught.” Everyone 
is responsible for the rate at which the virus reproduces in their own community. 

The entity/ agency/ figurehead leading this must be a Churchill, not a Chamberlain.” 

Just-in-time manufacturing. Great concept! Horrible in a pandemic.” Microbiology labs across 
America  a U.S. medical-industrial complex that lurched between lethargy and avarice. 

the giant warehouse in the final scene of Raiders of the Lost Ark. 

The Oaxacan community, at least that part of it encountered by the public-health nurses in Santa 
Barbara County, rejected children with serious defects. They pretended that the child had never 
been born. 

Why doesn’t the United States have the institutions it needs to save itself? 



It is a slaughter and not just a political dispute . 

there is an order of magnitude difference between bearing the ultimate responsibility for decision-
making and being either an advisor or student of the process,” he wrote. “It’s one thing to 
experience an orgasm or 
an arrow between your ribs and it’s another thing to read about it.” 

The odds were never knowable. 

Reagan administration must have noticed the possibility. After Foege resigned, the White House 
converted the position of CDC director from career civil servant to presidential 

President Obama himself took an interest in the meeting, 
however, and insisted on sitting in. He’d wanted to hear what history had to say. 

To fire a competent civil servant is a 
pain in the ass. To fire a competent presidential appointee is as easy as tweeting. 

she thought of COVID as Mother 

Nature’s gift to the country. The 
Airborne and Asymptomatic. Now 
“Mother Nature has given us a fighting chance,” she said. “She’s tipped the odds in our favor.” 
The pandemic had given America’s enemies a clear view of the country’s weakness: 
 Michael Lewis 

Lewis, Michael re Jim Clark Kindle: 
The New New Thing: A Silicon Valley Story 
the quirks in the man’s character sent the most fantastic ripples through the 
Often starting with the best intentions, or no intentions at all, he turned people’s lives upside down 
and subjected them to the most vicious force a human being can be subjected to, change. Oddly 
enough, he was forever claiming that what he really wanted to do was put up his feet and relax. 
He could not do this for more than a minute. Once he’d put up his feet, his mind would spin and 
his face would redden and he’d be disturbed all over again. 
He’d thought of something or someone in the world that needed to be changed. 
how his mind worked—the 
logic always came after the initial, inexplicable, primal impulse.  
Veblen rejoiced at this prospect. He didn’t much care for financiers and captains. He thought they 
were parasites. 
metaphor that Romer used to describe the economy to noneconomists was of a well- 
stocked kitchen waiting for a brilliant chef to exploit it. 
“A certain tolerance for nonconformism is really critical to the process,” as Romer put 
possibility. He was fully occupied only by what had not yet happened. 
As a practical matter, Clark had no past, only a future. That’s when he really came alive: when 
you got him on the subject of what was going to happen 
He believed that when society exalted the well-rounded it punished the truly talented: the 
scientists, the artists, the musicians, the engineers, the people who came at life from surprising 
new directions. 
It didn’t take long for Clark to become deeply irritated by the rules of American capitalism. In his 
opinion, the game was rigged so that the people who really mattered got the shaft. He believed in 
his bones that the people who mattered most were the brilliant engineers: 
Ed McCracken left his safe comfortable job at Hewlett-Packard 
He was groping toward a mass market. “Jim always was looking 
to democratize the technology,” says Dick Kramlich. “He was always thinking about how to make 
some high-end technology accessible to a larger audience. 
For a technology company to succeed, he argued, it needed always to be looking to destroy itself. 
If it didn’t, someone else would. “It’s the hardest thing in business 
He had to find something else to occupy his turbulent mind. 



Two minutes with Clark and the young wizard always fell under his spell, as many engineers 
before them had done.  
called it “The Telecomputer.”  
The United States had a tantalizing new infrastructure into which such a device might plug. In the 
preceding decade the cable television industry had laid pipes leading into 75 percent of all 
American homes, and those pipes could carry information into and out of a telecomputer. The 
question was: Could you make a telecomputer cheaply, and persuade ordinary people to buy it? If 
so, you could control an exciting new chunk of the American economy.  
He assumed they wanted their computers to play Nintendo and otherwise divert themselves from 
the poverty of their existences. 
But hype 
had its own wonderful generative power: the more he talked about his telecomputer, 
…“the consumer’s computer.” 
the guy who finds the new new thing and makes it happen wins. The engineers who help him to 
do it finish second. The financiers and the corporate statesmen, the sucker fish of economic 
growth, finish a distant third. 
He wanted to create the company that invented the future. Once he’d done that, he wanted to do 
it again and again and again and again. 
Marc Andreessen 

He called the company Mosaic Communications, then changed the name to Netscape. This time 
the U.S. capital markets acquired the personal predilections of Jim Clark. 
Inside him a quality and a chemical—intelligence and testosterone—wrestled for hegemony. At 
only three men in the Valley who were physically intimidating. Larry Ellison, who ran Oracle, 
Gerald Saunders who ran Advanced Micro Devices, and Clark, who ran himself. 
distinction wasn’t between “work” and “play” but between “creating new technology for money” 
and “creating new technology for pleasure.” In part it was because there was no distinction at all. 
it never occurred to him that he was an outsider with no experience in the industry he planned to 
invade. 
late 1995 Clark was diagnosed with a rare blood disease, hemochromatosis. Essentially, his 
blood produced more iron than his body needed.  
He had ceased to be a businessman and become a conceptual artist. 
Deep in his intuitive soul he thought “business plans” and “business models” and “management 
structures” were a waste of time. 
“Jim Clark has a clarity of vision that is prompted by the purest form 
of greed,” says Kittu. “Nothing clouds it.” 
we all now knew that was how you made money, by changing the world.” 
All the engineers loved the Magic Diamond, which Stuart remembers as “a picture with Jim Clark 
at the center of 15 percent of the U.S. economy.” It was like one of those cave paintings at 
Altamira, used by 
the hunter to secure his prey in advance, simply by depicting it on the wall. 
Actually, he thought back to his graduate work at the University of Utah, where he had become 
fascinated with the idea of recording the electrical impulses in the brain and creating a kind of 
library of thoughts and sensations. If you could graft a cell onto a chip you could graft a chip onto 
a cell. “I’m sure in some way the neurosystem will one day be integrated with the computer,” said 
Clark. “Wouldn’t it be great if you could neurally integrate, say, the number 500342?” Chips could 
be planted inside the human body. Clark went to his friend John Hennessey, the dean of electrical 
engineering at Stanford, 
the Home of the Future was only one of several possible uses Clark would find for their work. 
That was Clark’s job—to imagine a future for their software. 
As one longtime Clark watcher put it, “Jim is smart enough to know when he shouldn’t trust 
himself.” 
he could live with his inevitable failure, because it would, inevitably, be 
spectacular. 
he saw much of the world, in black and white. To his way of thinking there were health care 
professionals who clearly served a purpose. They were called doctors. And there were people 
who clearly needed health care. They were called patients. Everyone else in between—the 
hundreds of billions in paperwork and bullshit—could go. 



“We want to empower the doctors and the patients and get all the other assholes out of the way,” 
Clark had once told me, then laughed. “Except for us. One asshole in the middle.” 
In this new world skepticism was not a sign of intelligence. It was a sin. 
You do the math. 
“I can’t be a venture capitalist, because I’m not that kind of person, and I can’t be a manager, 
because I’m not that kind of person. The only thing I can do is start ‘em.”  
Columbus, no less, had left from the Canary Islands and sailed for three months to the 
Caribbean. We would follow Columbus’s route, though we’d need only ten days to make the 
same trip. 
The man chose his own path to madness, and it was the path not of the pessimist but of the 
utopian. He was on an 
endless search for some unattainable solution. The perfect world. 
“When something goes wrong with this boat, everyone assumes the engineer broke 
it. When the computer program goes wrong, everyone assumes the geeks fix it. Why do you think 
that is?” 
He was perhaps the first owner of a mega-yacht who enjoyed his boat better when it was broken. 
That was the burden of the technical man. He knew the many ways technology could fail. And he 
realized that he alone was responsible for its success. 
“It’s not about business 
plans. You can’t plan chaos.” 

the interplay of a character who had a deep feel for technology, and a taste for anarchy, with an 
environment that rewarded both traits. 
1994 issue of the Journal of Development Economics, Romer wrote, “Once we admit that there is 
room for newness—that there are vastly more conceivable possibilities than realized outcomes—
we must confront the fact that there is no special logic behind the world we inhabit, no particular 
justification for why things are the way they are. Any number of arbitrarily small perturbations 
along the way could have made the world as we know it turn out very differently…. We are forced 
to admit that the world as we know it is the result of a long string of chance outcomes.” 
called his new company myCFO. 
“The wealthy masses,” 
Doerr retained an almost childlike capacity for curiosity and awe. 
he spoke of Clark, behind his back, as “a national treasure.” 
the best and most lasting motive for wanting to change the way things are is to be unhappy with 
the way things are. People who are unhappy with the way things are tend to remain unhappy 
even after they have changed them. 
Paul Romer read it for economic illiteracy; 
end Michael Lewis 

"Walking across that intersection handcuffed was the proudest moment of my life." 
 Ray Lewis at Occupy Wall St. 11-2011 

"When fascism comes to America, it will be wrapped in the flag and carrying the cross.” 
“The air, once light with promise, is now thick with fear,” Jessup writes, blaming Windrip for the 
devolution. “The currency of grace that once moved freely through the daily discourse of our 
citizenry has evaporated, replaced by an acrimony so vicious as to destroy our very humanity.” 
 Sinclair Lewis 

“ [Trump and Brexit] are not driving the change, they are reacting to the change. They are not 
showing the way forward, they are making desperate attempts to cling to the past, a past that is 
gone forever. 
The world is in the relatively early stages of an almost inevitable transition to what can be best 
understood as a new 21st-century civilization.” 
 Peter Leyden, see pdf 

“Do you know The Catcher in the Rye?: ‘An immature man wants to die nobly for a cause. A 
mature man wants to live humbly for one.’ I use these words to comfort me…” 



 Laing Xiaojun, Chinese human rights lawyer to Alex w Palmer, NYT Mag 

Yiyun Li: 
“I’ve found a perfect enemy in myself …  
A mother’s job is to enfold, not to unfold…. 
Can one’s intelligence rely entirely on the public language; one can form a precise thought, recall 
an accurate memory, or even feel a genuine feeling, with only the public language?” 

"We drank their tea."  
 Omar Fekini, Libyan rebel 

"At least seven local newspapers — photocopied newsletters — have sprung up to capitalize on 
the new freedom of the press. In Rogeban, each issue of a new newspaper produced by a history 
professor includes both a “face of the revolution” feature on a local activist and a short civics 
lesson introducing concepts that may be useful in discussing Libya’s future, like “confederation” 
or “federalism.” 
 Libya story NY Times: 
 http://www.nytimes.com/2011/06/26/world/africa/26libya.html?_r=1  

"Perhaps in time the so-called Dark Ages will be thought of as including our own." 

 Georg Christoph Lichtenberg 

For capitalism is an economic system based on institutionalized greed, self-interest, 

accumulation, expansion, domination and disregard of the lives of 

others. It is a system of power in blatant opposition to democracy, which is an order of values that 

exalts simultaneously the individual's uniqueness and 

capacity for cooperative relationships organized on behalf of justice, equality, dignity and 

universal freedom. 

the term "insanity" tends to refer to a private malady. We lack 

an appropriate term for disorders of the public mind 

 Richard Lichtman 

“Flag wavers put up a flag; patriots put up solar panels.” 
 Burt Liebert  

“Cynicism is often the shamefaced product of inexperience.” 
 A J Liebling 

“For years and years and years I was the youngest person in the room, and now it seems like I’m 
the oldest person in the room. And I wonder: How did that happen?” 
 `Alan Lightman 

Liik, Kadri: 
“…the West…finds conspiracy where there might be chaos…. The New World is so chaotic that 
Moscow appears to consider almost any long-term planning futile.  

Likin, Dmitri: 
He insisted that he was “not a politician,” but that the invasion meant he was now part of an 
operation with a “life-exterminating” agenda. 

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/1224.html


“In Russia, television is made for people who for one reason or another are too lazy to use 
alternative sources of information. These are simply people who lack education, or who lack the 
habit of analysis.” 
Likin said he planned to stay in Russia and continue his parallel career as an architect. He said 
he could imagine returning to television if it "changes its agenda from a life-exterminating one to a 
life-affirming one.”  from NYT 

"Even counting for inflation, 36 years is enough. Service in Congress was never meant to be a 
lifetime appointment. In the military there's an adage that says, 'Be brief, be brilliant and be gone.' 
" 
 Dan Liljenquist re Orrin Hatch 
"We can't drive on sunshine and lollipops." 
"Reality is not negotiable." 
 Dan Liljenquist, Utah 

Lilla, Mark: 
“[On Don Quixote:] His quest is doomed from the start because he is rebelling against the nature 
of time, which is irreversible and unconquerable.” 
“... what taxonomy is to biology, chronology should be to history. But the closer we get to the 
present, and the more our distinctions concern society, the more charged chronology becomes. 
...it is in the Muslim world that belief in a lost Golden Age is most potent and consequential today. 
The literature of radical Islamism is a nightmare version of Cervantes’ novel. 
Marx wrote that in epochs of evolutionary crisis we ‘anxiously conjure up the spirit of the past’ to 
comfort ourselves in the face of the unknown. 
Once upon a time …” 
“Every advance of liberal identity consciousness has marked a retreat of effective liberal political 
consciousness. “ 
“… our schools and .. press has produced a generation of liberals and progressives 
narcissistically unaware of conditions outside their self-defined groups, and indifferent to the task 
of reaching out to Americans in every walk of life.” 
 Mark Lilla 

Lilly, John C: 
Lilly: “It’s like trying to experience what happens in orgasm. Try to put that in language!” 

Louis, Edouard: 
“…what had destroyed that smile…. 
“I saw my mum being put in her place by my dad and I reproduced the situation. I thought it was 
the normal order of things,”  
“When you’re a defector from your social class, it allows you to see both sides of the world; it 
gives you a position as a witness, allowing you to see the contrast between those lives, and the 
scandal of the contrast,”  
the day she freed herself from my dad it was as if an electric current of violence was shut off. 
When my mum was no longer the conductor of that violence, she became someone else totally.  
…“like a Greek tragedy where the violence circulates in a family”.  
  

“…post-Tiananmen generation…social stability trumps everything else…our perfect society…” 
NYT op-ed 
 Louisa Lim, author The People’s Republic of Amnesia. 

Rush Limbaugh, on the day after Mr. Obama’s re-election, admitted, “I went to bed last night 
thinking we’re outnumbered. I went to bed last night thinking all this discussion we’d had about 
this election being the election that will tell us whether or not we’ve lost the country — I went to 
bed last night thinking we’ve lost the country. I don’t know how else you look at this.” 



Patricia Limerick: “History - turning hindsight into foresight.” 

"It's in our sanity that things happen." 
 Colonel Lin, Sixty Minutes interview, 6-2-2013 

“I think luxury is sunshine, good air and good water....But in the big city, you can’t get those 
things.” 
 Liya Lin, from Shanghai to Dali, ny times 11-23-2013 

“What we can’t see, we pollute.” 
“This is going to be easy, because this is so bad!” 
 Maya Lin 

Lincoln, Abraham 
“You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” 
“If destruction be our lot, we must ourselves be its author and finisher.”  
“Labor is the superior of capital, and deserves much the higher consideration.” 
“At what point, then, is the approach of danger to be expected? I answer, if it ever reach us it 
must spring up amongst us. It cannot come from abroad. If destruction be our lot, we must 
ourselves be its author and finisher. As a nation of freemen, we must live through all time, or die 
by suicide. 
  
 “These are not, however, the days of miracles, and I suppose it will be granted that I am not to 
expect a direct revelation. I must study the plain, physical facts of the case, ascertain what is 
possible and learn what appears to be wise and right.” 
“History is not history unless it is the truth. 
“Public sentiment is everything; with public sentiment nothing can fail; without it nothing can 
succeed.” 
"I am not bound to win, but I'm bound to be true. I'm not bound to succeed, but I'm bound to live 
up to what light I have."  
The Constitution is not a suicide pact." 
 attributed to Abraham Lincoln 
  see Wikipedia article, 
“To sin by silence, when we should protest, Makes cowards out of men.”  
 Ella Wheeler Wilcox (often attributed to Lincoln) 
Of all the forces of nature, I should think the wind 
contains the largest amount of motive power -- that is, 
power to move things.…[Q]uite possibly one of the 
greatest discoveries hereafter to be made, will be the 
taming, and harnessing of the wind. That the difficulties 
of controlling this power are very great is quite evident 
by the fact that they have already been perceived, and 
struggled with more than three thousand years…. 
Abraham Lincoln: “Discoveries and Inventions” lecture 
delivered in Springfield, February 22, 1860. 
  
As Abraham Lincoln implied at Gettysburg, government by the people is no assurance that it is for 
the people. 
 Bruce R Scott 
 Abraham Lincoln 

“I hate it because of the monstrous injustice of slavery itself. I hate it because it deprives our republic an 
example of its just influence in the world, enables the enemies of free institutions with plausibility to taunt 
us as hypocrites, causes the real friends of freedom to doubt our sincerity, and especially because it forces 
so many really good men among ourselves into an open war with the very fundamental principles of civil 
liberty, criticising the Declaration of Independence, and insisting that there is no right principle of action 
but self-interest.” on slavery 



"I see in the near future a crises approaching that … causes me to tremble for the safety of my 
country…corporations have been enthroned…until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and 
the Republic is destroyed." 
 Abraham Lincoln 

“The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present.  
The occasion is piled high with difficulty, and we must rise with the occasion.  
As our case is new, so we must think anew and act anew… 
If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong.” 

Abraham Lincoln 

"The dogmas of the quiet past are inadequate to the stormy present. The occasion is piled high 
with difficulty, and we must rise with the occasion. As our case is new, so we must think anew and 
act anew." 
“I do not think much of a man who is not wiser today than he was yesterday.” 
And in the end, it’s not the years in your life that count. It’s the life in your years. 

“Wise statesmen ... knew the tendency of prosperity to breed tyrants, and so they established 
these great self-evident truths, that when in the distant future some man, some faction, some 
interest, should set up the doctrine that none but rich men, or none but white men, were entitled 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, their posterity might look up again to the Declaration of 
Independence...so that truth, and justice, and mercy, and all the humane and Christian virtues 
might not be extinguished from the land.” 
 Abraham Lincoln, 1858 

“I have gathered you together to hear what I have written down. I do not wish your advice about 
the main matter - that I have determined for myself.” 
 Abraham Lincoln to his Cabinet regarding the Emancipation Proclamation 

"to sin by silence when they should protest makes cowards of men." 
 Lincoln, quoted by Rachel Carson 

“With public opinion there’s nothing I cannot do, and without public opinion there’s nothing I can 
get done.” 
 Lincoln via Obama via Friedman 
“Honestly, if I had two faces, would I be showing you this one?” 
“America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be 
because we destroyed ourselves.” 

Lincoln’s secretary of state, William Seward: “There was always just enough virtue in this republic 
to save it; sometimes none to spare.”  

end of Lincoln 

"…a plutonomic economy is driven by the consumption of the classes, not the masses. …the 
problem of industrial overcapacity is now global, with too many factories producing too many 
goods… 
Just as a ship with a broad base is more stable then a top-heavy boat, so an economy in which 
well-paid workers create mass consumer markets for the goods and services they provide is 
more stable than a top-heavy plutonomy.” 
[The Federalist Society]: “… libertarians in robes …who shift power from working-class voters to 
over class judges.” 
 Michael Lind 

“…how our individuality really emerges: through “heredity interacting with experience, filtered 
through the inherent randomness of development…. 



“There is no evidence for significant average differences in intelligence-related genes between 
‘races.’” 
 David Linden via NYT Review Books 

“…the end stages of any civilization are marked by the appearance of a ‘new breed’ of men…
always psychopathic, dedicated toi action and violence rather than contemplation and 
compassion.” 
 Robert Lindler via Harrington p. 21. 

“A leader…has within him an internal gyroscope that always brings him and therefore the 
institutions that he leads or commands back on to the course.” 
 John V Lindsay 

"…human dignity is predicated on … our capacities to reason, to think for ourselves, to express 
ourselves, and to make decisions for ourselves…on our ability to be autonomous beings. 
If we prevent a person from exercising autonomy…we are effectively appropriating that person's 
life…We are stripping that person of dignity. ..Human dignity requires the freedom to decide for 
oneself what to believe and profess… 
'Faith' means not having to supply reasons." 
…why should we make use of some allegedly sacred writing from millennia ago that provides us 
with the 'wisdom' of a nomadic and barbaric tribe…?" 
 Ronald A Lindsay 

“When people feel economically insecure they grow more defensive, less open and generous, 
and more suspicious of ‘the Other’.  When life seems like a zero-sum struggle, gains by other 
groups are interpreted as losses by one’s own group.” 
 Brink Lindsey and Steven M Teles 
“…ideological self-delusion.” 
 Brink Lindsey 

Lindzon, Howard: 
“Money has nowhere to go, so it’s doing stupid things.” 

Linfield, Suzie: 
“Photographic images can bring us close to the experience of suffering — and, in particular, to the 
physical torment that violence creates — in ways that words do not…  
People, not photographs, create political change, which is slow, difficult and unpredictable. Don’t 
ask images to think, or to act, for you.” 

The Cruel Radiance: Photography and Political Violence, 2020 
Linfield, Susie 

When I was about three, my older sister discovered a new game called reading; and, 
unbeknownst to our parents, she promptly taught it to me. Soon she and I began trolling through 
my father’s library, and one day we discovered that a second row of secret books existed behind 
the public ones on the front of the shelves. 

my sister and I delighted in discovering them together. (The lure of the forbidden can never be 
overstated.) 

The photographer Eugène Atget, who “set about 
removing the makeup from reality,…The flood of photos sweeps away the dams of memory,” 

we have lost is the capacity to respond to photographs, especially those of political violence, as 
citizens who seek to learn something useful from them and connect to others through them. 

Can photography itself make the world more livable? Can it act as a connective tissue between 
different, even antagonistic cultures; can it illuminate the dark? 



“There is no document of civilization which is not at the same time a document of barbarism,” 
Walter Benjamin famously wrote. When it comes to photography, the opposite is also true. Every 
image of barbarism—of immiseration, humiliation, terror, extermination—embraces its opposite, 
though sometimes unknowingly. Every image of suffering says not only, “This is so,” but also, by 
implication: “This must not be”; not only, “This goes on,” but also, by implication: “This must stop.” 

the idea of human rights represents our attempt to conquer our natures, or at least our histories, 
in the hope of creating a more bearable future; 
The establishment of human rights is a project—a life-and-death project—to build a kind of 
“species solidarity” that is deeper and stronger than culture, nation, religion, race, class, gender, 
or politics. 
Arendt who saw the fatal paradoxes at the heart of the concept of human rights more acutely than 
anyone before or since. 
“The incredible plight of an ever-growing group of innocent people was like a practical 
demonstration of the totalitarian movements’ cynical claims that no such thing as inalienable 
human rights existed,” she wrote. 
“The very phrase ‘human rights’ became for all concerned—victims, persecutors, and onlookers 
alike—the evidence of hopeless idealism or fumbling feeble-minded hypocrisy.” 
everything that distinguishes the human from the animal had been stolen from the refugees; 
what, then, was left? 
Again, the negative epiphany: “It seems that a man who is nothing but a man has lost the very 
qualities which make it possible for other people to treat him as a fellow-man.” 

hard to photograph a human right: what in the world would it look like? 
The body is our primary truth, our inescapable fate… 
Photographs show how easily we are reduced to the merely physical, which is to say how easily 
the body can be maimed, starved, splintered, beaten, burnt, torn, and crushed. 
…if a picture seems sloppy, it’s okay to look. But this is the aesthetic not of commitment but of 
guilt, tinged with a peculiar narcissism. It confuses moral weight with aesthetic clumsiness, and it 
is more concerned with the clear conscience of the viewer than with the plight of the injured 
subject… 
that is, I think, fairly simple: a desire to not look at the world’s cruelest moments and to remain, 
therefore, unsullied. 
…it is the camera—the still camera, …that has done so much to globalize our consciences. 
…photographs have robbed us of the alibi of ignorance. 
end Linfield 

Link, Kristin: 
“The next time you go outside, try to shift your perspective, and use the grammer of animancy. 
Consider the life and spirit inside your surrounds and listen to hear what is being said.” from her 
essay on Robin Kimmerer. 

a religious tenet that begins with men’s sexual thoughts ends with men controlling women’s 
bodies….This is not a problem unique to Judaism. But the Talmud, the basis for Jewish law, 
offers a perhaps surprising answer: It places the responsibility for controlling men’s licentious 
thoughts about women squarely on the men. 

Rabbi Dov Linze 

Thomas Linzey, Environmental activism link tv 3-2015:   “...sphincter tightening...our 
activism is not commensurate with the problems we face today.    quoting ?? Moore: ‘The only 
things that environmental regulations regulate are environmentalists.’   The Constitution is not a 
particularly democratic document.   The Constitution itself puts certain rights of property and 



commerce above the rights of people, government, and nations.   The cost of doing nothing is 
becoming more expensive than the cost of doing something.   If the activism is done in the right 
frame, the system illuminates itself.   WE have to create the script.   It’s about making the rules. 
It’s about writing the script.  

Lippman, Bob: 
from Wrenched 2020 book interview: 

Lippmann, Walter: 
“The present crisis of western democracy is a crisis in journalism.” 
“Once you touch the biographies of human beings, the notion that political beliefs are logically 
determined collapses like a pricked balloon.”  
“I have not happened to meet anybody, from a President of the United States to a professor of 
political science, who came anywhere near to embodying the accepted ideal of the sovereign and 
omnicompetent citizen.”  
“It is clear enough that under certain conditions men respond as powerfully to fictions as they do 
to realities, and that in many cases they help to create the very fictions to which they respond.” 
“When all think alike, no one thinks very much.” via Kirby 
 Walter Lippmann 
Walter Lippmann: “There can be no liberty for a community which lacks the means by which to 
detect lies.” via C Hedges 
“Walter Lippmann wrote that the challenge for democracies is that citizens necessarily base 
decisions on the “pictures in our heads,” the images of reality we construct for ourselves. The 
American public has just made a decision of the gravest consequence, largely based on 
distorted, frightening, and bigoted caricatures of reality that we all would recognize as caricature if 
applied to our own communities.” via James Fallows 
 Lippmann, Walter 

  
“ to quote Churchill, ‘This is the end of the beginning’,..most of the population continues to be very 
susceptible..” 
 Marc Lipsitch re: corona, Covid 4-16-2020 

 “This case isn’t so much about freedom from government-mandated broccoli or gyms. It’s about 
freedom from our obligations to one another . . . the freedom to ignore the injured” and to “walk 
away from those in peril.”  

Dahlia Lithwick 

‘Governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.’ “It’s 
no surprise that Donald Trump wants to govern without consent. But the constitution is clear: we don’t have 
to let him do it.” 
 David Litt 

“I’m not conceited - I’m convinced.” 
 Little Richard 

"In the course of any normal person's life, miracles happen at a rate of roughly one per month." 
 John Littlewood  

“Be reasonable, they say...I never felt it did any good to be reasonable about anything in conservation, 
because what you give away will never come back - ever. When it comes to saving wilderness, we can’t be 
extreme enough. To compromise is to lose.” 
 Martin Litton; see documentary The Good Fight. 



Litwack, Leon:  
“…the historian’s job is to give voice to the marginalized and to make the well-off uncomfortable…teach 
students to feel the past in ways that may be genuinely disturbing.” 

from Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer, The Gardens of Democracy, 2011: 
"Only if we replace the obsolete and limiting metaphors of yesterday can we hope to meet the 
challenges of today and tomorrow…Freedom isn't free. It costs a little freedom…With inalienable 
rights come inalienable responsibilities… 

Government is what a society creates to solve common problems that each of us alone could not 
solve…Every part of government needs to think more like a public health officer…,focus on 
prevention rather than cure… 

When a market is left to itself, what ensues is an anti-social race to the bottom… 
…there is a sweet spot [on the freedom vs government axes] where more government enhances 
freedom…increasing freedom is the job of government. 

Government's job, in collaboration with the private sector, is to set great goals. The market's job is 
to unleash a truly competitive frenzy in pursuit of those goals… 
…we are all better off when we are all better off… 

excessive concentration always harms the whole… 
Henry Ford …understood…his employees were going to be his customers… 
Today the richest 1 percent of Americans has more wealth than the bottom 90 percent…collect as 
much annual income as the lower 50 percent. That is not circulation; it is clumping and clotting… 

Recirculation of wealth is as necessary to the economy as recirculation of blood is to the body… 
…middle-out economics…is the antithesis of trickle-down theory. Middle-out does not rely on the 
droppings of the super-rich… 
…government does not spend money, it circulates it. It does not redistribute money, it recirculates 
it…. 
…traditional economics … has made things too simple and then compounded the error by 
treating the oversimplification as gospel…. 
…the three 'gardens of democracy'…citizenship, economy, and government. 

from Liu and Hanauer, True Patriot, 2007: 
“…love of this country … means love of universal ideals of human rights and aspiration…. 
True patriots believe that freedom from responsibility is selfishness, 
freedom from sacrifice is cowardice, 
freedom from tolerance is prejudice, 
freedom from stewardship is exploitation, and 
 freedom from compassion is cruelty. … 
True patriots believe it is immoral when inequality of opportunity leads to and perpetuates 
inequality itself. … 
end Eric Liu 

“The grins of the people are the nightmares of the dictators….A clown needs less revenge than a 
monster does.” 
 Liu Xiaobo, via Kristof 

"…corporate profits do not drive economic growth — they’re just restless sums of surplus capital, 
ready to flood speculative markets at home and abroad. In the 1920s, they inflated the stock 
market bubble, and then caused the Great Crash. Since the Reagan revolution, these 
superfluous profits have fed corporate mergers and takeovers, driven the dot-com craze, financed 
the “shadow banking” system of hedge funds and securitized investment vehicles, fueled 
monetary meltdowns in every hemisphere and inflated the housing bubble." 



 James Livingston 

“...splendid expeditions ... led by men who have all the gifts of leadership except a sense of 
direction, and every endowment for achieving their ends except the knowledge of ends worth 
achieving.” 
 Sir Richard Livingstone 

“Appeasing of governments which revel in slaughter is an invitation to worldwide catastrophe.” 
 Fang Lizhi 

Andrew M. Lobaczewski, Political Ponerology  1985, 1998, 2005 
Editor’s Preface (Laura Knight-Jadczyk):  
“The long term accumulation of everyday evil always and inevitably leads to Grand Systemic Evil 
that destroys more innocent people than any other phenomenon on this planet… 
Ponerology…the general laws of the origin of evil… the genesis of evil. 
general laws of the genesis of evil… 
The only constant value of the new social system was the magic number of 6%.  
‘Austrian talk’ has become the common descriptive term for paralogistic discourse….for illogical 
or fallacious deduction. 
Wilhelm II 
 The German nation, fed for a generation on pathologically altered psychological material, fell into 
a state comparable to what we see in certain individuals raised by persons who are both 
characteropathic and hysterical. Psychologists know from experience how often such people then 
let themselves commit acts which seriously hurt others. p. 106. 
congestive centers  
Vassily Grossman…Lenin was always tactful, gentle, and polite, but simultaneously characterized 
by an excessively sharp, ruthless, and brutal attitude to political opponents.  
‘Stalinistic characters’ traumatize and actively spellbind others, and their influence finds it 
exceptionally easy to bypass the controls of common sense. A large proportion of people tend to 
credit such individuals with special powers, thereby succumbing to their egotistic beliefs. 
Iosif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili, also known as Stalin, should be included in the list of this 
particular ponerogenic characteropathy, which developed against the backdrop of perinatal 
damage to his brain’s prefrontal fields. Literature and news about him abounds in indications: 
brutal, charismatic, snake-charming; issuing of irrevocable decisions; inhuman ruthlessness, 
pathologic revengefulness directed at anyone who got in his way; and egotistical belief in his own 
genius on the part of a person whose mind was, in fact, only average.  
…various types of characteropathy participate during the initial periods of the genesis of evil, both 
on the macrosocial scale and on the individual scale of human families.  
An improved social system of the future should thus protect individuals and societies by 
preventing persons with the above deviations, or certain characteristics to be discussed below, 
from any societal functions wherein the fate of other people would depend upon their behavior. 
This of course applies primarily to top governmental positions. Such questions should be dealt 
with by an appropriate institution composed of people with a reputation for wisdom and with 
medical and psychological training.  
Skirtoids:  
Spellbinders are characterized by pathological egotism. Such a person is forced by some internal 
causes to make an early choice between two possibilities: the first is forcing other people to think 
and experience things in a manner similar to his own; the second is a feeling of being lonely and 
different, a pathological misfit in social life. Sometimes the choice is either snake-charming or 
suicide. … 
In a healthy society, the activities of spellbinders meet with criticism effective enough to stifle 
them quickly. However, when they are preceded by conditions operating destructively upon 
common sense and social order; such as social injustice, cultural backwardness, or intellectually 
limited rulers some- times manifesting pathological traits, spellbinders’ activities have led entire 
societies into large-scale human tragedy.  
ponerogenic groups and associations have in common is the fact that their members lose (or 
have already lost) the capacity to perceive pathological individuals as such, interpreting their 
behavior in a fascinated, heroic, or melodramatic ways. The opinions, ideas, and judgments of 



people carrying various psychological deficits are endowed with an importance at least equal to 
that of outstanding indi- viduals among normal people.  
The atrophy of natural critical faculties with respect to pathological individuals becomes an 
opening to their activities, and, at the same time, a criterion for recognizing the associa- tion in 
concern as ponerogenic. Let us call this the first crite- rion of ponerogenesis.  
Another phenomenon all ponerogenic associations have in common is their statistically high 
concentration of individuals with various psychological anomalies.  
pathocracy …a pathological state…States of Societal Hysterization  
hysteria … is contagious by means of psychological resonance, identification, and imitation.  
Ponerology … clarifies unknown causative links and analyzes the processes of the genesis of 
evil. 
Societies have a right to defend themselves against any evil harassing or threatening them.  
If the ponerogenic activity of pathological factors - deviant individuals and their activities - is 
subjected to con- scious controls of a scientific, individual, and societal nature, we can counteract 
evil as effectively as by means of persistent calls to respect moral values.  
Ponerology also leads to the possibilities of prophylactic behavior at the levels of individual, 
societal, and macrosocial evil.  
Ch 5: PATHOCRACY  
The Genesis of the Phenomenon  
Ch 10: Therapy for World  disease…treatment…psychotherapy 
Nuremberg error…Nazism 
…the object of global therapy should be the world’s diseases. The deformed ideological sys- 
tems which grew from historical conditions and a given civili- zation’s weaknesses should be 
understood insofar as they are a disguise, operational instrument, or Trojan horse for pathocratic 
infection. p.296 
…one must first protect one’s own person … and then proceed to protect social consciousness.  
Immunization 
… immunity is generated mainly as a natural result of understanding the real contents of the 
macrosocial phenomenon.  
Ch 10 vision of the future 
A ‘Council of Wise Men’ would be an institution composed of several people with extremely high 
general, medical, and psychological qualifications; it would have the right to examine the physical 
and psychological health of candidates before the latter are elected to the highest government 
positions. A negative council opinion should be hard to challenge.  
The security system for persons with various psychological deviations would be in charge of 
making their life easier while skillfully limiting their participation in the processes of the genesis of 
evil.  
The legal system would be subjected to wide ranging transformations in virtually every area, 
progressing from formulae whose establishment was based on a society’s natural world view and 
ancient tradition to legal solutions based upon an objective apperception of reality, particularly the 
psychological one. As a result, law studies would have to undergo true modernization, since the 
law would become a scientific discipline sharing the same epistemological principles as all the 
other sciences.  
Logocracy 

Kindle version - Note from Publisher: 
can’t divide population into psychological ‘deviants’, non-deviants. 
conscience   6% vs 94% 
ignorance 
Afterword by Lobaczewski 
Stalin 
brain abnormalities, lesions 
“…male authoritarian behavior is far too commonplace to be regarded as insanity.” Van Vogt 
Right Man  dominant male  5% 
Wilson’s A criminal History 
Asthenic posychopathy 
…extreme and excessive evil: Fascism and Soviet Communism 
end of Lobaczewski, Political Ponerology 



“The vast majority cannot know, therefore they must believe.” 
“It is one thing to show a man that he is in an error and another to put him in possession of the 
truth.” 
“…the natural liberty of man is to be free from any superiorpower on earth, and not to be under 
the will or legislative authority of man, but to have only the law of Nature for his rule.” 
 Locke 

Llosa, Mario Vargas: 
"Seeking to impose a cultural identity on a people is equivalent to locking them in a prison and 
denying them the most precious of liberties—that of choosing what, how, and who they want to 
be.” 
“Latin America “a laboratory of failed illusions. Our main virtue is creativity, and yet we have not 
done much more than live off reheated doctrines and alien wars.” 
Why must “what is real and possible” be continuously rejected “in favor of what is imaginary and 
chimeric”? 
“literature does not describe countries, it invents them.” 
Mario Vargas Llosa 

"…political will atrophies in the airless echo chamber of Washington, D.C….they wallow in the 
temporary glory of meaningless blood-boiling rhetoric." 
 Becky Lockhart, now deceased 

Lockwood, Patricia: 
“I was trying to write an atmosphere. I was trying to write something that is on the inside of your 
head that is almost before language, that is pre-language, that is just instinct and that’s 
awareness of what the herd is doing around you.” from NYT review by Khatib, headline: 
‘Excavating the words buried inside.’  on writing 

Loeffler, Jack: 
from Wrenched 2020 interview: 
p.122 Kaiparowits Power Plant 
Robert Redford  burned in effigy 
Loevenbruck, Helene: 
“The current understanding of inner speech is that we do the same as in overt speech – make 
predictions in our mind of what we will say – but we don’t actually send the motor commands to 
our speech muscles. This simulated auditory signal is the little voice we hear in our brain…inner 
language”.  

Loewen, James W: Lies my Teacher told me 
“History is by far our worst-taught subject in high school… Historians tend to make everything so 
nuanced that the idea of truth almost disappears.” 

"…the crackpot outliers of two decades ago have become the vital center today….I could see as 
early as last November that the Republican Party would use the debt 
limit vote, an otherwise routine legislative procedure that has been used 87 times since the end of 
World War II, in order to concoct an entirely artificial fiscal crisis. Then, they would use that fiscal 
crisis to get what they wanted, by literally holding the US and global economies as hostages…
Everyone knows that in a hostage situation, the reckless and amoral actor has the negotiating 
upper hand over the cautious and responsible actor because the latter is actually concerned 
about the life of the hostage, while the former does not care…. the Republican Party is becoming 
less 



and less like a traditional political party in a representative democracy and becoming more like an 
apocalyptic cult …a disciplined minority of totalitarians can use the instruments of democratic 
government to undermine democracy itself.…." 
   
This tactic of inducing public distrust of government is not only cynical, it is schizophrenic. For 
people who profess to revere the Constitution, it is strange that they so caustically denigrate the 
very federal government that is the material expression of the principles embodied in that 
document.  
If Republicans have perfected a new form of politics that is successful electorally at the same 
time that it unleashes major policy disasters, it means twilight both for the democratic process 
and America's status as the world's leading power. 
Nothing will be solved in Congress until we get the money out of politics. … all private 
money. 
Trump is like a holographic projection of every American failing that astute foreigners have 
noticed for centuries.  
GOP - the party of affirmative action for under-achievers. 

Mike Lofgren 

“...a process of memory contamination ... the misinformation effect… 
…memories are much like Wikipedia pages - they are constructive and reconstructive… You can 
go in there and change them, and so can other people… 
‘removeable truths’…ways that memories are distorted by leading questions… 
what we think we know, what we believe with all our hearts, is not necessarily the truth… 
Witness for the Defense memoir…” 
a flimsu curtain separates our imagination and our memory…”  
 Elizabeth Loftus memory, forensics 

“…one man willed it to happen.”on WWII 
  Fredrik Logevall review of Hett, The Nazi Menac 

from William F Loomis, Life As It Is: 
“People have an inordinate fondness for their genes.” 
“A society that does not protect its weakest members cannot call itself civilized.” 
“The self is continuously updating its autobiography as it goes through life.” 
“Life is a continual conflict between maximizing short-term benefits to the individual and long-term 
benefits to the group.” 
“…there is no need to invoke miracles at any step.” 
“Life is more than breeding to the maximum…Putting life back in balance is…perhaps the 
greatest challenge we have ever faced.” 

“I would rather be ashes than dust! I would rather that my spark should burn out in a 
brilliant blaze than it should by stifled by dry-rot. I would rather be a superb meteor, every atom of 
me in magnificent glow, than a sleepy and permanent planet. The function of man is to live, not to 
exist. I shall not waste my days trying to prolong them. I shall use my time.” 

 Jack London 

“[On writing]…to turn myself into one of the eyes through which the world sees.” 
 Jack London via Martin Eden 

“I used to try to get things done by saying 'please'," said Long. "Now... I dynamite 'em out of my path.” 
 Huey Long 

"almost a hairline's difference separates bribes and contributions." 
 Russel B Long, via Lessig 

“You can’t change policy until you change culture,”  
 Favianna Rodriguez via Eva Longoria  



“The greatest myth is that you have to be a politician to be political,” Longoria says.  

“The weeping of the guitar begins. Useless to silence it. Impossible to silence it.” 
 Frederico Garcia Lorca 

“And history with all her volumes vast, Hath but one page.” 
 Lord Byron 

Galadriel: The world is changed. I feel it in the water. I feel it in the earth. I smell it in the air. 
Much that once was is lost, for none now live who remember it. 
 Lord of the Rings by Tolkien 

Lorenz: 
1972 paper: “Does the flap of a butterfly’s wings in Brazil set off a tornado in Texas?” 

“It is a good morning exercise for a research scientist to discard a pet hypothesis every day 
before breakfast. It keeps him young.” 
“Now, as never before, the prospects for a human future are exceptionally dismal. Most probably 
the human race will soon and swiftly, but certainly not painlessly, be committed to suicide through 
use of extant nuclear weaponry. Even if this does not happen, every human being remains in peril 
of a slow death through poisoning and desiccating the environment in which he lives and by 
which he is sustained.”   1983 
 Konrad Lorenz 

Lorenz quoting Carl M Feuerbach: “...nature gropes her way along within an impervious fog, 
through ‘natural selection in the struggle for survival’, through random vagrant chances and 
mutations among the ever-present external circumstances of a hostile environment toward an 
unwilled and uncertain distant future.” 

Books invite all. They constrain none 
 LA Public Library 

Our civilization is premised on the conviction that such a thing as truth exists, that it is knowable, 
that it is verifiable, that it exists independently of authority or popularity and that at some point — 
and preferably sooner rather than later — it will prevail.  
 Los Angeles Times 

"No, Sire. It is a revolution." 
 Duke de Liancourt to Louis XVI 

“If we all vote, there is nothing Facebook, Fox News and Vladimir Putin can do to stop us.” 
 Julia Louis-Dreyfus 

"The woods were my ritalin."   solistalgia   ansel adams story 
 Richard Louv 

"My kids are going to inherit all of this. Your kids are going to inherit all of this….We have to look 
at everything." 
 Mia Love 

Lovelock, James: 
“Just as in 1939 we had to give up on a massive scale the comfortable lifestyle of peacetime, so 
soon we may feel rich with only a quarter of what we consume now. If we do it right and with 
enthusiasm, it will not seem a depressing phase of denial but instead, as in 1940, a chance to 
redeem ourselves. For the young, life will be full of opportunities to serve, to create, and they will 
have a purpose for living.”   



“Our brains are belief engines…” 

“Gaia will shake herself and be rid of the plague of humans that now infests her skin.” 

 The Economist 6-21-08 p. 22  attributed to Lovelock 
 
“The eminence of a scientist is measured by the length of time he holds up progress.” 

“Was the discovery and use of fire our original sin?” 

“We are like the Sorcerer’s Apprentice, unable to undo the industrial spell we cast…” 

James Lovelock, Homage to Gaia, Oxford University Press, 2000: Lovelock at 80: 

“Science is divided into a myriad of facets like the multi-lensed eye of a fly and through each 
separate lens peers a professor who thinks that his view alone is true.”   page 3  
“Most universities have become like the fast food industry. They package products that are safe, 
consistent in taste, but rarely surprisingly good. …There is not enough natural selection at work”  
Page 16  
“I have found from bitter experience that when in the United States it is better to drink coffee. The 
tea is anaemic stuff that tastes as if recently they had  exhumed it from the bags thrown into 
Boston Harbour all those years ago. “  Page 173  
Vaclav Havel,  planet  humans accountable. p. 264, 390. 
cold fusion p. 274. 
‘Composing computer programs to solve scientific problems is like writing poetry. You must 
choose everty word with care and link it with the other words in perfect syntax.” p.276    

“Anything learned pre-puberty seems to become a permanent memory. We do not forget the 
things we learned in childhood.”   Page 286  
We not only need certainty, we seem to need a certainty that has a transcendental quality. p. 387 
p.390 re Havel 
“…humans are cursed by language because it forces causal, linear thinking at the expense of 
intuition, which is a truer way to understand the reality of the world.” 
”Life was…an almost utterly improbable event with almost infinite opportunities of happening. So 
it did.” 
“We are not alone, nor for ourselves alone.” 
p.392, last sentence of book, he’s 80 years old: 
“The scientific evidence is now strong enough for me to take a chance and put my trust in Gaia. It 
is comforting to think that I am a part of her, and to know that my destiny is to merge with the 
chemistry of our living planet.” 
Back in 2010, the influential climate scientist James Lovelock suggested that it “may be 
necessary to put democracy on hold for a while” to curb emissions. via Aronoff 

“I  have never regarded nuclear radiation or nuclear power as anything other than a normal and 
inevitable part of the environment. Our prokaryotic forebears evolved on a planet-sized lump 
of fallout from a star-sized nuclear explosion, a supernova that synthesised the elements that go 
to make our planet and ourselves.” 
…sustainable retreat…the time is past for sustainable development, and that we have come to a 
time when development is no longer sustainable. Therefore, we need to retreat….sustainable 
retreat emphasizes a pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs with lower levels 
and/or less environmentally harmful types of resources. 
Even the best democracies agree that when a major war approaches, democracy must be put on 
hold for the time being. I have a feeling that climate change may be an issue as severe as a war. 
It may be necessary to put democracy on hold for a while. 
planetary medicine… 
via Mary Midgley: 



“Though fanatically accurate over details, [Lovelock] never isolates those details from a wider, 
more demanding vision of their background. He thinks big.” [like daVinci] 
From Vanishing Face of Gaia, 2009: 
“We became the Earths infection a long and uncertain time ago when we first used fire and tools 
purposefully. But it was not until about 200 years ago that the long incubation period ended and 
the Industrial Revolution began; then the infection of the earth became irreversible…. 
The universe - or at least the universe we live in - seems run by and most inflexible set of rules… 
Civilizations destroy themselves with ideologies that, like computer viruses, disable their 
operating systems.” 
in Foreward to Primavesi bk: 
“Modern science has developed a dangerous tendency to be certain.” 
Foreward to Midgley book, 2005: 
“We are in argumentative tribal animal and we settle our differences by adversarial contest or 
war… 
 the last two centuries have seen the slow development of a cultural dementia characterized by a 
fragmentation of thought… 
 I share Mary Midgley's unusual wish to question the overarching value of humanism and to doubt 
that human rights are all that matters… 
We are not the stewards of the Earth, nor its owners or even its tenants; we are an integral part of 
it.” 
end Lovelock 

Lovely, Garrison: 
progress studies 
“The fear of missing out overwhelms the fear of losing everything.” 

“In God we trust, all others bring data.” 
 Amory Lovins 

“neutral objectivity tripsover itself to find ways to avoid telling the truth.” 
 Wesley Lowery NYT oped 

“ …there are still ‘built-in barriers to presidents’ delivering on their promises. The result is a 
dangerous cycle — substantive failure, followed by frantic White House efforts to create false 
images of success, followed by adventurism abroad, followed by further public disillusion — all of 
which forces the next president to turn the rhetorical heat up even higher.” 
 On Theorore Lowi by Hendrik Hertzberg 

“In order to be safe . . . we’ll give up this small freedom. 
In order to be comfortable . . . we’ll sacrifice this..” 
 Lois Lowry 

Loznitsa, Sergei: 
“Putin had no valid reason for invading Ukraine. So why do you think he would need a valid 
reason to use nuclear weapons? This can only be stopped by force. .. 
I wanted you to observe the idiocy in all its shapes and forms. .. 
Before…the mafia covered itself up with Soviet ideology. Nowadays there is no ideology, 
anymore. It's just mafia.” 

“Where is the photographer of cleareyed empathy and consummate artistry to depict the disquiet, 
hopelessness and desperate fortitude that riddle the American body politic of today?” 
 Arthur Lubow re: Dorothea Lange NYT  

“Beware a populist mugged by reality. When the public realizes their champion lakes magical 
powers ... “ 
 Edward Luce  FT 



“Western liberal democracy is not yet dead but it is far closer to collapse than we may wish to 
believe. It is facing its gravest challenge since the Second World War. This time, however, we 
have conjured up the enemy from within. At home and abroad, America’s best liberal traditions 
are under assault from its own president. We have put arsonists in charge of the fire brigade.” 
 Edward Luce via Kakutani review 

"Fear was the first mother of the gods. Fear, above all, of death." 
“The heights of wickedness to which men have been driven by superstition." 
To so many evils has religion persuaded men. 
“Life free from fear of the unknown is the inevitable product of knowledge of the rules of nature.” 
 Lucretius 

"We have … entered a legal reality not so different from that faced by Socrates when the Thirty 
Tyrants ruled Athens … When everyone is guilty of something, those most harshly prosecuted 
tend to be the ones that are challenging the established order, poking fun at the authorities, 
speaking truth to power — in other words, the gadflies of our society." 
 Peter Ludlow 

“Polarization deepens cynicism, sharpens political vendettas and depletes the national reserve of 
good will that is critical to our survival in hard times.” 
 Richard Lugar 

Lugovoi, Andrei: 
“the Anglo-Saxon empire.” The irrelevance and hypocrisy of Britain. “They pillaged their colonies 
and then went back to their own tiny island and said, ‘Now we’ll be a democracy,’” 
Luhmann, Niklas: 
via Eyal: An expert is a specialist to whom one can put questions that he is unable to answer. 

“There is too mich money in the world. It’s crazy. I’m stunned.” 
 Lawrence Luhring on da Vinci Mundi sale for $450 M. nyt 

"…to reach more evangelical voters, they should use a political language that evangelicals can 
hear. They should talk about the kind of people we are aiming to be and about the 
transformational journey that any choice will take us on. They should talk about how we can grow 
in compassion and care. They could talk about the way their policy interventions will allow those 
who receive them to become better people and how those of us who support them will better 
ourselves as we reach out in love. They could describe health care reform as a response to 
suffering, not as a solution to an economic problem.” 

 T M Luhrmann 

Lula da Silva, Luiz Inacio: 

“…the art of government is to use your heart, not only your head.” 

“[Polls] are electoral exercises in Russian roulette.” 

 Frank Luntz 

"Fines just don't matter." 



Abraham Lustgarten on BP spill 

“…it is neither safe nor just to act against one’s conscience.” 
"I have no pleasure in any man who despises music. It is no invention of ours: it is a gift of God."   
 Martin Luther 

Luther, via Arendt: Luther: ‘there must be a God because man needs one being whom he can 
trust’…it is not good that man should be alone. … A lonely man always deduces one thing from 
the other and thinks everything to the worst.’ 

Rosa Luxemburg’s revolutionary ultimatum: “socialism or barbarism.”  

“Lyautey, a French military officer, returning to France after a long campaign, directed his 
gardener to plant a special tree next to his home. The gardener noted that such a tree would take 
100 years to mature. Lyautey said, ‘Then, there is no time to waste.’ “  
  quoted in many places. 

Aaron Lynch thought ‘an idea which stimulated its host to proselytize, e.g., "Go and make 
disciples of all nations" (Gospel of Matthew 28:19), would be more likely to survive and become 
popular than an idea which did not elicit such activity.’ 
Lynch's thesis offered an explanation for how not only true and useful ideas, but also unprovable 
or even false notions with sufficiently "contagious" properties could, over generations, become 
the predominant beliefs of whole societies. While he insisted that the contagiousness of ideas 
was largely independent of their truth value, as he immersed himself in this analysis, his 
frequently uttered motto became, "People don't learn from each other's mistakes. They learn 
each other's mistakes.” 
 via wikipedia on Lynch, via Dawkins 

“It’s reality’s war on coal.” 
 Michael Lynch 

“...as the medicine scanned my body... It was as if I was viewing a film of my entire life, not as the 
emotional me, but as an objective observer. ... The War on Drugs is not based on science.  If it 
was, two of the most deadly drugs on earth-alcohol and tobacco- would be illegal.  Those 
suffering from trauma have become victims of this failed war and have lost one of the most 
effective ways to heal. ...Humanity has gone mad as a result.... We live in a world full of wounds 
and when left untreated, they’re unceremoniously handed from one generation to the next, so the 
cycle of trauma continues in all its destructive brutality.... But there’s hope.   We can transform the 
course of humanity by collectively purging our grief and healing at the individual level, with the 
help of psychedelic medicines.  Once we collectively heal at the individual level, we will see 
dramatic positive transformation in society as a whole....It’s a human rights crisis psychedelics 
are not accessible to the general population.  It’s insane that governments worldwide have 
outlawed the very medicines that can emancipate our souls from suffering....It’s time we stop the 
madness.”

Amber Lyon CNN on ayahuasca experience

Lythcott-Haims, Julie:
 on Gorman: ‘…lies that have historically become truths, which became the permanent record…’
 


