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Preface

The science of photography is o new branch of science that
has begun incressing in populerity since the turn of the century.

Especielly from the 20's snd 50's on, it has increased in popularity

at an smazing rate.

Not only has this fascinating science increased in
populerity with the people, but also with industry. That is why
the newspaper industry has been using it. New methods of engraving
were developed just so the science of photography could become &n
importent part of your daily newspaper!

Since the begimnipgs of photography with the newspaper
¢ new individusl and anew wccupation has been created, that of the
press photographer.

This term paper deals with the three above mentioned
subjects: The Newspaper; The Science of Photography; and The Press

Photogrepher, and their reletionship to ome enother.

Some of the terme that most people not familair with
photography or chemistry would not understand are underliined and
listed in elphabetical order in Chapter Five, the Glossary,
with their meanings. If the underlined words ere connected with an
underlining mark, they are closely related and are loceted in the

glossary together.

Joseph Andrade, Jr.
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Chapter Two

The Picture and the Newspaper

"Tell it with pictures" has become a universal slogan of

all newspeaper editors. (17)

A picture speaks a language understood by ail. The
foreigner in our great country may not be able to understand the
language, but watch his face light up when he sees a good picture!

A picture lasts; it isn't forgotton as quickly as a
written story; you always keep the picture--somewhere in the back
of your mind.

In oﬁr modern world most newspaper readers Look first for
pictures, then for headlines; and why not? A picture is much more
interesting than a bunch of type.

Today the press photogrzpher is just as important, if not
morqbo, as the reporter. A newspaper's very existence depends a
great deal on pictures. A newspaper that runs a great deal of photos
usually has a much larger circulation that one with few pictures.

Press photographers are trained experts, ususlly with

meny years of experience behind them. They must be able to get a

(17) American School of Photography Correspondence Course, Newspaper
and Megazine Photography, Unit 67 (Chicago, 1951), p. 3.
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picture under adverse conditions in which pictures are almost
impossible to be taken, But with their knowledge and experience
behind them, they get that picture! And you see it, usually the
next day, in your daily newspaper.

' A1l in all, newspeprs consume & great deal of pictures.
They believe in telling their stories with pictures and, after you
have read some pictureless news stories and others adequately

illustrated, you will probably agree that #appicture is worth a
thousand words". (18)

(18) 01d photogrephic saying.
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How would you like to watch the progress in the life of a
picture; that is, watch it from the moment the photographer puts
the film in the camera to the finished product on the page of &
newspaper? I think it would be interesting, don't you? You do?

Fine; then what are we waiting for? Let's go!

Our photographer, whom we shall call.§wmm“, arrives at the
newspaper office and reports to the desk. The picture editor gives
him his assignment and together they talk about the wanted picture.

Tom goes to his locker and taskes out his bag. In it is his
2"x6" press camera; & tripod; filters; accessory telephoto and

wide angle lenses; portable electronic flash unit; and, last but

not least, his miniature 35 millimeter camera for emergencies.
Now that Tom has all of his equipment checked and ready to
go, he starts for his car. %e'll pile into the back seat; Tom won't

mind. Tom starts the automobile and then checks his wallet to

gee if he has his "Press Photographers' Card". He does, so we're

on our way.

Tom stops in front of the city Boy Scout headquarters to

take his assigned pictures. The purpose of the pictures is to publicize

their annual Camp-o-ree. Tom lines the subjects in a symmetrical

[Xe]



order about three feet in front of the wall. He has thenm point to a
map on the tabie. On the wall behind them is & huge photomural of a
Boy Scout camp. Tom decides this is & fine background and, after
placing a film holder in the camera, he makes the exposure,

Previous to this, Tom had set his lens opening and equivalant
shutter speed.

Tom nowsdismisses the subjects and goes to the corner
pay phone to call the newspaper office. He then Jumps in his car
and, there being no further assignments, we all go back to the
newspaper off'ice,

Tom puts the equipment in his locker, except the filnm
holders containing the exposed film. He then proceeds to the darkroom.

After memorizing the positions of the different parts of
the cut~film tank, he turns the lights off. It is pitch dark.
Tom explains to us as he goes along: "First I take the film out of
the holders and I put them in the structure of the tank built to
hold them. I put the structure, now containing the film, into the
tank and L put the 1id on. I turn on the lights now because the
tank is lightproof after the lid is on."

Now that the lights are on we can see what Tom is doing;
First he fills the tank with water and then pours the water out (the
tank can be filled and emptied in light because of special structures).
The water was put in because in leaves the film wet and, when the
£irst solution is poured in, it will make uniform contact on the

film beczuse of the water. The first solubion is the developer.

This brings out the latent or invigible image on the film. This



the temperature and the chemical contents. Then, after the required
time has elapsed, this solution is poured out and a stop bath is
poured in. The stop bath counteracts any developer that is left on
the film. This solution is in for about thirty seconds. The next

solution is the fixer. The film stays in this solution from one to

ten minutes, depending on the type it is. The fixer "Fixes" the

film; that is, it dissolves away the unused light sensitive chemicals
so the film can be safely exposed to light. After this solution ihe
film is put washing in running water for about fif'teen minutes.

It is then rinsed in = solution cailed a wetting agent, for about
thirty seconds. The film is then hung up to dry. It is left wet =
with the liquid of the wetting agent on it, for the wetting agent's
function is to be on the film's surface and prevent the forming

of water droplets while drying so it will dry evenly.

When great speed is required, such as when to make a short
desdlime, the film is developed in super speed chemicals, the total
time being about two and one half minutes. After being washed & very

short time (five minutes or iess) it is piaced in the eniarger negative-

UAKRKIER wet or it is dipped in alcohol and placed in the negative
carrier partially dry. But these steps are only used when the pictures

have to be done in a very short time.

After the film is dry, it is placed in the enliarger. It is

then placed in the negative carrier and, after determining the



correct exposure time, Tom makes the exposure. This is accomplished
by putting a piece of eniarging paper on the easel. The enlarger light
is then turned on, with any other lights ame turned off, and the
exposure is made. After exposure, the paper is put in a tray full
of developer for one to three minutes. It is then rinsed in the stop bath
for five seconds, and in the fixer for two to ten minutes. It is then
washed for abouqkhirty minutes and placed on a ferrotype tin. The ferro-
type is a very glossy, metal surface, being fairiy thin. The print is
placed glossy side down on the tin. A blotter is then placed over
them and they are rolled with a rubber roller to remove any excess
water. Then the tin is placed in a print dryer. This machine is
then turned on and, in less than five minutes, the prints are
completely dry, reaedy to go to the engraVeré.

Tom's task is now finished. The finished print now goes
to the engraver.

The pictures in most newspepers are made by a process
celled photoengraving. There are two types of photoengravings:
line cuts, used to reproduce artwork thet consists only of lines,
such as cartoons; and halftones, which are used to reproduce actual
photographs. (19) The latter is the method we shall discuss for it
is the method we are interested in.

The finished print is photographed by a special camera.
This camera has a screen in front of the negative. The screen is
composed of criss-crossed lines that breek up all the black and
grey tones into minute dots; dark areas have lerge dots, lighter areas,

(19) The Illustrated Encyclopedie of Krowledge, Volume 16, (1955), p. 3889.




smaller ones. Then a sheet of copper.or zinc is covered with a

light sensitive substance. The negative is placed on this and together
they are exposed to light. The plate is then bathed in a chemical

acid that eats away all parts of the metel except those forming

the original picture. This leaves the dots from which the plate

will print standing higher than the dots which are not part of the
picture. When the plate is printed, these higher areas will receive
the ink and will be printed as an exact copy of the print that was

turned in. (20)

The plate is then placed in its proper place with the
type,and the newspaper is printed.

And there you are! The complete story in the life of a

newspaper picture. Interesting, wasn't it? I hope so. I thought

it was.

(20) Ibie..



Chepter Four

Miscelleneous Informetion

hages of & Press Photographer

Most press photographers are peid about sixty dollars
per week. After the first six years this wege is increased to
double or more of the first sum. When this stage is reached, the

press photographer is called a "journeymen" press photogrepher. (21)

kducation of & Press Photographer

Many press photographers have a college degree. Perheps
a college degree or & similsir docuement from & correspondence
school. This education is not imperstive, however, ss long &s the
photographer has a wide and varied knowledge of photogrephy with

plenty of ectusl experience, but & college degree does help.

Duties of & Press Photographer

A press photogrepher's duties are wide and veraed. His
greatest duty is to secure the picture, wether it is an exciting

assignment or & dull sociel assignment. He must use & grest deal of

-

(21) Letter from Oskland Tribune, Public Kelations Dept., March 15, 1957.



ingepuity, in meny cases, to get the picture. If he is waiting for
something to happen, such as a sports photographer, he must be ready

for the wented action. It is very difficult to "pin down" the duties,

but they ere extremely varied.

Pulitzer Prizes for News Photography (22}

Year MName Newspaper City, State
1942 Milton Brooks "The Detroit News" Detroit, Mich.
1943 Frank Noel "The Associated Press"

1944 Frank Filan "The Associzted Press",

Earle L. Bunker

"The Worlcd-Herald"

wThe Associated Press"

Omahe, Neb.

1945 Joe Kosenthal

1946 No award

1947 Arnold Hardy

1948 Frenk Cushing "Boston Traveler" Boston, Kass.

19583
1954

Don Ultank
Williem M. Gallagher

Mrs. Walter M. Schau

——

(22) George H. Gallup, Editor
>

"Des Moines Kegister and
Tribune"

"The Flint Journai®

The 1955 »
1995 Pocket Mamense, (N.v

1949 Nathaniel Fein "New York Hersld Tribune" New York, N. Y.
195¢ Bill Crouch "Oakiend Tribune" Oaklend, Calif.
18951 Mey Desfor "The Associztec Press"

" 1952 John Robinson

Des Moines,
Lowa

Flint, Mich.

'y 1954) s



