
Choice and Chance: Engaging the Public 
Room: 206A 2:00 - 3:30 PM 
Chair(s): Joseph Andrade 

 
14:00 Choice and Chance at The Leonardo--the visitor as participant. 
Andrade, Joseph 
Utah Science Center @ The Leonardo 
 jandrade@utahsciencecenter.org 
 
 
14:30 From Research to Public Awareness and Education.  
Slovic P*, Walter C;  
University of Oregon 
 pslovic@pop.uoregon.edu 
 
15:00 Risk, humor, and the SRA.  
Thompson KM 
 Harvard School of Public Health 
 kimt@hsph.harvard.edu 
 
15:30  Your turn! 



W3-F.1 14:00 Choice and Chance at The Leonardo-- 
The Visitor as Participant 

jandrade@utahsciencecenter.org

There is a great need in improving the awareness and education of the general 
public in Risk, Choice, Chance, Decision-making and allied areas.  

Risk 'communication' must go far beyond traditional communication tools and 
strategies to motivate, empower and facilitate effective public awareness, 
education, and understanding.  

Decision Place and the Center for the Big Picture are major components of The 
Leonardo and the Utah Science Center--opening 2011 in Salt Lake City.  

Novel plans and developments for The Leonardo include:  
 Miracles Happen! (1 in a Million)  
 Unknown or Unknowable?  
 From Simple games to Chess—and Beyond  
 Numbing of Large Numbers  
 Story, Narrative, Emotions, and Individuals 
SRA members are encouraged to contribute their ideas and perspectives.





W3-F.2 14:30 From Research to Public Awareness and Education. Slovic 
P*, Walter C; University of 

Oregon pslovic@pop.uoregon.edu

This discussion will focus on public awareness and involvement via a modern, 
interactive science exhibit--Risk!  

Risk! is an interactive, multi-dimensional traveling exhibit developed by the Fort 
Worth Museum of Science and History that examines risk and risk assessment:  

  how risk affects our lives,  
  how we view risk and why, and  
  how we can better understand and deal with risk using science, 
 mathematics, and critical thinking skills.  

The research foundation for Risk! and the process of developing and testing the 
exhibit will be discussed.  

SRA members will be encouraged to provide input.



W3-F.3 15:00 Risk, humor, and the SRA 
Thompson KM; Harvard School of Public Health  

kimt@hsph.harvard.edu

Popularity of risk analysis as a profession continues to grow.  

Understanding risk represents an essential skill given an increasing number of main-
stream media dedicating space to covering risk. Most students do not study risk 
as a subject as part of their pre-college education. Many people would benefit 
from more basic training related to dealing with risk.  

This talk will discuss the use of humor and games as powerful tools for engaging 
people to think about risk and risk-related concepts.  

The talk will also explore opportunities for the SRA and its members to get more 
involved in risk education, potentially through supporting efforts to develop 
curricula and exhibits.  

Most of this session will involve responding to questions from session attendees and 
interactive dialogue.
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Science in Society Public Dialog Series: 
07-08   Choice

• Sept. 13, 2007: Coal, Clean Air, Climate Change:  
   Choices 

• Nov. 8, 2007: Fire, Climate, and Insurance:  
    Choices 

• Jan. 24, 2008: Sports, Brains, and Cold:          
    Choices 

• March 6, 2008: Teens, Brains, Risk:               
    Choices 

• May 1, 2008: Lotteries, Luck, Risk:             
    Choices 

          www.utahsciencecenter.org/uscprograms.php 

http://www.utahsciencecenter.org/uscprograms.php




   http://edoctoring.ncl.ac.uk/System_Check/psa_detect_html    

http://edoctoring.ncl.ac.uk/System_Check/psa_detect_html


 www.riskometer.org 

http://www.riskometer.org




Enhancing Data Visualization and 
Simulation

• http://services.alphaworks.ibm.com/
manyeyes/  

• www.visualcomplexity.com  
• http://www.turbulence.org/spotlight/

thinking/chess.html  
• www.kinecity.com 

http://services.alphaworks.ibm.com/manyeyes/
http://www.visualcomplexity.com
http://www.turbulence.org/spotlight/thinking/chess.html
http://www.kinecity.com


Risk Attitude and Profile 
via DOSPERT or similar system

On a scale from 1 (extremely unlikely) to 7 
(extremely likely) in these domains: 

• Ethics 
• Finance 
• Health/safety 
• Recreation 
• Social 
And a multi-axis data visualization







WILL I or WON’T I?





 www.fearexhibit.com 

http://www.fearexhibit.com
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